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MOMENTUM DISCUSSION 

Scaling Up Coherent Action for Resilience by 2020  

Reducing Disaster Risk through Climate Change Adaptation: Accelerating Coherence in the 

Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the UNFCCC + Paris 

Agreement in the context of Sustainable Development Goals  

 

EVENT DETAILS 

- Time: Wednesday 15 May, 08.00 – 09.00 AM  

 

- Location: Room 19, 3RD Floor CICG, Main Conference Venue, Global Platform for Disaster Risk 

Reduction, Geneva 

 

- Co-hosts: UNDRR, UNFCCC, UNDP 

 

- Objective: Build support and partnerships for an initiative to accelerate coherent 

implementation of DRR strategies, National Adaptation Plans and SDGs by 2020, with an aim to 

be launched at the SG Climate Summit in September 2019  

 

- Expected Outcomes: 

o Innovative ideas shared on how to accelerate coherent action on national DRR 

strategies, National Adaptation Plans and SDGs by 2020 

o Timeline and roadmap for taking the initiative forward agreed among key partners  

 

- Expected Participants: SG Climate Summit Resilience/Adaptation coalition countries, UN and 

key partners, including GRP, IFRC, GCA, CBD Secretariat, etc.   

 

- Format: Informal discussion 

 

DRAFT AGENDA 

 

 
- Welcome & Introduction by Chair of the Session, Ms. Shoko Arakaki, Chief, UNDRR Partnerships, 

Inter-governmental process & Inter-agency cooperation Branch (5 min)  
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- Brief Presentation on Coherence Initiative by Mr. David Stevens, Head, UNDRR Bonn Office (5 

min)  

 

- Brief Intervention from Mr. Dylan Winder, Humanitarian Counsellor, UK Mission Geneva (5 min)  

 

- Brief Comments from Partners: 

 

o Ms. Koko Warner, Manager, Climate Impacts, Vulnerabilities and Risks Sub-programme, 

UNFCCC (5 min)  

o Ms. Angelika Planitz, Team Leader (OIC), Disaster Risk Reduction & Recovery for Building 

Resilience, UNDP (5 min) 

 

 

- Tour de Table/Discussion (30 min) 

 

- Wrap-up, Next Steps & Concluding Remarks by Chair (5 min) 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 

 

- How can the SG Climate Summit help accelerate coherent implementation of the Sendai 

Framework and Paris Agreement commitments on national DRR strategies & National 

Adaptation Plans by 2020 and pave the way for risk-informed development by 2030? 

- How can good practices, for example from the Pacific, on coherent/joint DRR & adaptation 

strategies be scaled up and replicated?  

- How can strengthened policies, plans, legal frameworks, political leadership and capacities help 

create enabling environments for investment in resilience & adaptation in the most vulnerable 

countries?  

- What are the obstacles to coherent action and how can they be addressed?  

- What would it take to build an initiative that delivers transformative action by 2020? I.e. which 

partners would need to be involved, what are their respective roles, and what is the timeline 

and key milestones?  

- What is the role of the UN and other partners at the country level to make it happen?  
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BACKGROUND 

Risk-informed development is an underlying principle for the 2030 Agenda to ensure the sustainability of 

development gains (see GA Resolution A/RES/70/1). As Member States move forward with the necessary 

implementation actions, it has become evident that there is limited alignment of each agreement. Parties 

to the UNFCCC are just beginning to produce national adaptation plans (NAPs), and they will be starting 

to report on their adaptation actions through adaptation communications under the Paris Agreement in 

time for the global stocktake in 2023. The submitted NAPs to date, indicate some early progress towards 

aligning with SDGs, however, explicit alignment with the Sendai Framework is less pronounced.1   

This situation potentially creates a significant additional burden: transaction costs are increased due to 

overlapping responsibilities and duplicated data collection and reporting. At the same time, countries 

incur tremendous opportunity costs when disaster risk reduction related to climate change is not 

considered in their national climate mitigation and adaptation, urban development and economic and 

social development plans and policies. There is a need for cooperation not only between different 

Ministries in governments, but also between local government units, between national and local levels as 

well as the need for inclusion of other stakeholders.  

Ensuring coherence of the SDGs, the Sendai Framework and the UNFCCC + Paris Agreement will enable 

more effective policies and investments, more efficient use of capacities and financial resources, 

advancing technical knowledge and expertise in assessing, understanding, and managing risks, and 

enhanced disaster preparedness and response planning. All with a view to ensure sustainable and 

accelerated development dividends.  

Additionally, it will also contribute to ensuring that development does not exacerbate existing and future 

levels of natural and man-made hazards including climate risk and that development gains are protected 

from the impact of disasters and climate change.   

 

An Initiative to Step Up Resilience & Adaptation by 2020 through a Coherent Approach to the Sendai 

Framework, Paris Agreement & SDGs 

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction, in partnership with the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change - UNFCCC, as well as other leading agencies and institutions (to be further 

defined), will further contribute to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 

and ultimately achieving all the SDGs, by focusing on the scaling up of resilience and adaptation through 

a coherent and coordinated approach in the implementation of all three global agendas, carrying out by 

the end of 2020: 

1. Provide support to up to 80 countries in strengthening and developing leadership as well as guidance 

on the development of coherent and coordinated policies and plans. Main target and priority countries 

will be LDCs and SIDS, with countries in special needs and based on level of exposure and vulnerability to 

climate and disaster risk also to be prioritized.  

                                                           
1 Main modalities for addressing adaptation are under the Cancun Adaptation Framework under the UNFCCC, and 
include the National Adaptation Plans (with financial support for their formulation and implementation under the 
Green Climate Fund), the Adaptation Committee and the Executive Committee of the Warsaw International 
Mechanism for Loss and Damage. 
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2. Sharing of Best Practices – several countries have already taken significant steps towards ensuring the 

coherence and coordination of the agendas such as the Pacific Islands. The experience these countries 

have are stepping stones for other countries to build best practices to follow. These case studies should 

be documented and shared.  

3. Capacity building to strengthen Climate Change (CC) and Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) leadership 

within governments, to enhance sustainability and impact of support provided. Political leadership will be 

essential to strengthen intra-governmental coherence and coordination, to scale up action on resilience 

and adaptation.  

 

 

 


