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Experience Sharing Workshop: 
Making Cities Sustainable and Resilient in Mongolia 

 
04-05 December, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 

 
Concept Note 

 
 
“..sustainable and inclusive development is in itself a major factor of prevention…prevention of natural disasters 
and other aspects in which the resilience of societies is so important today.”1 
 

UN Secretary General António Guterres 
 
Background  
 
Cities are hubs for ideas, commerce, culture, science, productivity, social development and much more. At their 
best, cities have enabled people to advance socially and economically. Yet now that half of the world’s population 
live in cities, making sustainable and resilient cities - amidst a changing climate, rapidly depleting resources, and 
unplanned urbanization - is one of our greatest challenges and opportunities. 
 
Current and future challenges of mainstreaming climate change adaptation and disaster risk reduction in 
development planning demand new approaches, mechanisms, sets of skills and competencies that need to be 
identified and strengthened in order to form the basis of increasing public demand and political commitment to 
local actions and budget allocations.  
 
To support the local governments in reducing risk, addressing sustainable development challenges, and to achieve 
target ‘e’ of the Sendai Framework and indicator 11b of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), the United 
Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) and the European Commission have engaged in a three-year 
initiative “Making cities sustainable and resilient: implementing the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk 
Reduction 2015-2030 at the local level”.  Under this initiative, UNISDR and its partners have been working with 
20 high risk cities globally2 to strengthen capacities to develop and facilitate the implementation of disaster risk 
reduction and resilience plans. 200 other Making Cities Resilient members are working towards establishing their 
baselines using the Disaster Resilience Scorecard for Cities.  

                                                 
1 UN Secretary-General António Guterres’ remarks at the High-level Political Forum on Sustainable Development, UN Headquarters, 17 

July 2017 
2 Cities in Asia Pacific are: Honiara, Solomon Islands; Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia; Kathmandu City, Nepal; Dhaka North City Cooperation, 
Bangladesh; Cilacap Regency, Indonesia; and Mawlamyine, Myanmar. 
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UNISDR in collaboration with NEMA and the United Nations in Mongolia worked together to engage cities in the 
Making Cities Resilient Campaign, starting in 2016, where three major cities joined the Campaign: Ulaanbaatar, 
Darkhan and Erdenet. It was followed by the first training on the Implementation of the Sendai Framework at the 
local level for Eastern and Govi provinces hosted by Dalanzadgad.  In 2017, a series of trainings took place in 
Darkhan, Ulaanbaatar and Bulgan reaching out to Northern, Southern and Central provinces.  
 
The capacity development workshops not only provided fundamental knowledge on disaster risk reduction and 
sustainable development, but also helped equip city officials with tools in self-assessing the disaster resilience 
building progress and developing DRR and resilience action plans. As result, in January 2018 all Cities in Mongolia 
joined the Making Cities Resilient Campaign. In April 2018, Ulaanbaatar City conducted the Disaster Resilient 
Scorecard with all its 9 districts and in August 2018, Ulaanbaatar City developed its local disaster risk reduction 
plan. More recently, the Western provinces get together in Ulaangom to attend the training on MCR Campaign 
tools.   
 
Workshop Objectives and Expected Outcomes 
 
Overall, the workshop is expected that cities in Mongolia shares their results in applying the Making Cities Resilient 
Campaign tools and approaches to build local resilience to disasters.  
 
The workshop aims to: 

• Identify what are the key challenges and capacities needs to overcome the issues identified.  

• Peer learning on development disaster risk reduction plans 

• exchange experiences and build connections towards city-to-city collaboration in resilience building 
among participating cities, partners and stakeholders. 

 
Expected Outcomes:  

• Cities in Mongolia have shared their results of the Disaster Resilience Scorecard and actions towards 
addressing the gaps encountered 

• Cities in Mongolia enhanced understanding and equipped with tools for developing local DRR plans 

• Network among Mongolia cities, partners and stakeholder strengthened to complement the development 
and implementation of DRR and resilience action plans 

 
Targeted Participants: 85 participants 

• Local government officials and Local NEMA persons of 21 provinces 

• Representatives of Ulaanbaatar City  

• Representatives of the 9 Districts of Ulaanbaatar 
 
Language: English 
 
Venue 
‘Jargalant’ Re-Training and Rehabilitation Center, NEMA, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia. 
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Experience Sharing Workshop: 
Making Cities Sustainable and Resilient in Mongolia 

 
Tentative Agenda 

Day One 04 December 2018 

 

9:00 – 9:30 

 

Opening Session  

• Welcome Speech: Senior Representative of NEMA 

• Ms Beate Trankmann, United Nations Resident Coordinator in 
Mongolia 

• H.E Traian Laurentiu Hristea, Ambassador of the European Union to 
Mongolia 

• Introductory remarks: Mr Sanjaya Bhatia, Head of Office for North 
East Asia and Global Education and Training Institute (UNISDR  ONEA-
GETI)           

• Message from Ms Sayanaa Lkhagvasuren, Adviser to Deputy Prime 
Minister of Mongolia 

• Overview of the workshop: Objectives, expected outcomes and 
participants’ introduction, Ms Bazarragchaa  

 

9:30 – 10:00 Asia Regional Plan for Implementation of the Sendai Framework for Disaster 
Risk Reduction 2015-2030  
 

• Presentation:  Making Cities Resilient and progress made in Mongolia, 
Ms Ana Thorlund, UNISDR 

• Presentation: Experience and achievement of Ulaanbaatar City 
 

10:00 – 11:00 Applying the MCR Tools Assessment – Results from Northerner Provinces  

• Presentation: Presentation of the Results of Erdenet and Darkhan 
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 Cities     

• Presentation and Q&A 

11:00- 12:00 

 

  Special Session 1: Learning from Role Model City - Makati City 
 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 

 

13:00 –15:00 • Group Discussions by Regions: Experience of applying the Disaster 
Resilience Scorecard tool to assess risk management situation in own 
cities.  

15:00 – 15:15 Coffee break 

15:15 -  17:30 
• Group Presentations from Central, East and West Provinces 

Review of the Scorecard Assessment 
 

Day Two 05 December 2018 

9:00 – 9:30 

 

Reflections of Key learnings  

• Presentation: NEMA  

• Plenary Discussion: Key areas to address in the Local DRR Plan 

 

9:30-10:00 Special Session 2: Managing Risk of Drought 
 

• Presentation Korean Expert:  Mr Ahn Heung-hwan, Deputy Director, 
Climate Disaster Response Division, Ministry of the Interior and Safety 

10:00– 12:00 Developing and Implementing Local Disaster Risk Reduction Plan  

• Presentation:  Ms Ana Thorlund, UNISDR  

• Presentation:  Sharing Incheon City Experience in Disaster Risk 
Reduction, Ms Seon-Joo Kang, Deputy Director, Incheon City   

• Presentation:  Sharing of experience on developing the Local DRR 
Plan from Ulaanbaatar City. 

12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 

13:00 –15:00 Way Forward and Planning for the Implementable Local DRR Action Plans 

• Group discussion by provinces: focusing on Local DRR plans. 

• Wrap Up & Closing (UNISDR)    

15:00 – 15:15 Coffee break 


