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	NIGERIA STATEMENT AT THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION
By AVM Mohammed Audu-Bida (Rtd)

 Director General, National Emergency Management Agency.


The Chairman

Nigeria delegation wishes to thank the Chairman for the opportunity to give our statement. Nigeria is in support of the efforts of the UN/ISDR in promoting pro-active disaster risk reduction for resilience of communities and nations.
Unsatisfied with the recurring nature of man-induced and natural disasters, Nigeria has tried to reduce the potential humanitarian consequences of these events by focusing on its root causes. It has contributed to promote a growing recognition for the public, civil society and private sectors that the only way to address the escalating human and economic costs of disasters is not a reactive emergency assistance, but a preventive, comprehensive and long-term approach to reduce the risks from natural  and man-induced disasters. 
The acknowledgement of the huge budgetary implications of disasters for government, private sector and individuals was a determining factor to embrace the conceptual shift from “response only” to pro-active Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) measures. 
Nigeria believes that capacity building in disaster risk reduction is strategic in building resilient communities. Approval had therefore been given at the highest level of government to begin postgraduate courses in six Universities in the country in Disaster risk studies and development The programmes will commence in September 2009. We are also working with the Nigeria Education Research Development Council to develop basic and post-basic curriculum for primary and secondary schools. We have also developed in-service training and capacity building programmes for the intermediate and top-level public servants in the country. In addition, DRR had been mainstreamed into the National Youth Service Corps activities, a mandatory one year national service for finishers of tertiary institutions. The National Youth Corps members are trained as vanguard for disaster risk reduction in the communities of their posting. The need to reach individuals and communities propelled us to launch the Grassroots Emergency Volunteer Corps at the local levels. The programme was designed to impart basic knowledge in disaster risk reduction. 
Similarly, Nigeria is playing a pivotal role to promote mainstreaming DRR into national development and poverty reduction agenda of countries in the ECOWAS sub-region. We believe that with more support from the UN/ISDR, Nigeria will play a greater role in disaster risk reduction in the Africa region.

Thank you, Mr. Chairman.
PAGE  
1

