Act 517

THE FivE HUNBRED AND SEVENTEENTH

ACT

OF THE PARLIAMENT OF THE REPUBLIC
OF GHANA

ENTITLED

THE NATIONAL DISASTER MANAGEMENT
ORGANISATION ACT, 1995

AN ACT to establish a National Disaster Management
Organisation to be responsible for the management of
~areas affected by disasters and similar emergencies,
for the rehabilitation of persons affected by disasters =
and to provide for relaied matters. :

IDDATE OF AsSSEWT: 11th September, 1996.
- BE IT ENACTED by Parliament as follows

FaRT [—ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ORGANISATION

1. (1) There is established by this Act a National Disaster Establishe
Management Organisation in this Act referred to as “the ment of
Qrganisation” . - isation.

~ (2) The Qrganisation shall hage offices gt the natignal
regional and district levels, N

2, (1) The object of the Orgdhisation is to manage Opjoct
digasters and similar emergencies in the country, and func.
. tions o
the Orga-
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Memboer-
ghip of
Qrganisa~
tion anu
qualifica-
tion of
members.

National Disaster Management Organisation Act, 1996

(2) For the purposes of subsection (1) the Organisa-
tion shall—

(@) prepare national disaster plans for prevenfing
and mitigating the consequences of disasters;

(b) monitor, evaluate and update national disaster
plans;

(c) ensure the establishment of adequate facilities
technical ftraining and the 1institution of
educational programmes to provide public
awareness, warning systems and general pre-
paredness for its staff and the general public;

(d) ensure that there are _appropriatq and adequate
facilities for the provision of relief, rehabilita-
tion and reconstruction after any disaster;

(¢) co-ordinate local and intermational support
for disaster or emergency control relief services
and reconstruction; and

(f) perform any other functions that are inciden-
tal to the fanctions specified.

3. (1) The Organisation shall consist of—

(a) professionals, experts, consultants, officers and
employees of public institutions and non-
governmental organisations; and

(b) such volunteers as may bz registered under
this Act.

(2) Any person who has attained the age of sixteen
years or more and is resident in Ghana may voluteer to
register as a member of the Organisation:

(3) An application for registration shall be made to
the governing body of the Organisation or to such other
person as the governing body may direct and shall be in
;alhc form and contain ghe partlcgla.rs that the Council shall

irect. L -

(4) The Organisation may make use of any resource
and service of a member. ‘

T
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National
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National Disaster Management Organisation Act, 1996

(vii) Ministry of Defence;
(viii) Ministry of Environment, Scienes
and Technology;
{(ix) Miuistry of Transport and Com-
muntcations; and |
(x) National  Development  Planning |
Commission; and g

(c) the National Co-ordinator of the Organisation |
who shall be the secretary to the Committee,

(3) The Regional Minpister of the region wliere a
disaster has occurred shall be a member of the National |
Committee for the duration of the disaster.

(4) A representative of a Ministry appointed under :
this section shall not be below the rank of a chief director.

9. (1) The National Committee shall meet at such
times and places as the Chairman shall determine but
shall meet at least once in every three months. '

(2) The Chairman shall preside at the meetings of the |
National Committee but in his absence one of the members |
elected from among their number shall preside.

(3) The National Committee may co-opt any person
to act as an adviser but a co-opted person does not have a
right to vote,

(4) The proceedings of the National Committee shall
not be invalidated by any vacancy in its membership or any
defect in the appointment or qualification of a member,

(5) Except as otherwise provided inthis Act the Na-
tional Committee shall regulate the procedure for its
meetings. : -

10. The National Committee shall—

{@) be responsible for the implementation of
nationalgpolicies on disasters;

(b) ensure an effective flow of information on
disasters between the national, regional and
district capitals;
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11, (1) The Organisation shall have a National Co-
ordinator referred to in this Act as “the Co-ordinator” who
shall be appointed by the President in accordance with the
advice of the Council given in consultation with the Public
Services Commission.

(2) The Co-ordinator shall hold office on such terms
and conditions as shall be specified in his letter of appoint-
ment. '

(3) The President shall, in making the appointment.
of the Co-ordinator, have regard to the integrity, know-
ledge, expertise and experience of the person and in parti-
cular his knowledge in matters relevant to the functions
of the Organisation.

(4) The Co-ordinator shall be the chief executive of
the Organisation and shall, subject to such directions as the
Council or the National Committee may give, be responsi- -
ble for theday to day management of the Organisation..

(5) The Co-ordinator shall for administrative purposes
be responsible for the control of the employees of the
Organisation. -

(6) The Co-ordinator may delegate any of his fune-
tions to an employee of the Organisation subject to any
conditions that he may impose but he shall not be relieved
from ultimate responsibility for the discharge of the dele-
gated function,

12. (1) The Qrganisation shall have Regional and District
Co-ordinators who shall be appointed by the President in
accordance with the advice of the Council given in con-
sultation with the Public Services Commission, :

(2) The Regional and District Co-ordinators shall
head the office of the Organisation at the regional and
district levels and perform such functions as the Council
or the National Committee shall determine.

&
13. (1) There shall be establithed "in each region a Re-

gional Disaster Management Committee referred to in this
Act as “the Regional Gbmmittee)”. '

6
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Bt 517  National Disaster Management Qrganisation Act, 1996

(¢) the District Dircctor of Health Service;

(d) the District Information Officer;

(€) a representative of the Garrison Coramander
of the Armed Forces;

(f) the District Police Commander; and

(g) tbe District Fire Officer.

(3) The District Assembly member from th= affected
electoral area shall be a member for the duration of the
disaster. .

(4) The District Co-ordinator shell be the secretary
to the District Committee,

(5) The District Committee may co-opt members

(6) Members of a District Disaster Management
Commitiee other than ex-officio members shall hold office
for such period as the Council shall determine.

punctions 16, A District Committee shall—

District (@) prepare plans for the district to prevent and
Committee. mitigate disasters in its area of authority;

(b) maintain a close liaison with the Regional
Committee in drawing up its plans; and

(¢) perform in the district such functions of the
Organisation as the Council or the Co-ordina-
tor may direct.

Meetings of 17, Regional and District Committees shall regulate the

Regional rocedure for their meetings.
and District proeedu for th ng

Committees, ]
Removal 18. A member of a Regional or District Committee other
of members than an ex-officic member under this Actmay be removed

ofcom from office by the Council for stated reasons.

Allowsnces 19, The members of a Regional or District Committee
formem- shall be paid such allowances” as the Council in consulta-
committees. tion with the Tinister responsible for Finance shall

determine.
PaRT [[[—ADMINISPRATION _?}Nlﬁl MISCELLANEOUS

PROVISIONS

staofthe 20, (1) The Presideng may acling in accordance with

Organisa- o advice of the Council given’in consultation with the
100,
.8
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Act 517  National Disaster Management Organisation Act, 1996

(2) The books and accounts of the 'Organisation
shall be audited annually by the Auditor-General or by an
auditor appointed by him.

g“‘é‘;f‘[ 24. (1) The Co-ordinator shall within three months
port after the end of the financial year submit an annnal report
to the Council.

(2) The Miunister shall within six months after the
end of the financial year submit to Parliament an annual
report dealing generally with the activities and operations
of the Organisation including the training of personnel to
deal with disasters,

Regula- 25, The Minister may by legislative instrument make
tions. regulations for-— ‘

(@) the requisitioning of goods and accommoda-
tion in time of disaster;

(b) terms and conditions of membership of the
Organisation; and

(¢) generally implementing the provisions of this
Act, '

Offences. 26. A person who in times of disaster wilfully obstructs
a representative of the Organisation or otherwise interferes
with the Organisation in the discharge of its functions
commits an offence and is liable on conviction to a fine
not exceeding €1,000,000.00 or to a term of imprisonment
not exceeding one year or to both.

Interpreta- 27, In this Act unless the context otherwise requires—

iion.
“Co-ordinator” means the National Co-
ordinator; :

“Council” means the Natiopal Security Council;

“*disaster” means any occurrence by which there
is a serious disruption of general safety en-
dangering he life'agd health of many people
or large material interests which requires co-
ordinated action by services of different dis-
ciplines afnd includes floods, earthquakes

to
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