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Foreword  

On average, 27 million people a year lost their homes to natural 

disasters over the last decade across the world.  Losing a home is just 

one of the impacts of a disaster.  People also lose their lives, 

livelihoods and savings.  These losses make it particularly hard for 

young people and their families living in poverty in less developed 

countries to improve their lives.   

The damage and losses caused by disasters also setback national 

development gains made in the preceding years, and divert funds and focus to 

humanitarian response and rebuilding.  We now have less than a year to meet all of the 

Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and, although significant positive progress has 

been made, it looks unlikely that all targets will be met.  The constant cycle of disaster 

and recovery some of the most disaster-prone countries of the world experience has 

played a part in this. 

As the international community works together to develop the Sustainable 

Development Goals ï goals to aim towards once the MDGs end ï we urge world 

leaders to ensure the role of young people is recognised.  Young people are the next 

generation to motivate and lead positive change in their communities and nations, and 

their involvement is essential for development to be sustainable.   

Disaster risk reduction (DRR) is one of Y Care Internationalôs key focuses and we 

believe young people are assets in development who have the energy, dynamism and 

power to increase disaster resilience starting at the community level. 

This research study is the fourth such one to come out of our valuable partnership with 

Kingôs College London. We are very grateful to Natalia for her research based on her 

discussions with people living in hazard-prone areas of Madagascar.  We are also very 

proud to be working with Madagascar YMCA who have been working hard to support 

young people and their communities to build their disaster resilience and we thank 

them for their commitment to this and their support to Natalia. 

Finally, YCI aims to integrate as many of the recommendations outlined in this report 

as feasible into our future DRR projects and activities to ensure that young people are 

leading the effort to help their communities to become less vulnerable to disasters, and 

thus better places to live.  

Adam Leach 

CEO 

Y Care International 
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Executive Summary  

Last year alone, natural disasters affected more than 95 million people, and disasters 

such as floods and hurricanes displaced 22 million people.  With a changing climate, 

disaster risks are expected to increase, and weather-related hazards will become less 

predictable.  This is particularly concerning for low-income countries who pay the 

highest price in terms of deaths.    

Disasters result in setbacks in gains made in development and reducing their risk is 

essential for sustainable development.  Disaster resilience brings together disaster risk 

reduction, climate change adaptation, social protection, and humanitarian response; 

and is important at all levels of society.  The effectiveness of disaster resilience building 

approaches at community level is influenced by individual perceptions and 

prioritisations of risks.  Young people and their communities living in poverty make 

trade-offs on a daily basis; their prioritisation of risks play a key role in their behaviour 

and actions in relation to disaster risk.   

Madagascar is particularly vulnerable to disasters.  Extreme poverty and the political 

instability which the country has experienced for many years exacerbate this 

vulnerability.  There is a real need here to build the capacity of communities to reduce 

disaster risks, deal with disaster impacts, and adapt to a changing climate.   

The research seeks to add to the body of knowledge on the area of disaster resilience 

while looking specifically at the ways young people and their communities perceive and 

prioritise risks in a disaster-prone area of Madagascar. Findings showed that young 

people and community members rank social and economic concerns much higher than 

disaster risks, despite having been affected by Cyclone Giovanna in 2012.  The value 

A family and their land in the village of Andasibe       Natalia Biskupska 


