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Your Excellencies, 

Ladies and Gentleman, 

Dear colleagues,

Emergencies caused by natural hazards or human activities, daily claim many human lives and in various ways destroy and degrade the environment, causing extensive damage and losses. Level of prevention and preparedness are different from country to country. 

The South East Europe is increasingly threatened by various kinds of natural hazards (floods, droughts, extreme high temperatures, earthquakes, landslides, storms and heavy rains), technological accidents, the effects of hazardous substances and other risks. Global climate changes also contribute to environmental degradation, having adverse impacts on human health, survival of numerous natural species and cultural heritage.

Disasters represent a challenge that shows when, to what extent and in what way the society is ready to respond. Disasters can be avoided. There are ways to reduce risks and to limit impacts of disasters, to enhance resilience of a society to disasters. The Republic of Serbia is ready to accept effective disaster risk reduction, develop and implement national strategy.

HFA provide the overall global guidelines on how to promote disaster risk reduction and creating strong institutional basis. Therefore, in accordance to HFA, in 2011 Serbian National Assembly adopted the National Strategy in the field of emergency management and disaster risk reduction. The National Strategy in Serbia defines and determines the national coordinating mechanisms and program guidelines for reducing disasters caused by natural hazards and the risks of accidents, protection, response and recovery. The purpose of the National Strategy for disaster risk reduction and protection and rescue in emergency situations is to protect life, health and property of citizens, the environment and cultural heritage of Serbia. 
The Strategy shall ensure meeting of the recommendations of the European Union for development of the national security systems and the establishment of institutional, organizational and personnel requirements for implementing protection in emergency situations.

The Government of the Republic of Serbia is responsible for all aspects of disaster management. On behalf of the Government, the responsibility for planning and implementing preventive measures, preparedness, response to emergencies and recovery thereof, is transferred to the joint activities of the public administration bodies, the specialized agencies, autonomous provinces and local self-governments.

The Serbian Government appoint the members of the National Emergency Management Headquarters on its regular session held in 2011. In accordance with the Law on Emergency Situations, National Emergency Management Headquarters is an operational and expert governmental body formed with the aim of coordinating and managing prevention, preparedness and protection and rescue activities in emergencies as well as mainstreaming disaster risk reduction policies. After establishing National Emergency Management Headquarters was activated during February 2012 when has been declared emergency situations due to extreme weather conditions and heavy snow and in summer 2012 when heat waves major forest fire occurred. 
The Serbian Government has proclaimed the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction on January 2013. National Emergency Management Headquarters is acting as the National Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction in the international community. Aim of National Platform in Serbia is the coordination of the activities in the field of emergency management on national, regional and local level, as well as implementation of disaster risk reduction concept into national and local policies, sustainable development strategies, and protection and rescue strategies.

Republic of Serbia has put many efforts in building resilient society through active participation in the UN Disaster Risk Reduction Campaign – Making Cities Resilient: "My City is Getting Ready!" when 50 cities and municipalities joined this campaign and strengthening local capacities. Furthermore, in order to have more systematic and homogeneous information on disasters and understand their effect on the communities, Republic of Serbia has started together with the UNISDR and the United Nations Development Programme in Serbia a pilot project "Disaster Loss Database in the Republic of Serbia” in order to create National Disaster Inventory for analyzing disaster trends necessary for capacity building 

We need to learn from the experience and share the knowledge with other countries. One of the challenges is to build more resilient society. We need to work on more concrete action to reduce risk and vulnerability, to implement and improve early warning system, with the focus on raising public awareness and education on disasters. 
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