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Third World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction, 

Sendai, Japan, 17 March 2015 

Statement by Ireland 

I would like to start by offering Ireland’s deepest sympathy to the 

Government and people of Vanuatu for the death, suffering and 

destruction caused by Cyclone Pam. Ireland stands ready to support 

Vanuatu’s recovery from this awful disaster as the needs on the 

ground become clear. 

This catastrophe reminds us of what it is that we are trying to 

address at this World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction and 

how important it is that we get it right. 

As a member of the European Union, Ireland aligns itself with the 

Statement made on behalf of the EU and its Member States.  

Ireland would like to thank the co-chairs and Japan for their work in 

facilitating and supporting the process towards achieving a new 

international framework for action for disaster risk reduction.  

Disaster risk reduction is a key element in the fight against poverty 

and in mitigating the impacts of natural and manmade hazards 

across the globe.  



2 

 

Due to climate change and changing land use, natural disasters, 

especially, are increasing in frequency and intensity, shattering the 

lives of ever more people.  

Disaster risk management and reduction are essential to sustainable 

development and poverty reduction.  Implementing risk reduction 

measures before a disaster takes place pays huge dividends and 

dramatically reduces the cost of humanitarian assistance. Investment 

in disaster risk reduction is an investment in development. It makes 

good economic sense. It makes good sense for society.  

We note with admiration the resilience of the people of Sendai who 

have recovered so remarkably from the 2011 earthquake and 

tsunami.  

A common international approach is more effective than separate 

national approaches. Disasters do not respect borders. The UN – in 

particular, the Secretariat of the UN International Strategy for 

Disaster Reduction – plays a key role in fostering global and regional 

coordination and in assisting country level action. It is our 

responsibility as Member States to ensure mutually reinforcing and 

coherent outcomes to maximise synergies across the key sustainable 

development, financing, climate and humanitarian processes being 

negotiated this year. Ireland, as co-facilitator of the Post-2015 

Development Agenda negotiations, looks forward to continued 
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cooperation with all parties, in order to agree an ambitious, 

transformative and coherent outcome in New York this September.  

All of these processes address underlying risks and require action at 

national level. With limited resources at country level, a coherent set 

of targets and indictors will facilitate balanced and effective decision 

making.  

At a national level, Ireland seeks to comprehensively address disaster 

risk through a Whole-of-Government, multi-hazard approach under 

the direction of the Government Task Force on Emergency Planning.  

Under the chairmanship of the Minister for Defence, the 

Government Task Force brings together all public authorities 

including Government Departments, local authorities, health 

services, police and defence forces, to coordinate overall public 

policy and action on disaster risk. 

A well-tried ‘lead government department’ working principle assigns 

responsibility for emergency planning and response to the Minister 

and department with the relevant functional responsibility; for 

example, the Department of Health for health epidemics or local 

government for floods. 

This coordinated, Whole-of-Government approach, including 

planning and action at sub-national level, is reflected in the 

framework we are agreeing here in Sendai.  
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At an international level, Ireland recognises that developing 

countries and poor people are particularly vulnerable to natural and 

manmade disasters. We recognise that women and men have 

different exposure to risk and different capacities to respond. This 

needs to be reflected in planning and decision making.  

The Hyogo Framework for Action has helped to shape Ireland’s 

international development policy and programming, placing 

prevention at the centre of our humanitarian and development 

work. Interventions that prevent or reduce the risk and impact of 

disaster, along with those that enable recovery and build back to 

withstand future shocks, now form an essential part of Ireland’s 

development cooperation. 

We work in support of governments in our nine key partner 

countries in Sub-Saharan Africa and South East Asia and in 

coordination with Member States of the European Union.  

At bi-lateral and multi-lateral levels, Ireland provides financial 

support to numerous development programmes with disaster risk 

reduction objectives, including in almost all of our partner countries. 

In conclusion, Ireland joins the EU in being wholly supportive of a 

comprehensive global plan for disaster risk reduction and 

management that prioritises the most vulnerable, delivers results at 

country, regional and global levels, is complementary to other global 



5 

 

processes with similar aims, is appropriately resourced, is 

accountable and will, overall, have the capability to guide the global 

response to disaster risk for the coming years.  

Thank You 

 


