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Statement by Nablus Municipality

Nablus – State of Palestine 
Risk disaster reduction constitutes a high priority issue to Palestine. Nablus city in particular, and Palestine in general is among those areas or regions that exhibit high potential for natural disasters particularly earthquakes. Factors which stipulate major causes for being subject to such risk and jeopardous status in the region referred to the fact that the State of Palestine is considered an active place for earthquakes. This is due to the existence of a number of active earthquakes' spots, and other spots which may be subject to cracks that may lead to disastrous earthquakes, with special focus on Nablus city. 

The location of Nablus city being adjacent to Jordan Rift Valley, represent an indicator that the city witnesses high potential for earthquakes. Nablus has been hit by a very strong earthquake in 1927 left 303 causalities and sever devastation to several buildings and historic locations in the old town and the entire areas of the city. Further, in the years 1956, 1995, 1996 and 2005, Nablus was also hit by light earthquakes with no sever damages. 

Nablus city was privileged with the last visit of H.E Mrs. Margaretta Waltrom, Special Representative of United Nations for Disaster Risk Reduction to Nablus during the month of February 2013 when Nablus Municipality has decided to join the International Campaign for Risk Disaster Reduction. The visit was the starting point for a follow step towards a new strategy being developed to integrate this important issue within the municipality mandate. 

Therefore, it is highly recommended to review rules and policies of those organizations of direct relevance to the reduction of disasters risk and integrate them within their mandates seeking commitment of concerned stakeholders.  Capacity building programs and institutionalization of building resilience within municipalities would be among considered actions to ensure public safety on one hand, and sustainable development on the other hand. 

While Palestine is a unique case being the only state under occupation, with borders and security issues beyond the state control, it is imperative that the United Nations for Disaster Risk Reduction is the sole body that influence the relief intervention to the region, enabling accessibility of humanitarian aid with no restrictions from the occupier whatsoever in the event of disasters like earthquakes arise. 
Thank you 

Ghassan Shakaa

Mayor of Nablus Municipality
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