5 May 2009

UNISDR Africa
Second Africa Regional Platform for DRR Consultative Meeting

Summary - DAY1
1. Africa’s high vulnerability to natural hazards along with existing challenges such as poverty, conflict, rapid urbanization, and pressure on environment was highlighted. Kenya’s case was elaborated by the Government of Kenya and the UN Resident Coordinator. 
2. It was also highlighted that disaster risk reduction (DRR) is crucial for economic development and sustainable development in Africa.
3. The implementation of the Africa Strategy, the Programme of Action and the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) could complement various on-going activities and existing institutions of governments, AUC, RECs, UN agencies, civil societies etc. 
4. Interests were expressed in updating the Programme of Action for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy. It was suggested that the revision should be done by carefully examining realities at national and sub-regional levels, strengthening monitoring and operational arrangement, and by encouraging partnership.   

5. Regional climate monitoring centres highlighted their good products for forecasting and monitoring extreme climate events. Nevertheless, the participants highlighted gaps in data availability and collection, and importance of reaching out to end-users for utilizing and responding to such information and data.  
6. Regional economic communities (RECs) reported their progress in developing institutional and policy framework. While their good progress was noted, the more needs were expressed for operationalizing these policies at national level. Lack of human and financial resources at national and sub-regional levels were also mentioned in several presentations. 
7. A strong message came out that DRR should be linked to climate change, and should be advocated by the African region in a preparatory process towards UNFCCC COP15 in Copenhagen.
8. In order to promote Africa’s regional position on DRR, the process should involve wide range of stakeholders and communities. African parliamentarians could promote DRR strongly, particularly by linking with climate change. 
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