Official Statement from the Disaster and Development Network (DDN) / Disaster and Development Centre (DDC), Northumbria University to the United Nations Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 4th Session, Geneva, 19th-23rd May, 2013
It is our great pleasure to provide a statement from the Disaster and Development Network - DDN (formerly Disaster and Development Centre – DDC), Northumbria University, United Kingdom.

We are greatly encouraged that the rationale to fundamentally link disaster reduction and sustainable development has become more a norm of policy and practice drivers since previous platforms. We are however challenged by the enormity of necessary change that such growing awareness demands. Meanwhile, it remains early to celebrate even the basics of social, economic and environmental balance or change, quality and progress required for sustainable futures across most parts of the world.
A foundation of the disaster and development programming at Northumbria since its launch in the first year of the Millennium has been that linking disaster and development theoretically and in action requires local dedication, integrated approaches and an enabling environment. It is truly excellent that this now sits as a central message of the driving documentation of the UNISDR. Our contribution to the process remains to work with our expanding alumni of over 250 postgraduates, multiple partners and affiliates, projects and endorsers to demonstrate how research led action can progress both disaster reduction and sustainable development together. Many coming through this programme of study now sit in positions of leadership and influence within the public, private or third sectors. Meanwhile, we have prioritised research and development projects that are grounded in local reality, particularly with partners in Africa, Asia and the UK, and together with colleagues across all continents.
Our experience at the fore of progressing formalised disaster and development studies within the higher education sector has been as good as we are able to interlink with colleagues working in the disaster reduction and sustainable development industry itself. We believe that higher education must be both part of and apart from that industry. We have been providing space for developing thought at multiple levels and providing the capacity to turn this into action. The agenda has never before been so urgent. The contexts of global economic and climatic change leave the next generation of learners asking both what can I do and how can I be involved?  To this end Northumbria has been endorsed by senior political leaders in the UK to seek ways of taking forward opportunities for young people and entrepreneurs to better engage in the process of disaster risk reduction through sustainable development actions. We will progress this locally and contribute globally being informed by grounded engagement with partners.
Beyond the consolidation of increased opportunity in the disaster and development field we will continue to look beyond immediate norms of policy and practice to hitherto less explored territories of the future. To this end we are ourselves undergoing significant change that will further facilitate that process. Whilst Northumbria University will host the Disaster and Development Network (DDN), we are pleased to update that the Private Sector has adopted the Disaster and Development Centre (DDC) Online, and this is being pre-launching around the time of this Platform. We are also proud to be working in partnership with the International Society for Integrated Disaster Risk Management (IDRiM) for the hosting and delivery of the combined 2013 Dealing with Disasters (DwD) / 4th IDRiM Conference 4th – 6th September focussing on ‘From Opportunity to Action: Bridging the Gap between Disaster Reduction and Development through Science(s), Technology and People Centred Actions’. We anticipate that this will also contribute in the process of identifying the elements of a post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction (HFA2).
In summary, there remain major gaps in innovation and commitment for knowledgeable and effective practical implementation of disaster and development to scale. Bridging this gap requires broad scale educational strengthening for disaster and development consciousness and capacity. The progress has been in laying foundations for which disasters are reduced by appropriate development and development facilitated by disaster reduction. However, linking disaster and develop is not merely about surviving, but thriving sustainably. The latter can be progressed through approaching disaster risk not only in terms of impacts to income, basic needs and capabilities poverty but by raising aspirations for fuller and more equitable wellbeing.
Further information available from:  andrew.collins@northumbria.ac.uk
