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” The economic losses for business sectors in the region 
during the period from January to March 2020 are 

estimated at about 420 billion dollars, or 8% of the region 
wealth”  

 

Mr. Sujit Mohanty, Chief - UNDRR ROAS   

 

DRR CHALLENGE        

 

COVID- 19 pandemic has caused unprecedented disruption around the world, with 

measures to contain the spread of the virus having significant impacts on Small and 

Medium-Sized Enterprises (SMEs) globally and in the Arab countries. 

Many SMEs face significant challenges, the increased likelihood of closure, the 

stumble in wage payments, the difficulty of collecting financial benefits and many other 

challenges. 

The United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Arab state ARISE  are 

keen to achieve many of the strategic objectives associated with the response to 

COVID-19  pandemic,  one of the main activities emerging from these strategic 

objectives is to provide guidance and tools to implement business continuity within 

factories and companies, particularly small and medium-sized companies, in order to 

increase resilience in these enterprises. 

To improve the resilience of small  and medium-sized companies there must be good 

risk management,  an accident and emergency response structure and clear plans and 

procedures to ensure business continuity, so this dialogue session will be suitable for 

SME owners and we will work together to clarify the basis for developing an action plan 

to implement business continuity within these different entities.   

 

 

 



 

WEBINAR OBJECTIVE 

The main objective of this discussion session is to clarify the importance of business 

recovery and continuity and how to lead in such a challenging time and be able to 

contribute to the continuity of companies in providing their services and products in 

light of the repercussions of COVID-19. 

Specific Objectives:  

▪ Understand Sendai Framework linkages in improving the resilience of small and 

medium-sized companies and the impact of COVID 19 on Enterprises 

(Emerging, Small, Medium) 

▪ Beyond the epidemic, opportunities, challenges and how to plan for it  

▪ A look at the government measures in the United Arab Emirates to support the 

private sector 

▪ The importance of applying business continuity in order to enhance the 

company’s resilience & how to implement business continuity in light of the 

limited available resources 

▪ Technology, innovative solutions, and Artificial Intelligence role in supporting 

business continuity  

 

 

 
 

 
1. Mr. Sujit Mohanty, Chief - UNDRR ROAS  

2. Dr. Saif Al Dahari, NCEMA  

3. Mr. Ahmed Riyadh, Board Member – ARISE / Founder of “Together we 

Continue” initiative  

4. Eng. Rasheed Al Ballaa, Chief Operating Officer - National Technology Group 

 
Moderated by Rania Hammad, External Relations Officer, UNDRR ROAS  

 

 

 

 

PANELISTS 



 

 

 

 
▪ It is essential to understand Sendia Framework and how it improves the 

resilience of small and medium size companies and their ability to face the 

emerging pandemic of COVID-19 

▪ DRR provides tools to support business continuity and early recovery that 

identify the opportunities and challenges beyond COVID-19 

▪ COVID-19 has proven the necessity of having plans to ensure business 

continuity of public and private sectors and the national and local governments 

play a key role to raise the level of resilience of SMEs  

▪ Board Member of ARISE emphasized the need to identify a roadmap for small 

and medium companies to help them implement business continuity and 

demonstrated free tools that are available through an initiative called “Together 

We Continue” 

▪ Technology and artificial intelligence (AI) plays a big role in directing our 

resources and how it should be utilized to improve SMEs in its recovery from 

COVID-19 

▪ It is important to identify the digital transformation in the Arab region and the 

expected challenges and opportunities related to digital transformation after 

COVID-19 
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Watch the webinar here  

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0QkKDeaXwGU

