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Context
The economic growth in Africa remains robust. A third of countries in the region are growing by at least 6 percent per year. West Africa is expected to continue its rapid growth with rates of 6.7 percent in 2013 and 7.4 percent in 2014 and has become the fastest growing region of the continent (African Economic Outlook, 2013). Economic growth over the past decade did not have the expected impact on poverty reduction. Despite an emerging middle class in Africa, translating economic growth into poverty reduction and building peace in some fragile countries and regions remain the main challenges for the continent’s future.
DRR Perspectives in Africa 
While governments seek to accelerate economic growth, Africa’s future risk profile continues to be characterised by a ‘duality’ of high to medium vulnerability as well as high exposure of economic and community assets to risks. A rapidly changing global climate is expected to exacerbate risks with increasingly unforeseen climate extremes. The frequency and intensity of droughts have likely increased in West Africa while East Africa is expected to become warmer with increased rainfall (IPCC, 2013). To counter vulnerability, Africa should support, as a priority, DRR programmes and climate resilient development to ensure sustainable and resilient development.
With an urban population growing at a rate of 4.87 percent per year, Africa is the fastest urbanising continent (UN-HABITAT, 2001). Furthermore global economic production and consumption is now concentrated in cities: 80 percent of global GDP is now produced in cities (UNEP, 2013). Increasing urban populations and concentrated investment in capital provide a basis for high risk accumulation. What this means for Africa is to have a relook at the way disasters have been countered. 
Changing Disaster Paradigms
Efforts to address disasters can be paraphrased under three related paradigms. Since the Biafra war (Nigeria 1967-1970), Africa has been undertaking humanitarian assistance activities for both civil conflict and disasters caused by natural hazard. Humanitarian assistance was guided by the principle of “exceptional intervention with limited time” in order to restore the situation before the disaster, and, “go back home” waiting for the next disaster. 
The second paradigm was marked by disaster risk reduction efforts, starting with the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction: 1990-99, World Conference on Disaster Reduction and adoption of Yokohama Strategy 1994, International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 2000, and culminating in the Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015. Though this was a major shift in focus from a ‘fire brigade approach’ to proactive risk management approach, the emphasis remained on reduction alone and not prevention.
The lessons learnt from the implementation of HFA have led to the third paradigm – risks are not extraneous to development but are also driven by and resulting from development processes. This is exemplified by the fact that DRR (supporting respons-driven actions) did lead to reduction in mortality levels, but could not prevent economic losses. These, as pointed out earlier, are accentuated by rapid urbanisation and capital concentration. This paradigm, focused on risk prevention and reduction and investment for resilience, is expected to be reflected in the post-2015 framework for disaster risk reduction. 
The Africa Working Group
The need for an Africa Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction was first proposed by the UN Inter-Agency Task Force on DRR at its 8th meeting held in Geneva, November 2003. The First African Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (Addis Ababa, December 2005) called for the establishment of the Working Group, while the Second African Ministerial Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction (Nairobi, April 2010) called on the African Union Commission to ‘reconstitute the Africa Working Group on Disaster Risk Reduction to provide coordination and technical support to Member States for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and its Programme of Action’.
The Africa Working Group provides coordination and technical support to AUC, RECs, Member States and partners for the implementation of the Africa Regional Strategy for Disaster Risk Reduction and its Programme of Action, in line with HFA. The AWG Core Group normally meets on a biannual basis while the AWG Extended Group meets annually, mainly in run up to or back-to-back with continental meetings or platforms. 
Objectives and Outputs of the Meeting
[bookmark: _GoBack]The next AWG meeting is an extended one, being held in run-up to the Fifth Africa Regional Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction (Abuja, Nigeria, 5 – 8 May 2014: www.preventionweb.net/afrp/2014) where the Africa Position on HFA-2 will be adopted through a Ministerial Declaration. The AWG is expected to work as the Advisory/Steering Committee for the Platform and would aim to:
1. Refine and fine-tune the draft Africa Position on HFA-2, developed through a consultative process.
2. Review DRR progress in Africa since the last AWG meeting (Johannesburg, 18-19 April 2013)
3. Update on action points as identified in the last meeting
Meeting result expectations:
1. Final draft of the Africa Position on HFA-2 (to be presented to AfRP for consultation)
2. Other draft documents, as deemed necessary for the Africa Regional Platform
3. Agreed programme for the AfRP
4. Future partner engagement process 
Administrative Information
The meeting will be hosted by the ECOWAS Commission (www.ecowas.int). The invitation letters are being issued by African Union Commission (Chair) and UNISDR (Secretariat). For any information, please contact: Animesh.Kumar@unisdr.unon.org and WanambwaL@africa-union.org. A detailed administrative note will be shared with confirmed participants. Africa Position on HFA-2
Africa has been progressing well to develop its position on the post-2015 framework for DRR (HFA-2). The progress can be summarised as: 
· At the Fourth Africa Regional Platform, Arusha, Tanzania, February 2013, a round table was convened to elicit stakeholder feedbacks on HFA-2 (www.unisdr.org/we/inform/events/30143)
· The continental position developed at the regional platform was presented by the African Union at the Fourth Global Platform for DRR, Geneva, Switzerland, May 2013. The position was refined at a consultation with African delegates preceding the platform and included a section on HFA-2 (www.preventionweb.net/globalplatform/2013/programme/consultation/view/463) 
· HFA-2 consultations were held at sub-regional, national and local levels with participation from all stakeholders (www.preventionweb.net/posthfa/consultation-process). Africa is represented at the Joint Advisory Group chaired by the SRSG for the development of HFA-2.
· An HFA-2 Consultative Meeting was held in Nairobi, Kenya, November 2013, to review the consolidated outcomes and develop a draft Africa Position on HFA-2 in the form of a Summary Statement (please   see http://preventionweb.net/go/35675. 
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