Second Africa Regional Platform for DRR
Consultative Meeting

 5-7 May 2009 , United Nations Complex, Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya

OUTLINE FOR SESSION 7
Subject: “Disaster Preparedness and Disaster Risk Reduction challenges”
Keynote Address (based on HFA priority 5): "Strengthen disaster preparedness for effective response at all levels”

Purpose:

At times of disaster, impacts and losses can be substantially reduced if authorities, individuals and communities in hazard-prone areas are well prepared and ready to act and are equipped with the knowledge and capacities for effective disaster management
Key Activities:
1. Strengthen policy, technical and institutional capacities in regional, national and local disaster management: strengthen capacities for technology, training, human and material resources
2. Promote and support dialogue, exchange of information and coordination: promote cooperation among early warning, disaster risk reduction, disaster response, development and other relevant agencies and institutions at all levels to foster holistic approach towards disaster risk reduction
3. Strengthen/develop coordinated regional approaches: create or upgrade regional policies, operational mechanisms, plans and communication systems to prepare for and ensure rapid and effective disaster response in situations that exceed national coping capacities
4. Prepare or review and periodically update disaster preparedness and contingency plans and policies at all levels: focus on the most vulnerable areas and groups; promote regular disaster preparedness exercises, including evacuation drills, to ensure rapid and effective disaster response and access to essential food and non-food relief supplies responding to local needs
5. Promote the establishment of emergency funds: ensure appropriate funds to support response, recovery and preparedness measures
6. Engage stakeholders: develop specific mechanisms to engage the active participation and ownership of relevant stakeholders, including communities, in disaster risk reduction, building on the spirit of volunteerism
Key Messages to facilitate discussion:

· How is UNOCHA contributing to disaster preparedness for effective response in the region
· Which tools and practices are used to achieve this
· Which challenges and opportunities prevail

· Etc.
