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REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA
FULL VERSION
OFFICIAL STATEMENT BY
HER HONOUR THE VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF ZAMBIA MRS. INONGE MUTUKWA WINA, MP

DURING THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION HELD IN CANCUN, MEXICO
FROM 22ND TO 26TH MAY, 2017
CABINET OFFICE
LUSAKA

MAY, 2017
· THE HOST, THE PRESIDENT, HIS EXCELLENCY ENRIQUE PEÑA NIETO OF MEXICO;
· YOUR EXCELLENCIES, HEADS OF STATES AND GOVERNMENTS PRESENT;
· HONOURABLE VICE – PRESIDENTS;
· HONOURABLE MINISTERS;
· HEADS OF INTER-GOVERNMENTAL AND OTHER ORGANISATIONS;
· DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES;
· LADIES AND GENTLEMEN.
CHAIRPERSON,
I AM DELIGHTED TODAY TO BE ABLE TO ADDRESS THIS GATHERING BEING THE FIFTH SESSION OF THE GLOBAL PLATFORM FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION.  IT IS IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THIS IS THE FIRST GLOBAL PLATFORM FOLLOWING THE ADOPTION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (2015-2030), IN JAPAN WHICH I EQUALLY ATTENDED IN MARCH, 2015.
THIS YEAR’S PLATFORM PROVIDES AN OPPORTUNITY FOR US TO TAKE STOCK OF WHAT WE HAVE DONE SINCE SENDAI.
I WISH TO THANK THE MEXICAN GOVERNMENT FOR HOSTING THIS IMPORTANT GATHERING AND FOR THE WARM RECEPTION ACCORDED TO ME AND MY DELEGATION SINCE WE ARRIVED IN MEXICO.
I AM EQUALLY GRATEFUL THAT I HAVE BEEN ACCORDED THIS OPPORTUNITY TO DELIVER AN OFFICIAL STATEMENT ON BEHALF OF MY GOVERNMENT DURING THIS LEADERS’ FORUM.
YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
LET ME HASTEN TO SAY THAT ZAMBIA IS EXPOSED TO A VARIETY OF HAZARDS, WHICH WHEN COMBINED WITH VULNERABILITY CAN LEAD TO DISASTERS.  AMONG THESE ARE: DROUGHT; FLOODS; PEST INFESTATIONS; EPIDEMICS (BOTH HUMAN AND ANIMAL); HAIL STORMS; AND LANDSLIDES.  ZAMBIA ALSO EXPERIENCES MAN-MADE HAZARDS SUCH AS FIRES, TRANSPORT AND INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS.
ALSO OF SIGNIFICANCE IS THE INCREASE IN TRANS-BOUNDARY RISKS THAT ARE BEING PROGRESSIVELY EXACERBATED BY ISSUES SUCH AS POPULATION GROWTH, ECO-SYSTEM DEGRADATION AND UNPLANNED URBANISATION.  THIS COUPLED WITH POVERTY AND UNSUSTAINABLE LAND-USE MANAGEMENT, HAS WORSENED THE CURRENT SITUATION THEREBY REDUCING THE COPING CAPACITY AND RESILIENCE OF OUR COMMUNITIES.
ACCORDING TO RECENT STUDIES, MY COUNTRY HAS EXPERIENCED A GROSS DOMESTIC PRODUCT (GDP) LOSS OF ABOUT UNITED STATES DOLLARS 5 BILLION OVER A 10 TO 20-YEAR PERIOD (1991 TO 2011), DUE TO NEGATIVE ECONOMIC IMPACTS OF CLIMATE CHANGE.
CLIMATE CHANGE AND VARIABILITY HAS EQUALLY MADE IT MORE DIFFICULT TO PREDICT THE BEHAVIOUR OF HAZARDS.  IN VIEW OF THIS, THE NEED TO ENHANCE THE INTEGRATED DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT HAS BECOME NECESSARY AND URGENT IF ZAMBIA IS TO PROTECT ITS CITIZENS AND ASSETS FROM THE ADVERSE EFFECTS OF DISASTER RISKS.
YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
SINCE THE ADOPTION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK, MY GOVERNMENT IN COLLABORATION WITH BOTH INTERNAL AND EXTERNAL STAKEHOLDERS IS IN THE PROCESS OF DOMESTICATING THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK BY WAY OF DEVELOPING THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK WHICH DRAWS ITS STRENGTH FROM THE FOLLOWING DOCUMENTS:
(A) THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK FOR DISASTER RISK REDUCTION (2015-2030);
(B) THE DISASTER MANAGEMENT ACT NO. 13 OF 2010, OF THE LAWS OF ZAMBIA;
(C) ZAMBIA’S REVISED NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT POLICY AND ITS OPERATIONAL MANUAL OF 2015;
(D) THE AFRICA PROGRAMME OF ACTION FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK (2015-2030);
(E) THE SOUTHERN AFRICA DEVELOPMENT COMMUNITY (SADC) DISASTER PREPAREDNESS AND RESPONSE STRATEGY FUND (2016-2030);
(F) THE PARIS AGREEMENT ON CLIMATE CHANGE (2015-2030);
(G) THE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS (2015-2030); AND
(H) THE SEVENTH NATIONAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN (2017-2021).
YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
THE GOAL OF THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK IS TO PREVENT NEW AND REDUCE EXISTING DISASTER RISKS IN THE COUNTRY THROUGH THE IMPLEMENTATION OF INTEGRATED AND INCLUSIVE ECONOMIC, STRUCTURAL, LEGAL, SOCIAL, HEALTH, CULTURAL, EDUCATIONAL, ENVIRONMENTAL, TECHNOLOGICAL, POLITICAL AND INSTITUTIONAL MEASURES.
WITH AN INTEGRATED AND INCLUSIVE APPROACH, WE AIM TO PREVENT AND REDUCE HAZARD EXPOSURE AND VULNERABILITY TO DISASTERS, INCREASE PREPAREDNESS FOR RESPONSE AND RECOVERY, AND THUS STRENGTHEN RESILIENCE.
THE FRAMEWORK OUTLINES THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES, PRIORITY AREAS, ANNUAL TARGETS, OUTCOME INDICATORS, PROGRAMMES AND ACTIVITIES.  IN ADDITION, THE COORDINATION AND IMPLEMENTATION ARRANGEMENTS AS WELL AS RESOURCE MOBILISATION MECHANISMS HAVE BEEN WELL ARTICULATED IN THE FRAMEWORK.
TO FACILITATE THE MONITORING OF THE GLOBAL TARGETS AND INDICATORS IN THE SENDAI FRAMEWORK, AS WELL AS THE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK, MY GOVERNMENT IS PUTTING IN PLACE A DISASTER LOSS DATA BASE TO CAPTURE INFORMATION RELATING TO ECONOMIC LOSS, AFFECTED PEOPLE, DAMAGED CRITICAL INFRASTRUCTURE, LIVELIHOOD DISRUPTION, MORTALITY, EARLY WARNING SYSTEMS AND INVESTMENT IN DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT, JUST TO MENTION A FEW.
I AM VERY CONFIDENT THAT THE NATIONAL FRAMEWORK WILL BE THE DRIVING INSTRUMENT TO SUBSTANTIALLY REDUCE DISASTER RISK AND LOSSES IN BOTH THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SECTORS OF THE COUNTRY.
YOUR EXCELLENCIES, DISTINGUISHED DELEGATES,
IN CONCLUSION, I WOULD LIKE TO INFORM THIS GATHERING THAT MY GOVERNMENT, IN CONSULTATION WITH ALL RELEVANT STAKEHOLDERS, IS CURRENTLY FINALISING THE DRAFTING OF THE NATIONAL DISASTER RISK MANAGEMENT FRAMEWORK.  PERMIT ME TO EMPHASISE THAT THE SUCCESSFUL IMPLEMENTATION OF THIS FRAMEWORK WILL DEMAND CONCERTED EFFORTS BY ALL STAKEHOLDERS LED BY MY GOVERNMENT.
I AM POSITIVE THAT THIS JOINT APPROACH WILL CONSIDERABLY REDUCE THE AMOUNT OF RESOURCES BEING SPENT ON DISASTER RESPONSE AND RECOVERY OPERATIONS WHICH CURRENTLY CONTINUE TO ESCALATE.
CHAIRPERSON,
I THANK YOU.
