
	  
	  
	   	  
	  

	  

 
 

 
 

Parliamentary Meeting on Build Back Better 
in the context of the Sendai  Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 

 
 

28 July 2015, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Concept Note 

 
Background  
Legislation and resolutions have contributed in the achievements of the Hyogo Framework for Action 
in saving lives and reducing disaster impacts. Legislation to establish institutions to manage disaster 
risks, increase budget allocation, and to stop disaster risk to mount are strong indicators of increasing 
understanding and commitment to disaster risk reduction among parliamentarians. Case studies 
along these areas are now available, where lessons and key challenges can be drawn to support and 
strengthen legislative reform. In particular, there has been progress in strengthening institutional, 
legislative and policy frameworks, early warning, disaster preparedness for response and recovery as 
well as risk assessment, education, research, and fostering public awareness and a common 
understanding of disaster risk. To date, over 120 countries have initiated legal/policy reforms on 
disaster risk management and over 100 countries have dedicated national institutional arrangements 
for disaster risk management. This trend indicates a paradigm shift from disaster management to risk 
management, which is of great interest to experts and practitioners to who lobbied legislative reform.  
 
The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction 2015-2030 adopted in the Third World 
Conference for Disaster Risk Reduction provides a strong guidance to support national and local 
efforts to draft, amending or adopting sectoral laws and regulations on Disaster Risk Reduction as 
well as for allocating budget. The coherence of the legal dimension of Sendai Framework allows 
States to set up clear roles, tasks and mandates among relevant national authorities and to establish 
or enhance mechanisms for their follow up, assessment and compliance. It also prevents on 
procedures for disaster management, mainly in preparedness arena. Through these prescriptions, 
the identification of gaps and constraints in the legal frameworks at national levels will be essential to 
adopt strong measures towards communities' resilience. 
 
It is noted that in support of the implementation of the Sendai Framework, parliamentarians at the 
Third UN WCDRR committed to strengthen legislative framework to support a development paradigm 
that is risk-sensitive and resilient as well as maintaining an institutional continuum through effective 
pre-disaster recovery planning, preparedness, response, recovery, mitigation, and sustainable 
development measures. It is further noted that the role of parliamentarians as political leaders, 
legislators, and overseers of government action is integral in disaster risk reduction. Moreover, 
parliaments, in most countries, can be instrumental in increasing political and economic investment in 
making socio-economic development disaster resilient and climate proof. Informed legislators can 
also play an active role in strengthening policies and legislations at national level and their 
implementation at local level.  
 
Broad actions expected from parliamentarians may include (i) making disaster risk reduction an 
essential part of planning and programs supported by policy and legal frameworks; (ii) fostering an 
enabling political environment for achieving sustainable socio-economic development resilient to 
disasters and climate change; and (iii) making strong political commitment to the building of resilience 
of nations and communities to disasters.   



Political Contexts  
Experiences show that political circumstances shape the space within which new legislative reforms 
succeed or fail. Disaster events can generate pressure for reform coming from within the government, 
lobby groups outside government, or where disaster events gain widespread media coverage (or 
combination of both governmental and popular demands).There are cases showing how legislation 
and policy facilitated a more effective disaster risk reduction and recovery. In Turkey, the 
implementation of national risk reduction legislation takes place at the local level, giving budgetary 
support and human skills as well as responsibility for risk reduction. In Haiti, Mongolia, Montserrat, 
Namibia, and Pakistan risk reduction is integrated into environmental management portfolios, 
including that for climate change while South Africa has integrated risk reduction into transport 
planning. These examples commonly show the kind of legislation that has been useful in building 
national disaster risk reduction and recovery.   
 
Objectives  
The main objective of this event is to increase awareness and knowledge on “build back better” as 
one of the key elements of the recently adopted Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction. The 
specific objectives are:  
 
1. To discuss disaster risk reduction and recovery issues facing Bangladesh, especially those 

requiring legal support or legislation. 
2. Identification of areas of actions that parliamentarians can take to implement the 

recommendations proposed by members of the inter-ministerial committee on disaster risk 
reduction. 

3. Identification of major opportunities for parliamentarians to strengthen governance and improve 
legislation relevant to disaster risk reduction and recovery in Bangladesh. 

 
Expected Outcomes 
The following are expected outcomes of the event:  
 
• Good understanding of members of parliament on disaster risk reduction, resilient recovery and 

the Sendai Framework for disaster risk reduction. 
• Identified areas form improvement in the current legislation including the Disaster Management 

law to support resilient recovery and other priorities for action of the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction.  

• Commitment by Chairs of different committees for the improvement of related legislation for 
disaster risk reduction and recovery. 

• MPs included in their regular agenda, meetings, disaster risk reduction issues at the 
Parliamentary Standing Committee.  

• Identification of activities by the Standing Committee and member of parliament to promote 
disaster risk reduction and resilient recovery.  

 
Participants  
Designated Members of Parliament in Bangladesh and other interested parties. 
 
Organizers  
• Ministry of Disaster Management and Relief  - Government of Bangladesh  
• Islamic Relief  
• Institute of Strategic Recovery Studies for Disaster Resilience and Research  
• International Recovery Platform 
 
 

 
 
 



	  
	  
	   	  
	  

	  

 
 

Tentative Agenda 
 

09:30:10:00 Registration 

10:00~10:45 Opening 
-‐ Honorable Speaker  
-‐ Honorable Leader of the Opposition  
-‐ Chair of the International Recovery Platform 
-‐ Honorable Saber Chowdhury, President of the IPU and UNISDR Champion for 

Disaster Risk Reduction 
-‐ Resident Coordinator  

10:45~11:00 Tea Break 
11:00~13h00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Session 1: Build Back Better in the context of the Sendai  Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction  

 
-‐ The critical importance of “build back better” in legislative framework  

Priority 4 of the Sendai Framework, by Ana Thorlund (UNISDR/IRP) 
 

-     Voluntary Commitment of Parliamentarians at Third UN WCDRR, by Mr Saber 
Chowdhury 

 
-‐ Overview of Recovery in Bangladesh: MoDMR, MoFA, MoPlanning, 

MoFinance, UNDP, WB, Islamic Relief, CA, Action Aid, BDPC, ISRSDRR, 
University of Dhaka  

 
Open Discussion 
 

13:00~14:00 Lunch 
 

14:00~15:30 Session 2: Legislative Actions on Recovery  
 
-‐ The Disaster Management Law of 2012 (MP of Bangladesh) 
-‐ Legislative frameworks on recovery:	  Lessons around the Globe,	  by Mr Stefan 

Kohler 
 
Questions and Answers 
 
 

15:30~16:30 Way forward: Disaster Risk Reduction and  Recovery Issues in Bangladesh 
 
Chair: Mr Saber Chowdhury, MP of Bangladesh   
 
-‐ Recommendations for Legislative Action and Support (outputs of workshop 

and key policy/legislative recommendations from stakeholders ) 
16:30~17:00 Wrap Up & Closing 

 
17:00~ Tea 

 
 



 
Reference reading: 
• Outcome Document of the IPU Parliamentary Meeting on the Occasion of World Conference for 

Disaster Reduction  
• IPU 130th Assembly resolution Towards risk-resilient development: taking into consideration 

demographic trends and natural constraints (http://www.ipu.org/conf-e/130/Res-2.htm 
• Draft Handbook for Parliamentarians on Governance and Legislation   


