DISASTER REDUCTION IN ASIA & PACIFIC – ISDR INFORMS
Proposed structure and format, 2008 Edition

Section 1. Editorial (Information will be obtained from UNISDR & EC)

Section 2. UN/ISDR Global News (Information will be obtained from UNISDR GVA)

This section aims at informing regional partners of major policy processes and global activities being initiated or launched from Headquarters such as global awareness-raising activities like the Global campaign on “Hospitals Safe from Disasters”, the Guidance for integrating climate change adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction, or the UN Sasakawa Award for Disaster Reduction, etc.

Section 3. UN/ISDR Regional News (Information will be provided by UNISDR Asia & Pacific)

In this section, the UN/ISDR Asia & Pacific will take the opportunity to convey to you news on any ISDR activities carried out in the region or with a regional relevance to your work (launch of regional ISDR initiatives, list of conferences and events on DRR in the region etc.)  

Section 4. Partners in Action (Open call for contribution)

We strongly need your contributions to make this section of interest to all of us, to share experience and knowledge on what is taking place in DRR in the Asia and Pacific region and different countries, what are the good practices that could be used and replicated in other countries facing similar hazards and vulnerability contexts, highlight promising innovative measures in DRR, describe successful projects and initiatives, provide articles or opinion pieces about selected themes and position papers on specific cases, scientific and technical papers. This section includes regional and national sub-sections.

4.1 Regional

All partners from the Asia and Pacific region have an opportunity to present experiences and/or promote their own initiatives in DRR at regional level in this sub-section. 

4.2 National

This sub-section provides opportunities for all partners from the Asia and Pacific region to present experiences and/or promote their own initiative in DRR, ranging from Government to the NGO community, national and local levels. 

Section 5. Thematic Areas of Focus (Information will be provided by WHO) & (Open call for contribution)

This section will present health related aspects linked to disaster risk reduction such as the activities and lessons learned from the World Disaster Reduction Campaign 2008-2009 on “Hospitals safe from disasters: Reduce risk, Protect health facilities, Save lives” by the WHO & the UN/ISDR with support of the World Bank in the Asia & Pacific region.

Section 6. Disasters in the Asia and Pacific region 

This section will include information of any disaster that took place in the region and provide, when possible, analyses of the events. The scientific and technical expertise from competent partners is strongly sought. The descriptions and analyses may have on:

· Nargis Cyclone in Myanmar (Information will be provided by UNOCHA)

· Sichuan Earthquake in China (Information will be provided by HFA Focal Person – China)

· Indications of emerging risks (Information will be provided by Seeds Asia / Kyoto University)

· Suggestions of other disasters of significant impact at the community level are welcome.

Section 7. Building Resilience to Tsunami in Indian Ocean (Information will be provided by AIDCO Partners)

The frequency and impact of disasters are rising, with disproportionate impact on poor nations and communities. We cannot prevent disasters from occurring, but we can enhance people and nations’ capacity and knowledge with respect to disaster risk reduction hence strengthening their resilience to disasters. Given the devastating impact of the 2004 tsunami in the Indian Ocean and the Asia and Pacific region, this section will dedicate the special focus on “Building Resilience to Tsunami in the Indian Ocean”. The purpose of this section is to provide information, lessons learnt, experiences that enhance the long-term sustained national capacities and frameworks for resilience to tsunamis and to ensure the integration of disaster risk reduction including early warning systems in development processes. To this end, this section will include but not limited to the following subsections:

7.1 Strengthened national institutional capacity in disaster risk reduction (UNDP RCB, UNDP India, UNDP Indonesia, UNDP Maldives, UNEP, PWRI, Kyoto University, UNESCO)

Information on activities, projects, and programs that supports institutional capacity building in disaster risk reduction and management in the tsunami affected areas is strongly encouraged to include in this sub-section. The relevant information may include the following points:

· Capacities of national platforms and institutions for disaster risk reduction strengthened..

· Information on the regional coordination and information exchange mechanisms;

· Activities/project promoting the integration of disaster risk reduction in coastal zone management;

7.2 Public awareness and knowledge on tsunami risk and disaster risk reduction towards an enhanced culture of safety (UNDP Maldives, UNDP India, UNDP Sri Lanka, Kyoto University, Seeds India, Sarvodaya, Mercy Malaysia-MPBI, PWRI, ABU, Seeds Asia)

This sub-section will share information on activities/projects related information that facilitates the enhancement of public awareness regarding tsunami. It includes the following points:

· Good practices and lessons learned towards public awareness on tsunami and disaster risk tailored to local cultures and languages;

· Activities towards strengthening the role of education in early warning and disaster reduction.;

· Activities and projects that support the integration of natural hazards components and disaster risk reduction into school curriculum ;

· Development of tsunami educational materials with the members of the education system

7.3 Strengthened capacities of local communities towards disaster risk reduction (preparedness, mitigation and response) (UNESCO, UNDP India, UNDP Indonesia, UNDP Sri Lanka, Seeds Asia, Seeds India, Sarvodaya, Mercy Malaysia-EAS 118 & SHEEP, PWRI)

Activities/projects/good practices/lessons learnt developed to strengthen the capacities of local communities towards disaster risk reduction, which may include:

· Mechanisms for strengthening disaster risk reduction at the community level; 

· Activities on training of trainer programs for schoolteachers and disaster managers.
· Community tools and methods for effective disaster risk reduction.

· Activities/plans to strengthen the capacity and build the resilience of the tsunami high risk community

· Mechanisims for establishing and strengthening effective chain of communication between the community and local authorities;

7.4 Research and analysis on the risk and impact of tsunamis and other related natural hazards advanced (UNDP RCB, NIED Japan, Kyoto Uiversity, UNDP Maldives & Jawaharlal Nehru University)

Activities/projects/programs facilitating the coordination of research development and risk assessment in areas at high risk of future tsunami

· Comparative studies on the risks and socio-economic impacts of disasters carried out in high risk areas;

· Cost-benefit analysis of disaster risk reduction.

· Social impacts of the tsunami disaster.

· Analyses of tsunami historical records as well as identification of future tsunami prone areas.
Section 8. International Day For Disaster Reduction (Information will be provided by ASEAN)

This section will include a special report on the regional, national and local celebrations of the International Day for Disaster Reduction that took place on 08 October 2008 (proclaimed by United Nations General Assembly every second Wednesday of October).  For the past three years, the International Day is being jointly celebrated at the regional level in cooperation with the ASEAN Secretariat. Information regarding similar initiatives in other sub-regions is welcome, together with detailed information on the ASEAN Disaster Management Day celebrations.

Section 9. The Hyogo Framework for Action (Information will be provided by UNISDR Asia & Pacific)

Through this section we want to inform regional partners about what is HFA, how to implement HFA priorities at the regional, national and local levels through specific guidelines and highlight good illustrations of DRR and HFA’s implementation in various Asian and Pacific countries. This section will also include example of revisions of legislations/institutional arrangements carried out in selected countries to implement DRR along the lines of HFA as well as the development of national action plans/strategies/ programs for disaster risk reduction. 

All contributions on that specific theme are highly encouraged to highlight good practices and successful cases of political commitment to implement DRR that can be encouraged and replicated in other countries of the region, for the benefit of the most vulnerable. 

Section 10. Debate (Information will be provided by UNISDR Asia & Pacific)

This section provides space for the debate related to the issues of integrating DRR and CC adaptation, and building community resilience to natural disaster.

Section 11. Training Opportunities (Information will be obtained from IMU, UNISDR GVA)

This section will provide news about DRR training opportunities, DRR education programs offered by partners from the regional to national/local levels.

Section 12. Publications & Multimedia (Information will be obtained from UNISDR Asia & Pacific / IMU, UNISDR GVA)

This section will reflect news about publications on DRR produced by partners from the regional and national/local levels, videos, CD-ROMs and any other material related to disasters. 

