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Summary 

Within conventional development discourse, local people are being considered as the 
beneficiaries only. Through the unique and tough process of formulating a Post-2015 
Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction, world disaster community is in a  position to deliver 
the outputs, there, locality has been given much more importance than that was in HFA. 
Even logical views of ‘partnering local people’ is being forwarded to include in HFA2. 

For the efficient implementation of the new framework and successful disaster 
management in next decades, first hand perceptions on local reality, people and their policy, 
assets, story of courage and failure are crucial. 

Context 

Defining ‘local people’ is key to the theme. Conventional development approach is 
unsuccessful yet to linking local people with disaster risk reduction policy mechanism. So 
redesigning the concept may start from redefining out the “Local community” first. Whether 
it refers to organization, institute, initiatives, people, community/Somaj or self-help group. 
Unfortunately, vast numbers of such ‘community’ already have been contaminated with 
“project greed”. It seems so far, that the desire of connecting locals to development 
hierarchy is largely driven by exploiting the resources- rather than exploring the knowledge, 
know-how, human and natural resources and of course the emotion. As a result, 
development strategy is something reluctant globally for investing on local initiatives, but 
this is forming an umbrella like structure. This concept of exploring the local’s potentiality 
turned into exploitation. Involving local people with locality development initiatives have 
been contaminated with group choice, political and economic power relationship mainly. 

Local people are the prime victims from disaster. Lack of consciousness among policy  
makers and researchers with local context regarding disaster issue intense the risk at local 
level. Local people’s voice is rarely heard at policy arena. When disaster strikes, they are the 
first responders. Traditionally, people at the locality have a plan and action for disaster 
management. Successful adoption of a global policy idea by the local people, firstly needs to 
have the policy flexibility of “Comply With” the local plan and actions pertinent to disaster 
risk reduction. It must be kept in mind that Disaster risk reduction is a issue of life and death 
to the local lives and livelihoods. So any policy plan and action will have to handle the local 
issue with the locally practiced “Emotional Liabilities”. It will be worthy to have clear view 
on policy perceptions, participation and integration of DRR issue at the local level. There, 
local policy formulation, social information sharing networks, issue of trust, inter-
connectiveness mechanisms among sectors and policy ideas will play the key role. This 
understanding can bridging the gaps among policy makers, researchers and local people. 
Bridging the linkage between local experiential wisdom and global knowledge is crucial, 
where local people themselves are the actors towards building resilient nation with 
innovative and endogenous practices. 
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Successful implementation of HFA2 depends largely on integrating local people in Global 
Disaster Management. At the local level, development governance is confined only to uni-
sectoral institutes or ideas. And public decision making mechanisms are absolutely 
contaminated with group choice, Socio-Political conflict and Mental-Economic poverty of 
individual person, group or institution. Development driven risks is a key issue of disaster 
resilience especially at the local level is widely been accepted and going to be considered 
into HFA2. In reality, Absence of DRR consciousness in development discourses, so far, has 
been largely ignored. Emerging consciousness and integration of DRR in sectors 
development practices can shape up the way of sustainable development. correcting 
mechanisms for past development outputs to reduce the factors those hinders disaster 
resilience of the locality is necessary as well. Very often, local people suffer from the 
destructive outcome of top enforced pseudo development activities at the local level. As a 
result, the underlying risk drivers inherent to development policies and practices generate 
and accumulate disaster risks at local level. Either money or politics driven pseudo 
development destroys the harmonized local systems, eliminate the existing resources and 
thus increase the disaster vulnerability to the locality.   

Finally, disaster risk reduction and adaptation processes are indivisible part of the survival of 
the local people. Ways to be formulated out to involve all of society people in policy 
mechanism process through investing local effort to bring multifaceted impacts on disaster 
risk reduction and climate change adaptation. The relationship among local wisdom, 
practice, innovation and natural surroundings has formed the unique socio-anthropological 
fabric blended with ecosystem approach which can be linked to the global knowledge 
towards an effective disaster risk management.  

 


