




The Natech database eNatech is specifically designed for the systematic 

collection and analysis of worldwide Natech accident data (available at http://

enatech.jrc.ec.europa.eu ).  

Rapid Natech risk assessment and mapping tool RAPID-N allows quick 

regional and local Natech risk assessment, including natural hazard damage 

assessment and accident consequence analysis with minimum data 

requirements (available at http://rapidn.jrc.ec.europa.eu ). (Requires prior 

authorization).  

The Natech addendum to the OECD Guiding Principles for Chemical Accident 

Prevention, Preparedness and Response contains amendments to the original 

guiding principles (available at www.oecd.org/chemicalsafety/guiding-

principles-chemical-accident-prevention-preparedness-and-response.htm ).  
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Box 1 ��
Good practices for addressing Natech risk  

European Union - Directive 2012/18/EC on the control of major-accident hazards involving 
dangerous substances (Seveso III Directive), which regulates chemical accident risks at fixed 
industrial installations, explicitly addresses Natech risks and requires the installations to routinely 
identify environmental hazards, such as floods and earthquakes, and to evaluate them in safety 

reports. 
The inclusion of Natech risks in the Seveso Directive acknowledges that awareness of this risk has 
been growing steadily in Europe since the Natech accidents during the 2002 summer floods. 

Japan  - The Law on the Prevention of Disasters in Petroleum Industrial Complexes and Other 
Petroleum Facilities was updated after the Tokaichi-oki earthquake triggered several fires at a 

refinery in 2003. Moreover, the amended Japanese High Pressure Gas Safety Law requires 
companies to take any additional measure necessary to reduce the risk of accidents, and to protect 
their workers and the public from any accidental releases caused by earthquakes and tsunamis. 

United States -  The State of California released the California Accidental Release Prevention 
(CalARP) Program, which calls for a risk assessment of potential hazardous materials releases as 

the result of an earthquake. 
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10. Tropical Cyclone (To be completed 
soon) 
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