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STATEMENT BY   

MS ROSHNI CHAND, PROGRAMME MANAGER, DRM - FSPI 

AT THE  

INTERNATIONAL DAY FOR DISASTER REDUCTION 

11 OCTOBER 2013 

The Honorable Minister for Labour Mr Jone Usamate, Management staff 
and members of the Fiji NationalDisabled Persons Federation and its 
affiliated associations,  

Executives of UNISDR, the HOREB MINISTRY, STAFF OF PCDF/FSPI, 

Organising committee, Distinguished guests, Our Children, 

Ladies and gentleman 

1. Allow me to acknowledge your efforts in joining us to 
commemorate the International Day for Disaster Reduction.  
 

2. The theme for this year is “A Not So Obvious Conversation: Living 
with Disability and Disaster,” and it is aimed at highlighting the 
marginalization of persons living with disabilities in particular the 
way in which disasters can worsen their plight.  

 

3. We want to emphasise today the unique way in which persons living 
with disabilities can contribute, lead discussions and share ideas to 
help communities and the society at large prepare for and respond 
to disasters. 

 

Often, this is overlooked. 
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4. Fiji has come a long way in promoting people living with disabilities 
and the value they bring to conversations on development which 
impact their lives. 

5. While much has been done, we are optimistic a true relationship 
with you will be fostered and nurtured to ensure we work together 
to capture best practices to increase the participation of persons 
living with disabilities in DRR consultation.  

6. How can we address the diversity of disabilities to ensure the 
inclusion and active participation of persons living with disabilities in 
Fiji? How can we better engage with persons living with disabilities 
to address disasters? 

7. Having said this, I want to challenge us to take into account the 
predicament of our children, children living with disabilities in 
disasters? Children who will need support and assistance in the face 
of climate related disasters when they happen? 

8. How do we help our children respond to disasters when they 
happen? How can they be included in the conversation and how can 
we effectively put in place plans and arrangements that will support 
them during disasters. 

9. We need to recognize the challenges our children face every day and 
draw from their ability to contribute to risk reduction. 

10.  There has been a lot of work done in this area across the world and 
initiatives to engage children are currently in place in Fiji and in the 
Pacific. One such programme is the Child Centred Approach to 
Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster Risk Reduction which 
targets activities that help to reduce the vulnerability of children to 
the impacts of disasters and climate change. It is tailored to focus 
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specifically on children’s needs; it targets children and involves 
children in the design and delivery of activities and projects. 

 
11. Before I conclude I would like to reiterate the messages outlined by 

the United Nations Office for Disaster Risk Reduction (UNISDR) that 
Disaster Risk Reduction needs to be disability inclusive; 
 

12.  That planning and preparedness activities need to include specific 
actions related to disability; 

 

13.  And Persons living with disability need to be included in DRR 
discussions and post-2015 DRR discussions. 
 

CONCLUSION 

  
14.  With those words I wish you a happy International Day for Disaster 

Reduction but free of disasters. 

 
Thank you 

MS ROSHNI CHAND 

FSPI 

 


