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OUTLINE FOR SESSION 2
Subject: “Disaster Risk Reduction at the Sub-Regional Level”
Keynote Address (based on HFA): "Progress made at Sub-Regional level in implementing the Hyogo Framework for Action and the Africa Regional Strategy and Programme for Disaster Risk Reduction; Learning experiences and challenges ahead for the Sub-Regions”

Purpose:

The implementation of and follow-up to the strategic goals and priorities for action set out in the Hyogo Framework for Action should be addressed by different stakeholders in a multi-sectoral approach, including the development sector. States, regional and international organizations, including the United Nations and international financial institutions, are called upon to integrate disaster risk reduction considerations into their sustainable development policy, planning and programming at all levels. Civil society, including volunteers and community-based organizations, the scientific community and the private sector are vital stakeholders in supporting the implementation of disaster risk reduction at all levels.

Regional organizations with a role related to disaster risk reduction are called upon to undertake the following tasks within their mandates, priorities and resources:
1. Promote regional programmes, including programmes for technical cooperation, capacity development, the development of methodologies and standards for hazard and vulnerability monitoring and assessment, the sharing of information  and effective mobilization of resources, in view of supporting national and regional efforts to achieve the objectives of this Framework for Action
2. Undertake and publish regional and sub-regional baseline assessments of the disaster risk reduction status, according to the needs identified and in line with their mandates
3. Coordinate and publish periodic reviews on progress in the region and on impediments and support needs, and assist countries, as requested, in the preparation of periodic national summaries of their programmes and progress
4. Establish or strengthen existing specialized regional collaborative centres, as appropriate, to undertake research, training, education and capacity building in the field of disaster risk reduction
5. Support the development of regional mechanisms and capacities for early warning to disasters, including for tsunami

Information on DRR related activities, Regional Economic Commissions:

ECCAS: 
In 2009, with technical support from UNISDR, the ECCAS Coordinating Bureau for the Environment and Natural Resources has drafted a sectoral disaster risk reduction policy and outlined a process to develop and validate this among a broad range of regional stakeholders in disaster risk reduction.  Both documents are to be presented for endorsement by ECCAS Heads of State in early 2009.

ECCAS has also formulated a comprehensive programme for disaster risk reduction which has been awarded €1,868,000 by the European Union to be implemented over four years (2009-13).

ECOWAS: 
Between 2003 and 2004, ECOWAS Ministers participated in the development of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction.  They also established an ECOWAS Technical Committee on Disaster Management to recommend ways to operationalise a disaster risk reduction strategy in the region.  

In 2006, following the recommendations of the Techical Committee and with the support of UNISDR, ECOWAS Department for Humanitarian Affairs produced a regional policy for disaster risk reduction in the region, which was subsequently adopted by the Heads of State of ECOWAS members in 2007.  

The policy established a commitment for the ECOWAS Peace Fund to provide core financial resources for disaster risk reduction, funding and other types of partnerships have been agreed with World Bank GFDRR and UNISDR to operationalise the disaster risk reduction policy.  

The policy also established a new institutional framework, including a new Disaster Risk Reduction Division within the Humanitarian Affairs Department, and an Inter-departmental Coordinating Committee within the ECOWAS Commission, to manage its implementation.  

IGAD: 
Disaster risk reduction issues have been a central concern for IGAD since its foundation.  A disaster management strategy focusing on building the capacities of national disaster management institutions to develop plans policies, legislation, and information management strategies has formed part of the IGAD strategy for sustainable development in the region since 2003.  To enhance the capacities of national disaster risk management institutions, IGAD developed a disaster risk management training kit, which is still being used in the region.

With the active participation and involvement of the member states and partners, the IGAD Secretariat has formulated a regional Disaster Risk Management Programme. The programme has seven components which are in line with Hyogo Framework for Action and are expressed as the following objectives:
The mainstreaming of disaster risk reduction into other key sectors is also evident in IGAD Environment and Natural Resources Strategy 2007, which is explicitly linked to the Disaster Risk Management Strategy and includes several actions related to the use of environmental and natural resources information for disaster risk reduction purposes.

IGAD’s flagship institution for climate risk management - the Climate Prediction and Applications Centre – is playing an increasingly important role in disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation in the region.  
SADC: 
SADC’s engagement in disaster risk reduction issues dates back to the development of the Regional Vulnerability Assessment Committee (RVAC) in 1999, as a multi-agency initiative to analyze food crisis vulnerability at sub-regional and national levels (through NVACs), and to improve food security in the sub-region.  
In 2001 SADC developed a new strategic framework, called the Regional Indicative Strategic Development Plan (RISDP), to provide Member States with a coherent and comprehensive development agenda on social and economic policies over the next fifteen years, including a disaster management plan.
Progress in the disaster risk reduction agenda in Africa and on a global level led to a revision of the scope and timeframe of this plan in 2006. The revised plan, called the Disaster Risk Reduction Strategic Plan 2006-10, set out the SADC’s strategic direction to achieve the long-term goal of building the resilience of SADC nations and their communities to the impact of disasters.  It was decided to relocate the Disaster Management Unit within the SADC Executive Secretary, to provide it with the necessary leadership and authority to liaise across sectors and departments.  
IOC: 
From 2002 – 2005 the French Cooperation funded a regional project supporting the civil protection which contributed to the reinforcement of national capacities and to facilitate the joint regional interventions in the event of an emergency in a country of the Indian Ocean Commission. 
In July 2005 the Summit of the Heads of States and governments of the Indian Ocean Commission examined the possibility to establish a “network of insurance company assistance” for the Member States, to prevent and mitigate the impacts of natural disasters. A Tsunami Alarm system in the Indian Ocean (SATOI) was installed.  

In June 2007, the Secretary General ordered a feasibility study on “multi-stakeholders project to reinforce capacities for disaster prevention and management”, which was then presented to the five member states.  

From 23 – 24 January 2009 a consultative meeting was held in Saint Denis. The participants agreed on the outlines of a future regional project to reduce the impacts of the natural disasters in the Member States of the Indian Ocean Commission

Question: Which challenges and opportunities prevail at sub-regional level?
