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(Focal Point) Prepared for the IDNDR Mid~Term Review and the 1994

World Conference on Nstursal Disagter Reduction.

1. OVERVIEW AND EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
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' To reduce and prevent the loss of human lifes and public pro-
perties, Relief and Resettlement Dept. is giving prlorltycgﬂﬁ%ggaster
Management Courses in gtates and Divisions to educate and disseminate
disaster knowledge and experiences for the public. Within the Decade,
from 1990 to 1994, up to now, 1ll- Courses were conducted in 9- States @

and Divisions.

Also in the field of natural disaster reduction activities, Relief and
Resettlement Dept. has been co-ordinating and co-operating with the

other respective Departments.

For the reduction of fire hezards and mitigation activity, the
Dept. of Human Settlement &- Housing Development has established low .
cost bullding materials development unit to develope non-flammable

building materiales with indigenous raw materials.

The Dept. of Health has also formulated a plan of actions for

flood preparedness and response by the Sources of WHO.

To undertake action for monitoring, prediction and warning systems ~:-

progress’ of ¢ cyclone and flood, the Dept. of Meteorelogy end Hydrology

actively participate in the project of WMO/ESCAP Panelon Tropical Cyclone;

funded by WMO ( World Meteorology Organization )

ESCAP- Roving Seminar on Comprehensive Flood loss Prevention and
Management , 30-31 Mearch,1993 was held in Yangon, Myammar, sponsored by
the Dept. of Met, & Hydro.

Apart from, the Relief & Resettlement Dept. celebrated the obser-
vation of International /Day for Natural Disaster Reduction, fall on
13 Oct'1993 in Yangon.
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II, RISK ASSESSMENT
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~HAZARD ASSESSMENT
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Fire hazard is the most threatening one in Myammar, especially in Upper
region. This régmon:is gituasted in Dry Zone and less rainfall area. Most of
the houses are construated by the loecal raw materials such as bambooy mangrove
and thatch., So these conditions a&e added to outbreak fire hazard and the most

outbreaking fire hazards are due to the neglig‘ence of the local populace.

The second most hazard is the cyelonic storm because of hawing a long coa-
sbtal line, especially Rakhine State; western part of the Myammar is contdnuously
located with the Bay of Bengal-addso this region is regarded ag cyclone vulnepsw

able area,

The next threatening one. ig flood disaster. According to the heavy rainfall
country, in rainy season ( May to October ),the lower parts of Myammer scme times
guffer flood disaster; swelling of Ayeyarwady, Bago and Thanlwin Rivers when

heavy incessant rain falls.

Barthquake, drought end famine were negligible compared to mentioned sbove

disasters,

~ VULNERABILITY ASSESSMENT

The population of Mysmmar has nesrly 43.13 million. With the population
increaging, Slums and homeless famllies were booming in sane townsghips and that
factor is going to become crowded residences and unplanned development of town
plan. Hence, the Govermment hag systematically established new towns in accopr—
dance with the townplan and. 8o this meagure will be supporting to reduce flre

hazards, endangered to the pubdlic.

ITII, MITIGATION ACTIVITIES

et e o e s et e, e 7 e ket o, ot v e B P P

Relief & Resettlement Dept. has been co~ordinating and co-operating with

- Health Dept., Meteorology & Hydrology Dept., Fire Service Dept., Human Settlement

& Housing /Housing /Development Dept., Irrigation Dept. and Myammar Red Cross
Society in the fileld of conducting Disagter Management Courses, natural disaster

preparedness and preventive meagures.

Previously, the Human Settlement & Housing Developmeht Dept. has been involved
in post-disaster activities such as providing rehabilitation plans, resettlement
and redevelopment schémes for those areas striken by disaster ®uch as fire,flood
and storm, In doing so, mitigation of the disasters in future was tried to be
achieved through physical plenning. Some of the examples are Myeik and Meiktida

Tires,
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Recently, the emphasig has been changed to pre-~disaster management and
disaster mitigation., After it has been identified that the main causes of fire
out~break are due to unplanned development and use of 1nflammable building mat-
erials, the Department has undertsken the task of physical Planning to prevent
losses to potential disasters and has alsgo established low cost building mater-
ials development unit to develope nonflemmable building materials witheindigenous

raw materials,

The Human Settlement & Housing Development Dept. has established low cost
non-flemmable building materisal unit, much more progress will be achieved if

international assistance in technology is available.

Apart from that there ig in lack of mafping for risk management. Internati
ional aid is therefore needed o establlsh GIS appllcatlon system for indenti-

fication of potentlal risk areas,

As long-term preﬁentidn and preparedness plan for tyclone & gstorm surge 4
(8) high~mounds Embankments ) which congist of refuge shelters and drinking water
ponds Wwere constructed in Pauktatr, Myebon and Mlnbya,Tanshlps in the Rakhine
State - Cyclone prone area, During the Cyclone season ( April, May, June ,October,
Novembewr ), local populace can take refuge in these high-mounds and shelters in

case of emergency to avoid storm surge, strong wind, up to the cyclonic storm.

Fofecasting and warning system of eyclone and flood are carried out by the
Meteordddgy & Hydrology Department. Department of Health has been formulating a

plan of actions for flood preparedness, by the Health Sector Emergency Preparedness,

Response in Monyo Townshlp at Pegu Division and funding sources is WHO ( World

Health Organization,)

The Relief & Resettlement Dept. has been conducting State and Divigion level

Disaster Mansgement Courses ( Shert-term ) for the public education, and awareness

on Natural Disaster Reduction with the co~operation of other departments concerned

such as Dept. of Met.& Hydro., Dept. of Health, Dept., of Irrigation, Myammar Red
Cross society, People Police Force and Fire Services Dept. These courses are, in

fact , the training for trainers ang therefore they have to ﬁrganize and conduct

the sub-~trainings in their regions so that the people may become familiar with and

understand natural disaster Preparedness and preventive measures,

Glven lecturing subJects by Relief & Resettlement Dept. in these courses are

as follow;

L. The Aims of conducting Disaster Manasgement Course and Disaster Definition,

2, History of Disasters in Myeanmar .
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3., Disaster Adninistration
I, Counter Disaster Plan
5. Functions of Relief and Resettlement

Other departments concerned has also given lectures of their respective
gectors, Within the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduc“e.ibn, (11)
courses were conducted in (9) States and Divisions from 1990-1994 up to now and

much mere courses will be continued — onward.
Land-use planning, Water and Forest Management activities has been impl-
ementing and planning by the othearj regpective Ministries.

IV, WARNING

Being a WMO/ESCAP Panel member cou.ntry', Dept. of Met’ec;%:fsology & Hydrology
ig participasting in WMO/ESCAP Panel on Tropilcal Cyclongs Project funded by WMO
( World Meteorological Organizeation Y. Participating countries are Bangladesh,

India, Maldives:, Myamar, Pakistan, Srilanka and Thaileand.

Dept. of Met,.& Hydro. is responsible for the forecasting and warnling
systemn of cyclone and filood, Hence, broad dissemination of warnings are made

through the mass media such as Television, Radio, Wireless and newspapers.

V. INTERNATICNAL COOPERATLON

Myammar is fully eware of the importance of international co~operation

in the field of disaster prevention and preparedness activities, research, trai-

mning and exchangeof experiences., Hence, Myanmar always avails it self of the

opportunity to send its officlals to trainning Courses, seminars, and workshops
in foreign countries funded by UNICEF and JICA ( Japan International Coopera-
tion Agency ) etc.

On the otherhand, Regional seminars and workshops are accepted to observe
with the cooperation and spomsorship - of international and regional organizations

- [ESCAP, WMO, UNDP,

Apart from that on behalf the Myammar Govermment, Relief & Resettlement
Dept. is making donations in welief goods or in cash for the disaster vict-
ims of other countries and also contribution annual fund for UNDRO and

UNHCR.
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VI. OVERALL EVALUATION AND FUTURE PROGRAMME OF IDNDR ~ACTIVITIES,
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Unlike other countries in the world, Myenmar seldon ok rarely occured

very major disasters causing vast amount of human life,

Ment loned above, in the repor%, the disaster causing large amount of
loss and damage of State & public properties is fire hazard and most freg-
uent- fire hazards are evaluated due to the negligence of people; man-induced
disaster. Natural dJdisasters such as cyclone, flood and earthquake are lesser
frequency than the fire hazard but impact and loss of state and public pro-

perties were immense; cagualties are negligible.

Although we believe that the natural disasters are unpredicbable, we

are giving priority to undertake activities for Natural Disaster Reduction.

In doing so, we have baged on the resources of man, money,materials
and disaster experiences of ocur country. Bubt we have the lacks of material
resourdes and technology. eg. lLack of tréinning alds *equipments for public
educating trainnings and for seminars, workshops and modern telecommunication

system will be needed to develope.

QR__GOALS
- To reduce the logg of lifes due to disasters;
- To reduce the loss and dsamage of State and public properties due to disasters;

~ To reduce the impacts of natural disasters by the means of broad dissemination:

Knowledge, information and motivation.



