Second Africa Regional Platform for DRR
Consultative Meeting

 5-7 May 2009 , United Nations Complex, Gigiri, Nairobi, Kenya

OUTLINE FOR SESSION 3
Subject: “Institutional mechanisms and frameworks for Disaster Risk Reduction:  progress, challenges and opportunities” 

Based on the HFA priority 1): "Ensure that disaster risk reduction is a national and a local priority with a strong institutional basis for implementation”
Purpose:

Countries that develop policy, legislative and institutional frameworks for disaster risk reduction and that are able to develop and track progress through specific and measurable indicators have greater capacity to manage risks and to achieve widespread consensus for, engagement in and compliance with disaster risk reduction measures across all sectors of society.
Key Activities:
1. Establish national institutional and legislative frameworks: establish national integrated disaster risk reduction mechanisms (for example multi-sectoral national platforms) with designated responsibilities; integrate risk reduction, as appropriate, into development policies and planning; adopt, or modify where necessary, legislation to support disaster risk reduction; Recognize the importance and specificity of local risk patterns and trends, decentralize responsibilities and resources for disaster risk reduction
2. Allocate resources for disaster risk reduction: Assess existing human resource capacities for disaster risk reduction; develop capacity-building plans and programmes; allocate resources for the development and the implementation of disaster risk management policies, programmes, laws and regulations on disaster risk reduction in all relevant sectors
3. Promote community participation: adoption of specific policies, the promotion of networking, strategic management of volunteer resources, attribution of roles and responsibilities, and delegation and provision of the necessary authority and resources
Key Messages to facilitate discussion:

· How is UNDP BCPR contributing to building institutional mechanisms and frameworks for disaster risk reduction in the region

· Which progress has been made in the region

· Which challenges and opportunities prevail

· Etc.
