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PERMANENT MISEION GF Saym ARaRIa
TO THE UNITED NATIONS

A SUMMARY OF MEASURES TAKEN BY THE METEOROLOGICAL
AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY FOR NATIONAL
DISASTER REDUCTION

On hehalf of the Government of Saudi Arabia, tho Meteorological and
Envitonmental Protection Agency proceeded to implement the Resolutions of
the General Assembly conceming the Internatiopal Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction (1990.2000) and the Resolutions concerning interpational
co-operation to reduce the impact of El Nino phenomenon.

A  permanent Committee was established comprising the
Meteorological and Environmental Protection Ageney, The Civil Defense and
the Ministry of Information to study natural disasters that take place in Saudi
Arabia, and establish programs, regulations, and procedures that limit the
impact of these disasters and protcct the citizens and their property.

In this regard, the Committee, since the beginning of the International

Decade for Natwal Disaster Reduction convened many meetings which
resulted in the following:

1. Support the Meteorological and Environmental Agency to establish

more meteorological stations for surface observation and other stativus for the
observation of the upper atmosphere.

2. Bpreading a network of eight weather radars,
3, Increaging the frequency of receiving satellite photographs,

4. Introducing digital programs for weather forecasts,
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5. Increasing the number of weather forecasts through tefevision and
radio stations,

6. Issuing an advisory when the possibility of a weather phenomenon
i about 50% and sending the mformation to the Civil Defense Agency three
hours before the ocourrence of the phenomenon, and passing the information
to the Saudi Press Agency to inform the Citizens by flashing it on television.

7. lssuing a waming when the phenomenon’s possible occurrence
surpasses the 50% possibility to the Civil Defence one hour before its
occurrence so that the Saudi Press Agency would flash it on television
SCIeens.

8, Directing the advisories and wamings to all the regions of Saudi
Arabia with a follow-up by the regional offices of the Meteorological Agency
to individual offices,

9. Direct coordination between the regional Meteorological Offices
and Civil Defense Administration in the area affected by the weather.

Studies, Research and Seminars:

Many studies of the weather were made to benefit from them and
forecust  possible re-ocourrence or continuation of wnusual weather
phenomena, and which might result in deaths or damage to private and public

property,

On the regional level, a mediu plan for the Arab world was prepared
for alerting the public.
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Dissemination_and preparation of Information Programmes, :

1. Preparing a news media plan that is authotized by the competent
authorities for winds, storms, and floods. This plan disseminates information
to the public by flashing advisories and watnings on television screens,

g 2. Increasing the number of weather forecasts to three on television
' and radio stations.

3. Allocating a special telephone number (966) whereby the public
might check wealher forecasts.

4. Amouncements and preparations are being arranged for television
seminars about natural disasters and unusual weather patterns.

Participation in Intermational rence eminars;

The Kingdom of Saudi Arahia participated in many conferences and
seminars, like the Intemational Conference on Natural Disasters which was
held in Yokoharna, Japan from May 23 to 27, 1994, Saudi Arabia was
represented, in addition to the Meteorological and Environmental Agency, by
the Saudi Red Crescent, King Abdul-Aziz City for Seience and Technology,
and the Civil Defense Administration. The Saudi Delegation presented a
rcport on Sandi Arabia’s uchievements on limiting the eftects of natural
disasters during the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction.
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The following steps were taken:

1. A study was prepared gbout the phenomenun of high temperatures
and the resulting sun strokes and heat fatigue.

2. Freparing a stady on the climate to identify the regions in Saudi
Arabia which are more likely to suffer from strong wiinds and storms.

3. Visiting somc Wadi’s in Saudi Arabis end preparing studics to
mspect damage when floods ocour, and study the feasibility uf installing early
warning system for floods.

4,  Conducting physical rain inducement studies to identtfy the
possibility of increasing rainfall to combat drought, and hinder cold spells.

5. Conducting studies to identity areas where locust spreads, breeds
and anticipate its course in order to combat it beforc it spreads to agricullural
areas in the interior,

6. Preparing seasonal studics on the vxpected amount of rain.

7. Convening seminars for disaster management in Saudi Arabia under
the title “The Reality and the Foreseeable™ on the following topics;

A. Planning to cornbat disasters,

B. Co-ordination among the agencies conperned with disaster
management,

C. Educating and training on methods to combat disasters,
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