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1.  The rewards 
 

 
Join us in this role and you will enjoy the following benefits:  
 

Salary:    You’ll receive up to £15,000 training allowance during your work based 
training. (maximum of £3,000 in the first year), which is free from tax and 
National Insurance contributions. Your tuition fees, textbooks in both 
years will be paid for. Accommodation during your study weeks in year 2 
will also be paid for.  

 

 

       Location: In the first academic year you will attend the University of the West England 
(UWE) based in Bristol. The location of your work placements either at the 
Environment Agency or local authority are based in various locations 
throughout England. You will need to high light your preferred top three 
location preferences on your application form. You will also be expected to 
attend approximately 4 week-long residential study sessions in Bristol 
during the second academic year. 

 
Current locations include (note this may be subject to change): 
 

Local Authority = Hertfordshire County Council, West Berkshire Council, West Oxfordshire 
District Council, London Borough of Richmond upon Thames, Bath and North East Somerset 
Council, Bournemouth Borough Council, Cornwall Council, Lancashire County Council, 
Sunderland City Council, North Yorkshire County Council, Blackburn with Darwen Borough 
Council, Newcastle City Council, Doncaster MBC, Durham County Council, Suffolk County 
Council, Lincolnshire County Council, Essex County Council, Central Bedfordshire Council, 
Telford and Wrekin Council, Derbyshire County Council, Worcestershire County Council, 
Herefordshire Council, Gloucestershire County Council.   
 

Environment Agency = Exeter/Bodmin, Bridgwater/Blandford, Hatfield, Worthing, 
Warrington, Preston, Nottingham, Lichfield, Lincoln, Huntingdon/Ely, Ipswich/Norwich, Leeds, 
Newcastle, York.  
 

Hours of work: In the first academic year you will work on a full – time basis at UWE, 
Bristol.  After this you’ll join either an Environment Agency or local 
authority office on a full-time basis for the remaining time of up to 15 
months.  During this time you will be working three days a week on real 
flood risk management projects.  For the remaining two days you will be 
expected to attend the office however you’ll study towards the course 
run in conjunction with the University.  

 
 On successful completion of the two year programme you will gain a 

recognised professional qualification.   

 



Environment Agency – creating a better place 
www.environment-agency.gov.uk 

Leave entitlement:   Your leave allowance in this role will be 20 days plus bank holidays 
per year (pro rata).  

              

Work/life balance:    The Environment Agency and local authorities support flexible 
working practices to help you strike a good balance between your 
work life and your personal life.  

  

Diversity:          We are committed to diversity and inclusion. We want all our 
trainees to feel valued and respected and to see this as a great 
programme to develop their careers. 
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2.  The role 
 

 
 

Role 

 

There are four important elements to the programme:  

• university based learning (academic year 1). 

• work-based learning;  

• online learning;  

• residential blocks of study time 

It’s this combination that makes the foundation degree so unique and such a great 
opportunity.  

In the first academic year you will gain a solid understanding during full-time study at 
the UWE. 

Workplace training is a very important aspect of the programme.  This will take place 
in the final 15 months of the 2 year programme. You’ll have the opportunity to gain 
training and exposure to a wide number of flood risk management activities.  You’ll 

be guided by a mentor and assisted by a number of coaches for specific aspects 
of your training.  

One of the most important aspects of the programme is self study.  Each module 
has an online feature delivered in a series of topics.  Most are designed around 

eight hours of work (though some may take longer), which will usually include a 

combination of reading, practical exercises and other activities.  

Before each of your residential blocks of study time, you’ll need to complete a 

number of online topics. Completion means working through the materials and then 

submitting work via an online workbook. We’ll make sure you have all the 
equipment you need to do your studies, as you’ll take your study days in your 
allocated office. You will also need to spend some of your own time doing additional 
study. 

You’ll attend approximately four , week-long residential blocks in the second  
academic year in Bristol. These will entail intensive periods of study, recapping on 
work that’s already been completed, exploring new material and taking part in 

laboratory and fieldwork. It’s also a chance for you to get extra support, if you need 
it. 
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You’ll receive training in hydrology, river and coastal geomorphology and flood risk 

management structures. At the same time you’ll gain practical experience, building 
up skills in activities such as numerical analysis, IT, team work and project 

management. The programme is made up of a number of compulsory modules in 
each of the two years.   

In between the block weeks, you’ll be in the office five days per week.  Three days 
will be spent undertaking workplace training; the remaining two days will be spent on 
your academic studies. 

 

Principal Accountabilities 
 
Upon joining this programme, you’ll agree to: 
 

• attend all scheduled lectures and classes; 

• complete all course-work and deliver it on time; 

• attend, complete and pass all scheduled examinations; 

• conduct yourself appropriately at University, in the workplace and on location 
during the practical elements of the programme;  

• comply, at all relevant times, with the rules of the University. 

 

Knowledge/Qualifications 
 
Whatever your qualifications, you’ll need to have A-level Mathematics or an equivalent 

recognised qualification. You’ll also need a minimum of five GCSEs (or equivalent) 

including Maths and English at Grade C or above. You’ll have, or be expecting to 

achieve, at least 180 UCAS points.  Have a look at the UCAS website for the full tariff 
points table. 

 

Skills/Abilities/Experience 
 

We’re looking for people who are motivated, focused, professionally minded and 
committed to a career in flood risk management.  

You’ll need to have strong mathematical abilities. A well–developed sense of spatial 
awareness is also desirable as engineering requires an understanding of form and 
structure. 
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3.  Further information 
 

 

 
This could be an exceptional start to your civil engineering career. The programme 
combines professional training in the workplace with studying. This means you’ll 
build up practical skills while gaining an accredited qualification – and get paid for it. 
You’ll receive up to £15,000 training allowance over the two year programme and 
we’ll even pay your tuition fees, textbooks and accommodation and expenses 
associated with your residential block weeks at university.   
 
Whether you’re looking for an alternative to a traditional university course or wish to 
develop skills in a new area, this is an excellent way for you to grow your technical 
abilities, while applying your knowledge to real life situations.   
 
The Environment Agency has an overview role for all sources of flooding and leads 
on the flood risk management of main rivers and the coast.  
 

Local authorities, county councils and unitary authorities take the lead on addressing 
the risk posed by 'local flood risk'.  This is the risk from surface water, groundwater 
and from ordinary water courses. Maritime local authorities will continue to lead on 
the management of coastal erosion. 

 
Once you’ve successfully completed the course you’ll be ready to make a significant 
contribution to the Flood and Coastal Risk Management industry.   
 
To view real life examples of existing trainees and trainees that have graduated 
please visit http://photowall.environment-agency.gov.uk/wall.aspx?cat=2 
 

 

Closing date for applications: Sunday 1 July 2012 

 
Please quote 716126 on your Environment Agency / Local Authority sponsorship 
application form 

 

To apply for foundation degree programme, please visit: 
http://courses.uwe.ac.uk/H224/2012   
 

Assessment centres will be held daily throughout England from 16
 
July until 27 

July 2012. If you are unable to attend these days we will be not be able to proceed 
with your application. 
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UWE are responsible for the whole of the application process. Please take note that 
you are unable to complete and submit your application form using the online 
recruitment system at the Environment Agency.   
 
If you have any questions in relation to the foundation degree programme or there is 

a technical fault with the application form please contact: 

 

For further information 

• Telephone: +44 (0)117 32 83333 

• E-mail: Admissions@uwe.ac.uk 

 
 
 


