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This map shows a consilidated history of tropical storm paths over
the past 50 years in the Asia Pacific region. The area of calm
either side of the equator can be seen clearly, leaving Indonesia,
Malaysia, Singapore and Papua New Guinea largely unaffected by
major storms.
In the northern Pacific, island nations such as Micronesia, the
Marshall Islands and Palau, as well as the territories of the
Northern Mariana Islands and Guam, lie in the path of many of
the most destructive storms, which often reach their peak as they
hit the Philippines and Japan.
Less frequent but occasionally damaging storms also strike in the
Indian Ocean and the Bay of Bengal. South of the equator,
Australia and more than a dozen pacific island nations and
territories suffer from regular tropical storms.

Data from UNISYS at the Pacific Disaster
Centre: http://www.pdc.org/mde/

Storm Category and Wind Speed (knots)
Tropical Depression (<35)
Tropical Storm (35 - 63)
Category 1 (64 - 82)
Category 2 (83 - 95)
Category 3 (96 - 113)
Category 4 (114 - 135)
Category 5 (>136)
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