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Your Excellencies

Distinguished Participants

Ladies and Gentlemen

On my own behalf and on behalf of the African Union Commission (AUC), I wish to register our appreciation for your coming to participate in this important meeting. I wish to convey our gratitude to you and through you to your respective governments and organizations. 
I would in particular wish to express our happiness with the presence of Her Excellency Margareta Wahlström, Assistant Secretary-General for Disaster Risk Reduction and Special Representative of the Secretary-General for the implementation of the Hyogo Framework for Action in the Secretariat for the International Strategy for Disaster Reduction.  The African Union Commission is pleased with the close cooperation and support received from the Secretariat of the United Nations International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (UNISDR) in many respects including the Second Africa Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction Consultative Meeting today. I was delighted to meet the team from UNISDR Africa Regional Office in Nairobi who came to my Office in Addis Ababa and we discussed the convening of this meeting and other strategic issues. I thank them for having come back to Addis Ababa and worked closely with my officers to lay ground work for this day. 
I would also like to recall the support we received from the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) for the Second Regional Platform Consultation and Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction held in Nairobi in December last year. 
I also wish to salute His Excellency Mr. Achim Steiner, UNEP Executive Director/United Nations Under-Secretary General, for your support to environment programmes and project across the African continent, and also for hosting the Secretariat of the African Ministerial Council on Environment (AMCEN). We are delighted that this meeting is being hosted at the United Nations Complex in Gigiri. We are impressed by the excellent arrangements for the smooth proceeding of our meeting.

The African Union Commission values this partnership which is constructive. Indeed,  the only sure way we can deal with global challenges is through collective efforts to monitor developments, predict what is coming in the short-term, medium and long term, prepare ourselves to either prevent disaster or mitigate its impact but also address the consequences of such disasters. Africa is most interested in this global partnership because we are the most vulnerable to disasters and yet least equipped. Nonetheless, the potential exists and through mechanisms such as the ISDR, we can harness our own potential and complement it with support from global partnership. 

We all recall the World Conference for Disaster Reduction which was held in January of 2005,  Kobe, Japan where delegates from all over the world agreed on the need for a “substantial reduction of disaster losses, in lives and in the social, economic and environmental assets”, as well as on the need for mechanisms to assist them towards this end. That is why we are proud to refer to the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015: Building the Resilience of Nations and Communities to Disasters. We are keen to follow it through.
I am happy that here present we have with us senior Government officials, sub-regional and regional organization officials who are responsible for disaster reduction and are in positions that  influence policy makers, and to make strategic/practical decisions for the implementation of disaster reduction policies at national level. We have here officials in charge of DRR or DRR-related issues in UN agencies, partner countries and international organizations; and technical and scientific sector and civil society institutions. I am sure you will all agree with me that together we can make a difference by restoring hope where there is despair occasioned by disasters; those that have occurred and those that are looming.
We look at DRR as complementary to our other programmes including the African Monitoring of the Environment for Sustainable Development (AMESD) for downloading earth observation data, the ClimDevAfrica Programme for enhancing capacity in the area of climate change for development, and the Great Green Wall for the Sahara Sahel initiative for reversing desertification. We look forward to more support for the success of these programmes.
We look forward to this meeting reviewing the progress in Africa at national, sub-regional and regional levels, in reducing human, social, economic and environmental losses due to natural hazards and related technological and environmental phenomena. We also hope to look at ways and means of accelerating the implementation of the Africa Strategy, the Programme of Action and, indeed, the Hyogo Framework for Action. We see this Africa Regional Platform Consultative Meeting as one that will serve as a consultation event prior to the upcoming Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction scheduled from 16 to 19 June 2009 in Geneva, Switzerland.

We also believe that the outputs of our meeting here will also make input for Africa’s Common Position for the global climate change negotiations due in December 2009 in Copenhagen, Denmark. The African Union Commission, Regional Economic Communities and member States are all working hard for a post-Kyoto Protocol that will provide for enhancement of Africa’s capacity to adapt to and mitigate climate change, and to finance valorisation of Africa’s forest, river and lake basins that serve as carbon sinks, as well as harnessing renewable energies from hydro, solar, wind, and biomass sources. 
As we step up our efforts, we count on the support of all our partners.

I thank you for your attention.
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