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Civil protection must play bigger role in preventing disasters

More than 100 representatives of civil protection agencies, Governments, NGOs, UN agencies and other organizations will be gathering in Geneva on Wednesday 25 June, 2008 at the International Conference Center to discuss how civil protection systems can play a bigger role in preventing disasters. 

Civil protection, also known as civil defense, plays a crucial role all over the world in preparing for and responding to disasters, helping millions of people every year. 

“Civil protection systems already play an essential role in coordinating rescue and relief aid, but they can play a bigger role in proactively addressing the root causes of disasters to reduce disaster impact” says Sálvano Briceño, Director of the UN/ISDR secretariat.

Italy is a good example of how a civil protection system can reduce the risks of disaster. Since 1985, Italian Civil Protection has been mandated by a national policy for preparedness and prevention, and it plays an active role in alerting, informing, preparing and training people living in disaster prone areas.

The workshop which is called ‘The role of Modern Civil Protection Systems and the new Global Challenges: from the Hyogo Framework for Action to Real Time Response’ is a joint initiative organized by the Italian and the Russian Departments of civil protection, supported by the government of Switzerland. The workshop will discuss how a global civil protection network under the umbrella of the United Nations could play a bigger role in preventing disasters, implementing early warning, organizing mapping exercises and informing communities living in vulnerable areas.  

“The role of modern civil protection systems is gradually evolving towards a different type of organization. This changing perspective is a result of increased understanding of what factors contribute to disaster risks, and how those risks can be reduced” says Sálvano Briceño, Director of the UN/ISDR secretariat.

Recent disasters have encouraged more governments to deal with the risk factors rather than just responding to disasters. The UN/ISDR secretariat is welcoming the civil protection shift toward disaster risk reduction and the role they can play at local level.

The workshop will be opened by the Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs and Emergency Relief Coordinator, Mr John Holmes and chaired by Ms Helena Molin Valdes, Deputy Director of the UN/ISDR secretariat.  Organizations attending include the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies and the International Civil Defense Organization.

Presentations will be made by the heads of the Departments of Civil Protection of: Italy, Russia, Switzerland, USA, France, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Argentina and the EU Commission.

Media are welcomed to attend the discussions held in Geneva or to interview a number of experts who are available to discuss the issue.
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