The role of modern civil protection systems and the new global challenges
“From the Hyogo Framework for Action to real time response”  

Information note 
Organizers: The workshop is a joint initiative of Italy and Russia (Dipartimento per la Protezione Civile and Emercom)

Co-sponsor: The Swiss Government supports the organization of the event
Date: June 25, 2008 – full day
Venue: CICG -  room I
Chair: Mrs. Helena Molin Valdes (Deputy Director of UN/ISDR)

Opening remarks: Sir. John Holmes , USG and ERC

Panelists: Presentations will be made by the heads of the Departments of Civil Protection of: Italy, Russia, Switzerland, USA, France, Egypt, Sri Lanka, Sweden, Argentina, EU Commission
Afternoon debate: the whole afternoon session will focus on an interactive debate between the panelists and all participants, which will be led by a professional moderator.  All participants are invited to contribute to the discussion through questions, comments and suggestions.  No presentations will be allowed, and interventions shall be limited to 3min for each delegate. 
Special remarks: IFRC – the Federation will kick start the afternoon debate with an overview of the networking between Red Cross and Red Crescent National Societies.
Translation: translation will be made available in all UN official languages

Invitees: are invited to the workshop all Permanent Representatives in Geneva, heads of Civil Protections, heads of concerned UN and other International agencies, IFRC and ICRC, concerned NGOs and other relevant personalities, press and media.  Each delegation can register up to four persons to the workshop.  
Deadline for the registration is Wednesday June 11.
Poster exhibition: space will be made available for poster exhibitions in the area outside the Conference Room.
Conference focal point: Mrs. Alessia Clemente from the Italian Department of Civil Protection is the conference focal point.  All requests for information, registrations to the workshop, and other relevant issues must be channeled through her.
Mrs. Clemente’s contacts are:

Email: alessia.clemente@protezionecivile.it
Mobile : +39 320 4326 125

Fax (Mission of Italy – Geneva): +41 (0)227346702

