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Indonesia is situated at the junction of three tectonic plates. Therefore, we can find lots of volcanos and islands in the 
country. These conditions give also rise to frequent dangerous volcanic eruptions and tsunamis in Indonesia.

To protect ourselves, learning about these hazards from “young age“ is very important. You should understand the geological 
conditions of Indonesia with its rich resources but also its hazard potential.

That is, why the Geological Agency of Indonesia has produced this book for you. We hope, that you can enjoy reading and 
learning about Indonesia’s Tectonic Secret, which is so essential for us, who live in Indonesia.

Let’s read and learn!

All yours,
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differently

 And it is part of your own 
preparedness.

To reduce the danger of destruction, our 

goverment has made requirements for 

construction, so that a house remains stable 

during an earthquake and does not collapse 

onto our heads. We call this a “Building 

Code”. When building a house, it is very 

important that we follow these rules for 

our own safety.
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On December 26th in 2014 a large earthquake 

occured beyond Sumatra which caused a 

disastrous tsunami that hit several countries. 

As you probably learned in school, Banda Aceh 

was affected specially hard at that time. Far 

more than a hundred thousand  people lost their

a
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Volcanos are products of the tectonic plates’ 

movement. They are usually situated along the 

bordes of the plates. Most volcanos on the 

Earth can be found along the coasts of the 

Pacific Ocean, along the subduction areas of 

the Pacific Plate. If we look at them on a globe, 

the volcanos are like perls on a chain. This 

chain is called the Ring of Fire. Indonesia is 

located on this Ring of Fire, and there are 129 

active volcanos, more than in any other country 

in the world! Some are very popular too, like 

Merapi or Krakatau.

 With their fertile soils, volcanic ashes form the 

livelihood for millions of people, but at the same 

time, volcanos can cause fear, sicknees and 

death, when they erupt. Eruption means that the 

crater spits out ash, lava or gas because of the 

high pressure inside the earth.

Fortunately, scientists can predict these 

out-breaks quite well. Still, though, in February 

2014,
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To your right there are colored squares with questions. 
Enter your answer in the line with the corresponding 
colour or letter per square, from left to right. Transfer 
the letters from the grey fields into the grey squares 
in the result fields below, keeping the same number 
sequence. If you answered all questions correctly, they 
help you to answer teh final question : 
What is the name of the biggest tectonic plate?
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