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Background on World Environment Day
Every year on 5 June, millions of people across the 
planet celebrate World Environment Day (WED), 
coming together at the community, national and 
regional level to promote positive action on the 
most pressing environmental challenges of our day. 

World Environment Day 2014
In support of the UN designation of 2014 as the 
International Year of Small Island Developing States 
(SIDS), World Environment Day this year adopts 
SIDS in the broader context of climate change as its 
theme.
World Environment Day aims to build momentum 
towards the Third International Conference on SIDS 
in September, and to encourage a greater under-
standing of the importance of SIDS and of the 
urgency to help protect the islands in the face of 
growing risks and vulnerabilities, particularly as a 
result of climate change.
Climate change is foremost among these chal-
lenges as global warming is causing ocean levels to 
rise. According to the International Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), global sea levels are rising at an 
increasing rate, which is projected to be even 
greater this century. When global temperature 
warms, seawater expands and occupies more space. 
Sea levels also rise when ice melts. Coastal commu-
nities in every country are then threatened with 
floods and storm surges to which these small 
islands are most exposed.
Small Island Developing States have contributed 

little to climate change. Their combined annual 
output of greenhouse gases is less than one per 
cent of total global emissions, but their position on 
the front lines has projected many to the fore in 
negotiations for a universal new legal climate 
agreement in 2015.
Others are leaders in disaster preparedness and 
prevention or, are working to achieve climate neu-
trality through the use of renewable energy and 
other approaches
Small island nations share a common understand-
ing that we need to set our planet on a sustainable 
path. This demands the engagement of all sectors 
of society in all countries.
Barbados
This year’s global host for World Environment Day is 
Barbados, one of many Small Island Developing 
States (SIDS) facing multi-dimensional issues that 
require integrated global action.
Barbados’s transition to a green economy offers 
opportunities for managing natural capital, further 
diversifying the economy, increasing resource 
efficiency and supporting the goals of poverty 
reduction and sustainable development.

GEN WED Roundtable
Speakers at the World Environment Day roundtable 
will discuss the disaster risk challenges faced by 
SIDS countries, in particular the case of Barbados, 
the contribution from non-SIDS countries within 
this context, as well as present concrete examples of 
actions on the ground in various countries.
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