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SCIENCE WEEK. Provincial science

fair at the Christ the King College in

San Fernando, La Union. The fair

featured seminars and lectures on P

geologic disasters. Mr. Louie ROVI -
Dabao, a seismologist was among Ncml‘ SCIENCE- FA|

those invited to talk about 1 JULY - 8 JULY 1’97
earthquake.
Christ the King College, Sp . Fernandg La
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Mr. Dabao’s move was by habit as he entered the
school. He checked the floor plan.

He inspected the fire extinguishers.
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the auditorium is.

An alarm rang. He went upstairs where




Suddenly, a flood of children came rushing to the stairs. /

........

Can't you children go to the auditorium
in an orderly manner!

to hear the career speakers.

I'm sorry about the children,
sir.They are just probably eager
| am Ms. Tapia.

Glad o meet you ma‘am.
I'm Mr. Louie Dabao. J

Oh, you're one of the 1
speakers. I'm sorry, |
should have known.
Will you please follow me
to the auditorium?

Please have your
seat. | think you will be
the first speaker.




After a short introduction, Mr. Dabao’s name
was called.

Good morning teachers and students.

I'm Mr. Louie Dabao of the Philippine Institute of
Volcanelogy and Seismology. | am a
seismologist and our job is
to study earthquakes.

His talk took thirty minutes.

Thank you very much Mr. Dabao. Y
So, you children , careers in science
are very interesting. Let's give our
speaker another round
y, of applause.
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[ Thank you very much.
| could entertain questions...
if you have any. Yes.

Those earthquake generators that you pointed Y
out to us, you said that if they move

cause destructive .
earthquakes.Could
you place some sort
A  of powerful glue
E so that they
would not

Well, hijo, earthquake
forces are stronger than
your commercially available
adhesive materials...
..They are capable of
breaking large rocks.




it's not that easy, you know. There has ) But last year, | saw Madam Rosing in W
If you can't stop been little progress in research towards a television talk show. She said an earth-
them, why don't earthquake prediction. quake will occur and it did. Maybe your

you just tell us when }| And it appears that if office could hire her services to help

they will happen? you see some events you out. Not all are gifted you know
leading to a major 1
earthquake in one
region, you'll some-
times find that it
doesn’t work in
another region.

What's so funny? Oh, I'm sorry if | offended you.
- Well, she just got lucky. Considering

how often our archipelago is hit by
earthquakes, Madame’s prediction
is not really an impressive feat
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Well, PHIVOLCS records mor . than 5 earthquakes per um .
and about 16 with felt intensity in a year. So, anybody can say If we can't 5t°p.3” those earthquakes,
an earthquake will occur soon and may be proven right. But what's left to do?
it's not just a matter of saying that an earthquake will occur -
A you have to say the date and place




Well, we are relatively safe with
very small earthquakes because
they rarely do much damage.

“It's those big ones we have {0 be very careful with. Wa |
have to be prepared for things like the ones that occuned
during the16 July 1990 Luzon earthquake.”
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So, sir, do we need to
build an earthquake shelter
in the basement ?

Oh, no, you don't need that...
all you need to do is to prepare.

“But tables are not always there to protect you. So if
you're along the corridor, iry to go under posts and

cover your head.”
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“During the earthquake, you take the olg
advice and try to go under a sturdy table |
if the table moves, hold onto the legs andg
move with the table.”

“Don’t try to go near glass windows or near heavy
. shelves. Remember, most fatal injuries are head
wounds.”




