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I Nosbgi 1990 )

R T 1 ASSENT,
’ ' President

: -,5TH JUNE, 1990

. An Act to establish and provide for the maintenance and operation of

a system for the anticipation, coordination and control of disastr-
ous situations and the organisation of relief from disaster

[ R R R RN Pebseariiireenans ]

ENACTED by the Parliament of the United Republic of Tanzania.

\ PART I
PRELIMINARY

! 1. This Act may be cited as thé Disaster Relief Coordination Act, Short title
1990, and shall come into operation on such date as the Minister may, and com-

by notice published in the Gazette, appoint. hiptivad

2.—(1) In this Act, unless the context requires otherwise— Interpre-

“the Committee” means the Tanzania Disaster Relief Committee estab- tation
lished by section 3; -

“the Director” means the Disaster Relief Director appointed under sec-
tion 11; !

“creeping disaster” means a disaster possible of anticipation and permit-
ting of the taking of corrective action to avoid it or minimise the
seriousness of its consequences;

“the Department” means the Disaster Relief Coordmatlon Department

. .in the Prime Minister’s Ofﬁce establlshed bv scctton Oy ot Ly
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“disaster” means an occurrence or series of occurrences, natural or
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man-made, causirig a catastrophic situation whereby the day-to-day

patterns of life are widely and - suddenly disrupted and people are -
plunged into helplessness and suffering and as a result need to be .

provided with protection, food, clothing, shelter, medical and social
care and other necessities of life; .. . Ve

“disaster area” means any area in which there occurs a disaster for which
it is declared to be such an area under séction 14;

‘:, “disaster preparedness” means the state of being able to.anticipate a

disaster-undertake timely measures designed to minimiseithe loss of
life and property, and to organise and facilitate effective emergency

-, relief operations in time of disaster; .

“disaster prevention” means measure designed to prevent natural

. phenomenon from causing or resulting in disaster or other related

emergency situations; . . .

“disaster report” means a report concerning the occurrence of a disaster,
submitted under section 15(3); ,

“Minister” means the Minister for the time being responsible for matter
regarding the coordination of relief during disasters;

“hatural disaster” means a disaster arising from the interaction of natural
phenomena without the help or planned by man, and includes such
occurrences as earthquakes, hurricanes, floods, droughts, fires or
epidemics;

“the Prevention Sub-Committee” means the Disaster Prevention Com-
mittee established by section 6(2);

“sudden disaster” includes flash floods, earthquakes, epidemics, fires,
cyclones, civil disturbances and war, .oilspils, influx or refugees and
townsport accidents.

PART II
THE TANZANIA DIISAS'I‘ER RELIEF COMMITTEE

3. There is hereby established a disaster relief coordination agency
of the Government of the United Republic, which shall be known as
the Tanzania Disaster Relief Committee or, by the aéronym “TAN-
DREC”,

» 4.—~(1) The Committee shall be composed of—

(a) the Principal Seeretary in the Prime Minister’s Office who shall
be the Chairman; :

(b) eigh‘t other members appointed by the Minister one each repre-
senting such ministeries of the Government as the Minister may
determine;

(c) any other IPEISON O persons as the Minister may appoi‘nt;.
‘(2). The Directorshall be the Secretary of the Committee,
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| (3).‘:'Ihe Committee may, with the prior épproval of the Minister,
coopt such other persons as it may deem necessary or desirable for the
purposes of securing the efficient and effective discharge by the Cqmmlt-

tee of its functions under this Act. ..~ . .o pe o e

(4) The Minister may, if he deems it necessary or desirable in the -

national interest so to do, by order published in.the Gazette; alter the -

composition of the. Commiittee specified under subsection (1) and where
he does 5o, thisi"g';e'ct'pn shall be deemed to have been amended to that
o T i v e B L g G R - -
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(5) Every person appointed to serve on the Committee, other than

* a person appointed by virtue of the office he holds, shall hold office for

such period, not less than three years, as may be specified in the instru-
TRt R St PO L LI LA

: (6) The Mxmster inay. make rules for the regulations and guidance of
the procedure and other business of the Committee and Sub-Committee.

* 5.—(1) The Committee shall be responsible generally for overseeing
and coordinating the activities of the Government designed to secure
the effective prevention of disasters and the preparedness and operation
of affairs in the event of a disaster. .- = " i T

- (2) Without prejudice to the generality of subsection (1), it shall be:
the responsibility of the Comimittee to guide, direct, approve and control
the activities of the Disaster Relief Co-ordination Department, as pro-
vided under section 8 of the Act, as well as the activities of the Snh-Com-
mittees,

6.—(1) The Committee shall hold meetings at such times and places
and of such duration as the Chairman shall consider necessary, or as
the Committee may determine.

(2) For the purposes of the better and more expeditious discharge of
its functions, the Committee may establish such other sub-committees

Arbos il

‘or centres as it may deem necessary or expedient. '

SRR PART 1I
MOBILIZATION FOR DISASTER RELIEF

7. There shall be established within the Prime Minister’s Office, a
department of Government to be known as the Disaster Relief Coordi-
nation Department. .

8.—(1) The Deparﬁnent shall, under the charge of the Director, be
the executive organ of the Committee and shall be responsible to the
Committee for the discharge of its functions under this Act. o

(2) Without prejudice to the generality of the subsection (1), tht
Department shall— - N L e -

PRV RN X v):‘;v'llr'g‘; St

ures, subject to the directions of the Committee;
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' (a) Coordinate all disaster relief operations and preparedness meas- .
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. S " w{b) carry out or coordinate all research relevant to its functions for
‘ A .yttt cthe purposes of advising the Committee on meastires pegessary")
' "y wtuw -for disaster prevention; - 74 b B A P L
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, ~+ (c) arrange for and carry out the dissemination, On behalf of the.
: » 1 . Committee, of information concerning disaster o;)ierations, pre-
i _ ~«, wilvparedness and.prevention; 1,i 01 S .f".(“a,f:;’:"”"".f‘.f LT !
H . . .. .. o R T ;-17%\:;“') oRr i .-“-‘r.jy-‘_-;-r'xn'; 3
, _ - (d) ‘attend to the convening and service the mg:qtu,lgs;pf. the Commit- i ,
T ... b51 tee, and secure the execution of any decisions of’ overnment . . ' §
S S ey -arising from the advice or recommendations of the Comm%ttee' R
. .. . - DRI A L L e LY, e R R Y4 i PP A K S .
: CL it d(e) formulate and recommend for establishment by the Committee o o
L : iwerd.~the scope of the disaster prevention plans and the basic policies e i
i o710 designed to govern them; . 2ty Ll ELGSA IS (i aous A
| (f) review regularly and coordinate the different disaster prevention @
; ,!:‘.;;F‘?‘A‘I,]']fasuresﬂ;m.}.; "”!‘:".-‘!' R . © e 9',’_’_'.5,‘)3_ :4,,],"4 "):‘lf";?gf‘:? ,:3'2 Ll ‘-l‘l(.?l_)‘r“ ;
5 (g) seek and collate current data on disaster prevention measures, E
' . .+ .and recommend suitable measures to the Committee for im- i
+ .o . [ Plementation; Loomi oy e e gl oo s i
' e (h) recommend to the Committee measures and methods necessary - :
oy : . . o o X H
for promoting an awareness and understanding among the public *
of disaster prevention activities and measures; deyyr v o !
(i) advise the Committee on matters concerning the making of legis-
_ Jlation and other authorisations for the better management of the '
v disaster relief operations. . S ke B
5 ' ls:gﬁzciESgOf 9. The funds and resources of the Committee shall consist of—
' (a) Any money voted to it by the Parliament; '
? (b) Subscriptions by the public; S
(¢) Any monies made by .way .of donations or grants made within :
and outside the United Republic. ' @
', De- - 10.—(1) The Director shall cause to be kept and maintained in the ‘
. Paﬁm]fm Department— - o
" " to ee . i, . |
and maing (a) a directory showing the names postal and telephone addresses
tain  re- of the heads of all departments of Government, Regional Com-
cords missioner and District Commissioners and their deputies;
o ' (b) adirectory showing the names and postal and telephone addresses
' of all United Nations and other international organizations and
voluntary agencies; P o PR
' TR . S el .
f (c) records showing the location of all schools and other institutions
of learning within the country, together with- the names and ad- -
i dresses of their respectivé heads; ) B T I et
: (d) records showing the location of all firefighting stations and units
ﬂ / . * In the countx"y,m Leerete s *,"* sy it Y‘ﬁ‘i:?::.‘.‘{d(.‘?. LN
i (e) records or registers showing— =~ ' . : g
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N (1) the locatlon and size of buﬂdmgs whlch could be used as *- o ) S
' emergency shelters or hospitalsin the event a disaster occurs;: ' -
I A

(11) the location, srze and other statistical data- relating to all

g arrports, airdrome and alrstnps, including length ‘tonnage

+, limitation, communication and elevation; i1 77 o0 A ”"} '

(iii) - the location, size and othér statistical data relating | to all sea-
#-ports in the country, mcludmg their depth tonnage capacity, © -

?ﬂu B
m: il *‘xl sstorage facilities, types of cranes available and their loadxng

' and unloading capacmes LS 1 S ‘un SEER
N

f .;..;_‘ u“ PR Jn_
the locatlon and storage capacxtles of all. key warehouses in

{Ym i‘t..u)l, A a i
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(v) all other matters and things reievant to rehef operatr ns and
g coordination dunng or after a disaster. . sduq Ok fw' He Ln)

- (2) The Department shall make arrangement or cooperate with any
person or body of persons enabling it to facilitate the effective dlscharge
of its. functions, decrsxons and dlrectlons of. the Commlttee 4".‘,‘;

.vl‘-. e
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11»«——(1) There: shall bé d Disaster Relief Dlrector who shall be ap-j. Director
pomted by the President from amongst the senior officers in the pubhc
service, upon such terms and' conditions as shall be specified in the
instrument of his appointment. ~ " ; f

(2) The Director shall be the Chief executwe officer of the Department : -
and shall be responsible to the Chairman of the Committee for the o 5
management of the business of the Department as well as the executxon
of the decisions and directions of, the Committee. oo '

(iv

12.—(1) For the purposes of $ecuring the proper performance by the Power to
Committee of its functions under this Act, the Department may require ~call for in-
in writing any department organization authority or person or body of formation
persons, to furnish to it such information requnred for the purposes of -
disaster relief planning operation or preventron as the Committee or

- the Director may deem necessary and specify in writing. " i

conﬁdentlal.(,,, T 2l) ch BREm QU 208617 St poat 0qa1 1 a1 as

' (2) Every department orgamzanon, authority, jerson or body of
persons requrred to furnish information under subsection (1) shall comply
with the requirement and any person or body of persons who refuses
or fails to comply with that requirement is guilty of an offence and shall
be liable on conviction to a fine not exceeding ten thousand shxlhngs
and shall thereafter furnish the information required.

13.—(1) All information furnished to the Department pursuant to Cf“S‘S’dY
the section 13 shall be kept by the Department for purposes of record ;aﬁgx‘fm'
and may be dealt with or disposed of in stich. manner and for such
purposes as the Committee may approve or direct.

(2) Save where the Minister directs otherwrse, all mformatxon fur- '
nished to the Department pursuant to section 12.shall be treated.as .”
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. Act, is guilty of ad offence.and shall be liable on conviction to a fine -
~ . not exceeding three thousand shillings or imprisonment for a term not
-~ exceeding twelve months or to both that fine and imprisonment. " "

. made for the purposes of any legal proceedings instituted under this Act
- or for: the purpose of a report relating to those proceedings.” {¢) - .~

+2/(3) Subject to subséctioh (4) ‘any member bf the Committes or any
employee of the Department who discloses to any person except for the -
purposes of the performance of his duties or exercise of his power under
this Act, any information furnished to the Department pursuant to secs
tion 12, or any information which was in case may be, the énjloyee in
the performance of his duties or the exercise of his power under this

:(4) ‘Subsection (13) shall not apply to' the disclodhie’ nf- fatormation -

~(5) ‘Subject to subsection (4) where in the performancs of its functions
the Committee or the Department discloses to any institution or person
any information furnished to it pursunt to section 12, subsection 3)
shall.apply'fo. that institution or that person as if references in that
subsection to a member of the Committee or an employee of the insti- -
tution or, as the case may be, the persons to whom the Committee or

the De:p'artment discloses the information. . g i . . 3g¥ e s
Bl el Ll e e e e e B R
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PARTIV .+ oo

- DECLARATION AND OPERATIONS IN DISASTER AREAS" o

14.—(1) Where the Committee is satisfied that an emergency situation
aggregating to a disaster exists in any area, it shall cause information
regarding that situation to be promptly brought to the attention of the

.Minister, who shall inform the President accordingly and advise him of
.the view of the Committee. + - . .* - . o

(2) Upon receipt of information and advice from the Minister pursuant
to subsection (1), the President may, if he considers necessary that the
Tanzania Emergency Operation Plan be applied to the situation, by '
notice published in the szzette, as well as in any other manner, declare O
the area in which, the emergency situation exists to be a disaster area.

15.—(1) Upon the declagation of any area as a disaster area, the
Committee shall as soon as possible cause such measures under the
Tanzania Emergency Operation Plan as may be appropriate to be taken
in regpect of that area and to accord to it a cordinated disaster assistance
effort. - '

(2) The Minister may, by order published in the Gazette determine
and provide for the procedural activation and operation of the Tanzania
Emergency Operation Plan. © el Lo e e

(3) In making an order under subsection (3), the Minister shall pro-""
vided for the duties of all official and other persons; including the manner
of reporting the existence of an emergency situation in any area, as well
as that of reporting the progress being made in the operation of relief *
measures in the disaster area..;; .. - s :
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16 —(1) The Mxmster may, after consultatron with the Comrmttec, Power to ,

- make regulations for the purposes of better grvrng effect to the purposes make
and provisions of this Act. : Regula-

tions
(2) Without prejudice to the generahty of the power conferred by
subsection (1), the Minister may make regulations— z . L
, (a) providing for the better performance of the dutres of the Depart- SR CH A
1 r ment; . A c )
' ~ (b) prescribing the functxons of sub-commnttees of the Commlttee'
(c) providing for the establishmént and functions of dlsaster rehef
‘ coordination Committees in regions and districts; "+ .= *- “7 - "
(d) prescnbmg the centres of operation of the Commxttee before, o

1"‘

during and after a disaster; R

(o - (e) providing for the further development of the natlonal disaster

relief plan; - . S

(f) prescribing or providing for any other matter or thmg which is
required or necessary to be prescrrbed or provided for under this
Act;

~ (g) regarding any other matter which is necessary or desu‘able for
. the purposes of the better gwmg effect to the purposes and pro-.
visions of this Act. .

Passed in the National Assembly on the seventh day of April, 1990. ;

M. MWINDADI
Clerk of the National Assembly
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Price Shs. 30/-




