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Mr. President, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

I am pleased to have this opportunity to update this august gathering on the progress achieved by the Maldives in implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action and building a more disaster-resilient nation. Developing such resilience is a national priority for the new Government of the Maldives both in the context of “building back better” from the 2004 Tsunami and in the context of the growing threat posed by climate change. 
Mr. President,
The Maldives has made steady progress over the past two years in pursuit of the three strategic goals identified by the Hyogo Framework. The Maldives has affected a shift in overall focus from post-Tsunami relief and rehabilitation, to a forward-looking emphasis on disaster preparedness and prevention. 
A Disaster Management Bill is in its final stages of review and, when adopted, will provide a platform at all levels of society to address disaster risk reduction. Moreover, impressive work has already been done to integrate disaster risk reduction considerations into the wide-range of policies and projects, including the 7th National Development Plan, and the 2nd National Environment Action Plan. The Government is also focusing heavily on integrating disaster risk reduction strategies with the evolving national climate change policy. In this regard, the Maldives is undertaking a holistic approach that envisions climate change adaptation under the National Adaptation Programme of Action being conducted in concert with disaster risk reduction policy and also in tandem with the Maldives’ efforts to build a sustainable carbon-neutral society. Strong progress has also been made promoting disaster preparedness in the context of health, tourism, education and telecoms policy. 
Responsibility for formulating the Disaster Management Bill and for the horizontal integration of disaster risk reduction principles across other important national sectors falls with the National Disaster Management Centre. Although the NDMC previously focused on recovery and rehabilitation, it now focuses on prevention and has adopted a holistic approach covering hazard identification and mitigation, community preparedness, integrated response and recovery, and risk management. In addition to its policy and advocacy roles, the NDMC has also undertaken considerable on-the-ground work. It has trained more than 200 government officials from a range of ministries in basic concepts of disaster risk reduction, and has developed community preparedness plans in more than 30 islands. An early warning system has also begun to be rolled out across the country.  
Mr. President,

Despite these successes, a number of important challenges remain. First, it is vitally important that we move quickly to finalize and adopt the draft Disaster Management Bill. This will ensure a more coordinated and holistic approach to disaster prevention across society, and will also provide a clearer set of mandates to relevant agencies. Second, while assistance from international partners has allowed us to make a considerable amount of progress in a relatively short period of time, it is vital for the long-term viability of disaster reduction strategies that an effective transfer of skills and knowledge takes place so that local people can increasingly take-over. Local ownership will also ensure that progress is visible on-the-ground and not only on paper. As well as human resource issues, financial constraints also pose a threat to the implementation of individual projects. Third, and in common with many countries, there is still a tendency to see disaster prevention as the responsibility of the NDMC, rather than the horizontal responsibility of all relevant departments. Fourth the highly dispersed geography of the Maldives continues to pose challenges, for example in the context of carrying out local disaster risk assessments. Fifth, there has been a lack of dedicated research on disaster profiles and risk in the Maldives, which places constraints on good policy-making. Finally, in the context of climate change, the scale of the disaster management task facing the Maldives, especially in the absence of new and significant adaptation support, is daunting. 
Thank you. 

