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Title of the Session: Disaster Risk Reduction for Nuclear Emergency – from the 

case of 2011 triple disaster in Japan 

Date: 16/03/2015 to 22/03/2015 

Summary 

The session will highlight some of the key lessons learnt from The East Japan Earthquake 
and Tsunami (EJET) in 2011, particularly on the nuclear emergency in Fukushima.  Network 
members of Japan CSO Coalition for 2015WCDRR (JCC2015) have produced a booklet/tool 
which highlights what has actually happened in Fukushima after 2011, and the lessons we 
can learn for future resilience. The tool has summarized 10 key lessons as well as an 
international framework that can be utilized for risk reduction to nuclear emergency caused 
by nuclear power plant accidents. 

Context 

The session will be based on 10 key lessons from Fukushima as well as international 
frameworks that can be utilized for future risk reduction of those living in close proximity to 
nuclear power plants.  The snapshots of key 10 lessons are as follows. 

Lesson 1: 

Do not be fooled by the “safety myth”  

The construction and operation of nuclear power plants are promoted as being “for the 
benefit of the local economy”, alongside safety reassurances that “an accident could never 
happen”. Yet in many cases, this “safety” is claimed based on selective data provided by 
experts…  

Lesson 2: 

During an emergency, the basic premise is to run away  

Depending on factors such as weather conditions, radioactive materials can be dispersed to 
places much further than might be expected. Such dispersion is also not limited to a 
concentric spread…  

Lesson 3: 

Access to information and leaving records is vital  

As learned from the experience of Fukushima, during an emergency there is the possibility 
that governments and utilities companies may not provide the appropriate information to 
residents. In areas housing nuclear plants and in the surrounding regions, residents must 
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during normal times (before disasters strike) confirm how information will be provided 
during emergencies as well as ascertaining systems for disclosing information… 

Lesson 4: 

People affected by the disaster have the right to a comprehensive health survey and 
disclosure of information  

With Fukushima and Chernobyl alike, organizations with vested interests in nuclear power 
such as governments and utilities companies, as well as the IAEA (International Atomic 
Energy Agency), attempt to play down the damage posed to health by radiation. Those who 
end up sustaining the damage are those affected by disasters, including children… 

Lesson 5: 

It is important to create a monitoring system in which producers and consumers alike can 
participate  

Once a situation arises where there are questions about the impact of radiation, even if 
producers of fisheries products demonstrate safety through rigorous screening, it is not at 
all easy to recover the trust of the market… 

Lesson 6: 

It is not possible to completely get rid of radioactive contamination  

Despite the term decontamination, in reality, it is not possible to completely get rid of 
contamination. In most cases, it just amounts to transporting the contaminated material 
somewhere else. The very process of decontamination and the gathering up of waste 
materials could actually increase the risk of exposure to radiation… 

Lesson 7: 

Nuclear plant workers must be provided with proper health management  

When nuclear plant accidents occur, in most cases, victims and their families are among 
those who end up involved in clean-up and decommissioning operations. Off-site residents 
and on-site workers have different concrete standards, however, the same principle applies 
for both that health care measures must be extremely thorough… 

Lesson 8: 

The importance of rebuilding lifestyles and communities cannot be overlooked  

Regarding the nuclear accident at Fukushima, several high-ranking politicians have claimed, 
“nobody has died from the accident.” This has led to great debate - while it is true that there 
have been no deaths directly attributable to exposure to high doses of radiation, it is a fact 
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that people have died due to the illness and stress stemming from the dramatic change in 
their lives, including evacuation… 

Lesson 9: 

Laws for rights and relief for those affected must be made with their participation  

Relief for victims is not something that comes from neither the kindliness of governments 
nor the expression of concern by corporates. Receiving legitimate compensation and having 
your life rebuilt are basic human rights… 

Lesson 10: 

Damage from accidents must be factored into “the cost of nuclear power”  

Governments and corporations singing the praises of nuclear power often make the 
following claims: “it will benefit the local economy” or “nuclear power is comparatively 
inexpensive”. In most cases, however, such calculations omit the cost of accidents, 
compensation, and expenditure required to clear up the accidents… 

 

Furthermore, the following international law and frameworks are referenced around this 
topic in the tool: 

 International Bill of Human Rights, 1948 

 International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 1976 

 Convention on the Rights of the Child, 1990 

 Grover Report, 2013 

 Proposal from Waseda Symposium, 2014 

 International Physicians for the Prevention of Nuclear War (IPPNW) letter to 
Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan, 2011 

 Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement, 1998 

 Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, 1992 

 Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA), 2005 

 Asia-Pacific Input Document for the Post-2015 Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction (HFA2), 2014 

 Chair’s Summary, Third Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction 
and World Reconstruction Conference, 2011 

 Communication from the European Commission to the European Parliament, The 
Council, The European Economic and Social Committee and The Committee Of The 
Regions towards a Post-Hyogo Framework, 2014 

 International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) Resolution, 
2011 

 Istanbul CSO Development Effectiveness Principles, 2010 


