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I 

Why businesses should 

engage in disaster risk 

reduction 



Disasters have direct and indirect impacts on 

businesses… 



Direct disaster 

losses are at 

least 50% 

higher than 

internationally 

reported 

figures 

… and major impacts on economies  

Direct losses from disasters 

between 2000 and 2013 are 

estimated at USD 2.5 trillion 



The Private Sector generates an important 

share of risks 



II 

What businesses are doing 

to manage disaster risk 



DRR adds value to the private sector by 

ensuring business continuity 

Ensures business continuity 

Protects employees and their 

communities 

Safeguards long-term 

investments 
Provides for stable 

environment 

• Protects the natural 

environment and 

resources 

• Reduces the social and 

economic vulnerability of 

countries 

• Protects company records 

and archives 

• Protects transport, energy, 

communication and other 

infrastructure 

• Reduces vulnerability of 

communities 

• Protects employees’ 

families 

• Protects employees’ 

property 

• Protects warehouses and 

inventory 

• Reduces the risks of 

earthquakes, floods, 

droughts and cyclones 

• Reduces health and 

safety risks to employees 

• Protects manufacturing 

sites 

• Protects company offices   

 

Improves contingency planning 

 

Enhances resilience 

Facilitates recovery 



Move from managing disasters to 

managing risks and create shared value 
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III 

How UNISDR works with the 

private sector to create 

resilient businesses & 

societies  



UNISDR promotes Five Essentials for Business 

in Disaster Risk Reduction 



 

• Regional 
Organizations & 
Platforms 

• Countries and National 
Platforms 

• Parliamentarians 

• UN Agencies 

• International Finance 
Institutions 

• Civil Society 
Organizations 

• Academia and 
Research Institutions 

• Media 

UNISDR 

Business 
Partnerships 
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Engage with global, regional and national stakeholders 

through UNISDR Business Partnerships  





Europa Re program goals 

• To provide local insurers with adequate reinsurance capacity, required to 

develop a mass market of affordable, well-designed and actuarially 

priced insurance products; 

• To introduce and promote a modern insurance market infrastructure, 

including risk-based regulatory framework; 

• To create and enhance demand for catastrophe and weather insurance 

products in Member Countries 

• To increase public awareness and financial literacy about the risks of 

natural disasters. 



Project output for Beneficiaries (Albania, Serbia and 

Former Yugoslav Republic Of Macedonia) 

• Five training workshops on Europa Re endorsed catastrophe risk  insurance 

products and supporting technologies for insurance agents of companies that 

joined Europa Re programme have been successfully completed in Albania - 

Tirana, FYR of Macedonia - Skopje and Serbia – Belgrade 

.  

• the Programme endorsed Swiss Visual Pro Earthquake Commercial and 

Residential Insurance Products, Swiss Visual Pro Flood and Earthquake 

Commercial and Residential Insurance Products and Agriculture Yield Index 

Insurance Products. 

 

• the web-based interactive tool CATMonitor for raising public awareness on 

natural disaster risks and the Simplified User Interface platform for support of 

sales of the catastrophe insurance products  

 

• Awareness campaign endorsed and supported by authorities of Beneficiaries 

and by International Organizations  

 
Go to project videos (web) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KTbAkPotyVs


IPA Project achievements in insurance  

(Promote insurance and reinsurance products for disaster risk 

transfer in the Beneficiaries) 
 

https://catmonitor.com/catmonitor/?lang=en 

Development of training package and organization of 5 regional 
training sessions 

https://catmonitor.com/catmonitor/
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