ASSESSMENT OF ACHIEVEMENTS DURING THE DECADE

Information on Provider

Name: Ahmed Kamal

Position: Senior Engineer (Floods)

Organization: Federal Flood Commission, Ministry of Water and Power
Address: 16-D East (Safdar Mansion, Blue Area, Islamabad, Pakistan
State/Province: Federal Capital Islamabad

Zip/Post Code: 44000

Country: Pakistan

Phone Number: 92-051-9221805, 92-051-9204345

Fax Number: 92-051-9221805

Email: -

Experience and Recent Disaster (Part 1)

1.1. Please provide a list of major disasters your country has experienced during the past
five (5) years.

1. 1994 Floods of Catastrophic nature
2. 1995 Floods of Catastrophic nature
1.2 What were the impacts of the above listed disasters? (i.e. direct damage to assets vs.

long term damage to the local economy, health, etc)

Damage to Public Infrastructure of Irrigation and Drainage
Communication & Works (roads), education & health fucilities.

1.3 Which measures were taken to reduce the impact of the disaster? What measures will
be taken to avoid impacts of future disasters? '
1. Damage to public infrastructure of irrigation & Drainage, Communication &

works & health facilities were restored fo pre-flood condition,

2. Implementation of comprehensive National Flood Protection Plan will ensure
avoidance from impacts of future disasters.




1.4 Do you believe there can be improvements in preparing for natural hazards in'your
country and in preventing negative impacts of such hazards? What sort of improvements?

Yes.
By in time preparation & implementation of physical disaster control structures,
proper and real time forecasting early warning to the likely affected people.

1.5 Do you believe the IDNDR helped your country to give greater attention to dlsastex
reduction?
Yes No

Explain

1t is presumed that IDNDR had extended considerable support and assistance
but that had not been conveyed/intimated by FIDNDR particularly to Federal Flood
Commission, Ministry of Water and Power, Government of Pakistan

1.6 Please provide an examples(s) an achievement (s) incorporating successful preventive
approaches, which you consider a “‘success story”

Progress made, since the inception of IDNDR, in the field of disaster reduction as a
component of development planning and risk management (Part 2)

2.1 Please provide a brief statement of national accomplishment and/or describe current
activities related to the achievement of the IDNDR Program Targets: 5
(a) Comprehensive national assessment of risks. If an assessment exists, is it published or |
codified?

Substantial protection has been provided to more than 250 flood vulnerable
sites throughout the country under a Flood Sector Project, Moreover improvements in
Flvod Forecasting & advance warning has also been achieved to a great extent the
completion of this project has indicated the level of protection against risks and the
Juture necessity of further protection. Such an assessment is available in the form of a
project completion report.

(b) Structured mitigation plans. Do documented comprehensive national disaster !
management plans exist? Plans at national, provincial and local levels, if available, will
be useful to describe the progress. '

National Disaster Management Plan comes under the purview of Cabinet
Division of Govt. of Pakistan However, Federal Flood Commission is working on the




preparation of comprehensive Flood Warning Manual which will indeed be a step
towards national disaster management.

(c) Ready access to global, regional, national and local early warning systems. Can you
provide examples of early warning practices and demonstrated successes?

Yes ready access to global, regional, national and local early warning systems.
Installation & Commissioning of a 10-CM Weather Radar at PMD Lahore is a good
national step towards effective early warning practices and has demonstrated successes

o
2 What obstacles do you face which prevent the accomplishment of the Decade
targets? What are your recommendations to best overcome these obstacles?

-

Non-availability of funds

Noun-availability of Grant in Aid

Less availability of in country and out country training on Disaster
Management in particular through IDNDR.

e o~

P

2.3, To what extent have you established and implemented educational and information
programs aimed at generating public awareness? What methods of information
dissemination have been utilized?

NGUOs at federal as well as ar proviucial levels are the main agencies
establishing & implementing educational & information programs aiming at
community participation in disaster management, Seminar, Worlshops, mmps efe,

were the main information dissemination tools,

2.4. Have you liaised with policy makers and major groups, such as local authorities,
NGOs, and the media, in order to ensure support for an effectiveness of disaster reduction
programs? Please describe your activities

Yes.
1. Through participation in disaster reduction programs/seminars/workshops.
2. By inviting NGOs, policy makers and local authorities in workshops aiming at -

encouraging community involvement in disasier mitigation

2.5. To what extent have you worked with other sectors in incorporating disaster
reduction activities into their planning (i.e. insurance, banking, private sector and
development agencies)?

Worked with International donors, private sector, Engineering Consultants in the
preparation of Feasibility /Tech Assistance MOUSs, loan negotiations, approval signing,
engagement of Consultancy firms, NGOs, preparation (design, planning), approval of
physical disaster control works and their physical implementation through provincial
executing agencies.
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2.6. The Decade provides an international arena for information exchange as well as an
extensive international network of partners, how have these inputs confributed to -
achieving the goals of the decade?

No. Comments, IDNDR had not been that effective in maintaining
correspondence with Federal Flood Comumission as it might have been

Regional/Sub-regional Achievernents based on national perspectives
(Part 3)

3.1. Please describe important achievements in your region/sub-region on disaster
preparedness and reduction since the inception of the IDNDR

In Pakistan since 1990, three major flood damage restoration & rehabilitation
and flood protection projects have successfully been executed with the assistance of
Asian Development Bank, World Bank, European Union and Kf1V of Germany under
these projects some 4500 sites of restoration nature have been rehabilitated whereas
protection to more than 400 sites hiave been provided through the construction of
dykes, embankments, spurs, provision of better forecasting and early warning facilities
3.2. Do you take part in any regional/sub-regional mechanism on disaster reduction? If
yes, what type of mechanism is it and is there any linkage to IDNDR? Please describe

3.3. Have you participated in any regional/sub-regional events related to IDNDR? If yes,
what are the benefits obtained from these events?

NO

3.4. Is there any need to further strengthen regional/sub-regional cooperation in disaster
preparedness and reduction? If yes, please explain

Yes. By more effective and concrete cooperation in terms of provision of grants
in Aid for combating natural disasters, arranging workshops for community
mobilization to prepare for the natural hagards etc.




Structures in Place (Parxt 4)

4.1. Is there a designated government authority for disaster reduction activities? If yes; is
: 5 y ;

this authority’s commitment to prevention embodied in the government structure,

priorities, budget and legislation?

Yes, Commitment to prevention is embodied in the governmental structure,
priorities, budget and legislation

4.2. Have budget lines for disaster reduction and preventive activities been made

available in your government’s budget?

Yes

4.3. Have legislative authorities (national, state or local level) established legal
frameworks for the implementation of disaster mitigation measures (i.e. land-use
planning, water and forest management, building codes)?

Yes

4.4. Have academic institutions and professional schools in disciplines such as
engineering, geology, agriculture, architecture, urban planning, business or public
administration incorporated in their curricula applicable disaster-reduction concepts and
measures? Please provide examples.

Not known

4.5. Have networks been built in order to aid in the transfer and application of existing
knowledge and technology, information dissemination and international collaboration?
Please briefly describe

No. There is a need of such network

4.6. Who are your principal working partners? Do they represent an interdisciplinary
approach to disaster reduction?
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Federal Flood Commission, Ministry of water and Power works for various
disaster reduction measures through provincial Irvigation & Power Department,
Pakistan Meteorological Department, National Flood Forecasting Bureau, Provincial
Flood Relief Departiments, Provincial District Administration, Pakistan WAPDA, Pak
Army and Emergency Relief Cell of Federal Government and they represent an inter
disciplinary approach to disaster reduction

Future Requirements (Part 8)

5.1. Given your experience since the inception of the Decade and the new challenges of
disasters in the 21* century, please provide comments as to what you believe are the
necessary futute requirements needed to successfully carry disaster reduction activities
into the 21* century. Listed below are some criteria for your consideration: -

-International mechanism for coordination

-Budgetary commitments.

-Policy commitment

-Network building

-Information dissemination

-Communication tolls

-Local authorities :
-Links to economic and social development programs, environmental protection and
sustainable development

We agree to the above listed criteria. In addition IDNDR should mobilize on
regular basis grant in Aids for countries like Pakistan which is hit regularly by natural
disasters like flood. .

2. Please identify priorities in international cooperation, such as the establishment of
regional/sub-regional warning systems, disaster preparedness, techno]ooy transfer,
financial resources, technical assistance, etc. which you deem pertment in order to sustain
disaster reduction activities in the future.

The priovities in International cooperation may be:

~

Availability of quick financial resources

Availability of quick technical assistance.

Transfer of technology

Establishment of a disaster management directorate

Establishment of regional warning systens.

Disaster preparedness and awareness activities for the general public
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5.3, What sort of national or international measures would you like to be put in place in
the 21% century?

1, Better regional & sub-regional interaction towards disaster management.
2, Ejffective installation, commissioning & operation of state of the art disaster -

management facilities, especially for most badly hit countries including in
particular Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, China, Japan, Burma etc.

3. Morve effective use of International space satellites for better dissemination of

weather/disaster related information on

A - Country to country level
1l Regional level
1. Sub-regional level

on real time basis.

4. Establishment of disaster mitigation Directorate at
1 Country to Country level
1 Regional level

Il Sub-regional level

based on the type and frequency of occurrence of a natural disaster
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Experience and Recent Disasters (Part 1)

.1. Please provide a list of major disasters your country has experienced during the past five (5) years.
During the last five years the country faged only one big flood during
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... P97 which caused flooding in the rivers Jhelum and Chemab. e
. rthquake of magnitude 6.2 on Richter Scale strongly felt on 28-02-1997"
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t.3. Which measures were taken to reduce the impact of the disaster? What measures will be taken to avoid
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Separate sheet about floods attached.
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Seismic factor may be observed for the construction of the building.
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. Mo you believe there can be improvements in preparing for natural hazards in your country and in
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1.5. Do you believe the IDNDR helped your country to give greater attention to disaster reduction? o
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It might have helped but IDNDR programmes 8re taken up by other
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Government functiondries

1.6. Please provide an cxample(s) an achicvement (s) incorporating suceesstul preventive approaches
which you consider @ “SUCCESS SIOTY” . ...uiiiiiiiieeiirie et TP ,
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o APl:_o.grg‘s_s' made,since thé inception of IDNDR, in the field of disaster reduction as a component of
L + . .development planning and risk management (Part 2)

2.1 I%’éas_e_ provide a brief statement of national accomplishment and/or describe current activities related to the
wchievement of the IDNDR Programme Targets: v v v .
a) Comprehensive national assessment of risks. If an assessment exists, is it published or codified?
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b) Structured mitigation plans. Do documented comprehensive national disaster management plans exist? Plans’
4 national, provincial and local levels, if available, will be useful to describe the progress
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2. What obstacles do you face which prevent the accomplishment of the Decade targets? What are your
scommendations to best overcome these obstacles?
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».3. To what extent have you established and implemented educational and information programmes aimed at
wenerating public awarencss? What methods of information dissemination have been utilized?. oo, e
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4. Have yoh liaised with policy makers and major groups, such as local authorities, NGOs, and the media, in
rder to ensure support for and effectiveness of disaster reduction programmes? Please describe your :
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5. To what extent have you worked with other sectors in'incorporating disaster reduction activities into their
Janning (i.e. insurance, banking, private scetor and development agencies)?
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The Deoade provides an mlpmational arena for information exchang,c as well as an extensive international
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Regional/Subregional Achievements based on national perspectives (Part 3)

. Please describe important achievements in your region/subregion on disaster preparedness and reduction
e the inception of the IDNDR. ................
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. Sl’ructurcs in Place (Paxi 4)

iy

here a designated government authority for disaster reduction d(‘llVlll(/b? I ybb is this authority’s
mitment to prevention embodied in the government structure, prioritics, budget and-legislation? ...

Yo, an Emergency Relief Cell works in @'Bi'hé%"ﬁi{éi'slib'éi; e
Government of Pakistan, Islamabad.
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Future Requirements (Part 5)

5.1, en your experience since the inception of the Decade and the new challcngcs of disasters in the 21st
centu please provide comments as to what you believe are the necessary future requirements needed to

suceessfully carry disaster reduction activities into the 21st century. Listed below are some criteria for your
consideration: v

-international mechanism for’ coordmatlon
-budgetary commitments
-policy commitment
-network building
-information dissemination
-communication tools
-local authorities

links to economic and social develo pment programmes, environmental pwtbctmn and sustainable duvelopmcm
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3 What sort of national or international measures would you like to be put in placc in the 21st century?
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Please feel free to attach additional pages when necessary.



