Executive summary
Africa holds half of the world’s
most risk-prone countries, and is
experiencing a rising number of
disasters. The continent’s progression
towards sustainable development
requires that government and
development actors recognise and
react to the importance of disaster
risk reduction (DRR). Historically, a
pattern of progress and setbacks
has occurred, where droughts and
floods – two of the most common
natural hazards – cause significant
displacement of populations, losses
in agriculture and infrastructure, and
present challenges to planning in
the face of increasing urbanisation
across the continent. All of these have
negative impacts on the continent’s
development achievements.

Global concern for DRR, particularly
in developing countries, has led to the
establishment of the United Nations
Office for Disaster Risk Reduction
(UNISDR). Its mandate, defined by
UN General Assembly resolutions,
includes its designation as the
focal point in the UN’s system for
coordinating disaster reduction, and
ensuring regional organisations in
the socioeconomic and humanitarian
fields work together to the greatest
effect. The importance of managing
risk and building resilience has been
high on the international agenda
and was highlighted in 2015 and
2016 by Agenda 2030’s Sustainable
Development Goals, the Paris
Agreement on climate change and
the World Humanitarian Summit.

This report, produced by
Development Initiatives on behalf
of UNISDR, profiles the frequency,
location and severity of natural
hazards across the continent. It
examines risk drivers that exacerbate
natural hazards’ impacts on
populations, and analyses the state of
Africa’s preparedness against the risk
of disaster in relation to the Hyogo
Framework for Action (HFA, 2005–
2015). The authors consider the roles
of other stakeholders, such as the
private sector, as well as the financing
and investments supporting countries
to prepare for disasters. The report
concludes by looking forward to how
preparedness will be measured by the
Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk
Reduction (2015–2030).

FIGURE 1

Number of reported intensive natural hazards per year in Africa, 1985–2015
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