
_Caritas Switzerland’s Approach
Climate Change and Disaster Risk Reduction

P
ic

tu
re

s:
 G

er
ry

 N
its

ch
, 

Lu
ca

 Z
an

et
ti 



Adaptation and Preparedness
Caritas Switzerland aims at reducing 
the vulnerability and strengthening 
the resilience of the people con-
cerned. Preparedness projects 
ensure that in case of emergency 
communities may react in the best 
way possible and can save human 
lives and reduce economic losses. 
Adaptation projects strive at 
streng thening the resilience of 
communities in the long-term by 
enhancing their capacities, their 
know-how and abilities to adapt to 
new climatic conditions. 

DRR Prevention
Prevention projects aim at reducing 
the likelihood and damaging potential 
of hazards. By building dams, for 
example, the potentially damaging 
effect of heavy precipitation, that is a 
flooding, may be prevented.

Climate Change Mitigation
Climate change is one of the causes 
leading to more and heavier shifts and 
shocks. Therefore, Caritas Switzer-
land implements mitigation projects 
which aim at reducing the emission of 
greenhouse gases thereby contribut-
ing to slow down climate change. 

Disasters occur when vulnerable people are faced with 
hazards, that is potentially damaging shifts and shocks. 
The level of risk people are confronted with therefore 
depends, on the one hand, on the extent of the shifts and 
shocks happening, on the other hand on the people’s 
own resilience or vulnerability. 

Disasters are tragic events for the people affected. How-
ever, in the rehabilitation phase Caritas Switzerland aims 
not only at re-establishing the status quo ante, but to 
initiate positive developments allowing to reduce future 
risks. This bounce back better approach includes e.g. the 
introduction of better building standards, improving 
livelihoods and infrastructure as well as initiating prepar-
edness measures such as disaster response committees 
on the community level.

In order to reduce risks, Caritas Switzerland uses 
three entry points:

Climatic Phenomena &
Climate Change

Geomorphological &
Tectonic Processes
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Become a sponsor of the «Climate Protection  
for All» movement

Your sponsorship of «Climate Protection for All» enables 
Caritas Switzerland to help vulnerable groups such as 
small farmers to adapt their agricultural production sys-
tem to the changing climatic conditions and enhance 
their capacities to prevent and cope with disasters. With 
only one Swiss franc per day, you make a concrete and 
important contribution to helping the poorest of the poor 
to be better prepared for disasters and climate change. 

www.caritas.ch/sponsorship

«Living conditions 
are changing in our 
villages. We have to 
adapt if we don’t 
want to lose our 
livelihood. There-
fore, we need support that has a long-term impact. It is not enough for us just 
to survive the next famine. I’m glad that Caritas Switzerland takes us and our 
situation seriously and provides us with exactly the help that we need.»

The farmer Hadjezara Dungus lives in the village of El Hadj Derib in the Sahel Zone 
of Chad. She runs the Secretariat of the regional Famers’ Committee.




