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create risk? What is needed to transform development in order to reduce risk, 
rather than create it?   
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Summary 

Development can be both, a driver of disaster risk and an opportunity and means for 
reducing risk. In this session I hope to hear different perspectives from researchers, 
decision-makers and practitioners and to discuss examples of good and poor practice from 
across the world.   

Context 

Development and disaster risk entail a complex set of social, geo-political, economic, and 
biophysical factors that affect vulnerability and resilience within and across communities, 
cultures, and nations over time and space.  

Conventional economic development pathways create new vulnerabilities and risks. 
Improvements in disaster preparedness efforts tend to lag behind the pace at which these 
vulnerabilities and risks are created.  

Despite the considerable advances in science, policy and practice in disaster risk reduction 
(DRR), these efforts have at best only slowed the rate of increase of disaster impacts but 
have failed to address the underlying causes and drivers.  

The basic dilemma between development and disaster risks remains unchanged. That is, 
development is a root cause of disaster risk, rather than an opportunity and means for 
reducing risks. The reasons underlying this dilemma are manifold, but there are three key 
gaps: 

 A failure to adequately understand the complexity of vulnerability creation; 

 A failure to be scale- and capacity-appropriate to make fundamental changes; and 

 A fixation within contemporary DRR research and practice on the goal of “reducing” 
risk, rather than understanding the trade-offs that underpin decision-making 
processes at all levels of development (from individual and community to society at 
large).    

Addressing these fundamental gaps requires both a development perspective on risk and a 
risk perspective on development and is the aim of the SEI Initiative on Transforming 
Development and Disaster Risk (2015-2016). 


