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Holds Master degrees in Social Anthropology and Geography and a PhD on Range Ecology.  Before joining FAO in 1994 he worked with German GTZ and the International Agricultural Research System (CGIAR). 
When joining FAO he worked initially on Rural Development and Poverty Alleviation.  Since 1998 he is focusing on Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) and Climate Change Adaptation (CCA) for smallholder farmers and herders. Stephan is co chair of FAO’s interdepartmental working group on Climate Change Adaptation and coordinated the preparation of FAO’s  framework programme for climate change adaptation, called FAO ADAPT. He also coordinated and is co-author of FAO’s flagship document: Disaster Risk Reduction for Food and Nutrition Security (2012).  Since very recently he is part of FAO’s  core team that fine-tunes the work plan 2014-17 for FAO’s new strategic objective 5 titled “Increase the resilience of livelihoods to threats and crises” . 

Throughout his career Stephan stressed the importance of institutional capacity development for DRR and CCA, emphasizing the critical role of community based approaches; he stands in for better integration of DRR and CCA into sectoral  development planning, and for enhanced efforts to apply cross-sectoral perspectives; he also highlights the importance of agriculture specific information management and early warning systems, to better inform and trigger season and location specific actions on the side of farmers. 
Over the last 15 years Stephan designed and implemented as lead technical officer more than  25 field projects on DRR and CCA mainly in Asia, the Caribbean and Europe.
