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FIRST ANNOUNCEMENT
Fifth United Nations International UN-SPIDER Bonn Workshop on

Disaster Management and Space Technology:

“Strengthening global synergies through knowledge management, portals and networks”
Organised by the
United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA)
and the

German Aerospace Center (DLR)

With the support of the
Government of Germany
and the
City of Bonn

Bonn, Germany, 24 – 26 April 2012
Langer Eugen UN Campus, Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10

D-53113 Bonn, Germany
Introduction/ Background

In its resolution 61/110 of 14 December 2006 the United Nations General Assembly established the “United Nations Platform for Space-based Information for Disaster Management and Emergency Response – UN-SPIDER”, as a programme of the United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs to provide universal access to all countries and all relevant international and regional organizations to all types of space-based information and services relevant to disaster management. Since its establishment the programme developed and implemented the Knowledge Portal as a gateway to access relevant space-based information and solutions to support disaster-risk management and emergency response. 

The 5th International UN-SPIDER Bonn workshop will bring together decision-makers and experts from the space technology and disaster management communities representing national, regional and international organizations, knowledge transfer and academic institutions, as well as internationally active private companies to identify knowledge management strategies that will enhance access to and use of space-based information as a way to enhance the resilience of nations.   Taking advantage of the facilitating role that UN-SPIDER plays at the international level, the aim of the workshop is a roadmap, based on a set of objectives and tasks, needed to enhance synergies among institutions and mechanisms that generate this type of information and those institutions that use it in all phases of the disaster management cycle.  The UN-SPIDER Knowledge Portal will be presented as a reference system to discuss information dissemination practices and novel applications to enhance access to and use of this type of information. 
Workshop Topics
The main topics of the fifth international workshop will include:

1. Knowledge management in the context of space-based information - enhancing the resilience of nations through the use of information: presentations and discussions on the challenges and critical needs faced by institutions that promote the use of space-based information to support all phases of the disaster management cycle and by those that need to use it. 

2. The role of Portals and Gateways as platforms to access space-based data and information to support all phases of the disaster risk management cycle: presentations regarding the UN-SPIDER Knowledge Portal and similar portals and gateways will open the forum to discussions regarding innovative ways in which regional and international organizations are developing their internet-based portals and gateways to streamline access to geo-spatial data and information. 

3. Synergies among international support networks and mechanisms: presentations and discussion on how to enhance synergies among networks, mechanisms and voluntary technical communities that generate space-based information to support government agencies in their tasks related to disaster risk management and emergency response.

4. Novel IT tools and infrastructure to support disaster-risk management and emergency response: presentations and discussion on novel geospatial tools and infrastructure including geo-viewers and web-based mapping tools to assist disaster-risk managers and emergency responders in their tasks.

5. E-learning environments.  Presentations and discussions on e-learning environments as tools to enhance the skills of professionals and practitioners on the topic of space-based information for disaster-risk management and emergency response.
Target audience
The workshop will provide an opportunity for a limited number of selected cutting-edge presentations, while the focus will be on in-depth discussions within break-out groups addressing specific topics. The number of expected participants will be limited to 70 and will include disaster managers, policy makers, and providers of space technology solutions/tools/applications from Government, academia, NGO, and the Corporate Sector.
Outcomes
Expected outcomes of this workshop include: 

• 
A road map to strengthen synergies among institutions that target the use of geo-spatial and space-based information to enhance the resilience of nations.  The road-map should outline objectives and tasks to overcome critical challenges and opportunities available to reach this goal.

· Clearer directions and priorities for action regarding the operation of portals and gateways as tools to enhance access to and use of space-based information to support all phases of the disaster management cycle, and as tools to enhance the performance of regional and global networks.
•
A review of novel applications of geo-viewers, web-based mapping tools, and other novel IT applications and infrastructure with particular emphasis on enhancing the use of space-based information in the areas of disaster-risk management and emergency response.  

• 
A community of IT experts who can support the development of new applications in the UN-SPIDER Knowledge Portal.  

• 
A review of innovative uses of e-learning environments to support capacity development and institutional strengthening. 

Language 

The working language will be English.  

Financial support

Within the limited financial resources available, a very limited number of selected international participants from developing countries will be offered financial support to attend the Workshop. This financial support will defray the cost of travel (a round trip ticket – most economic fare – between the airport of international departure in their home country and Bonn, Germany) and/or the room and board expenses during the duration of the event. 

Deadline for Submission of Applications

Applications for this workshop can be submitted through the online application tool at the UN-SPIDER Knowledge Portal (http://www.un-spider.org/workshop-bonn-2012). The completed online application form, properly endorsed by the applicant's government/institution, should be submitted no later than Friday, 16 March, 2012. Only complete applications, with all the requested information and signatures, will be considered.
Life and Health Insurance

Life/major health insurance for each of the selected participants is necessary and is the responsibility of the candidate or his/her institution or government.  UNOOSA and the co-sponsors will not assume any responsibility for life and major health insurance, nor for expenses related to medical treatment or accidental events. 
Point of Contact

For information regarding the agenda and general arrangements, including information regarding the venue of the meeting, hotel accommodation, transportation and other logistical details, please contact Mr. Juan Carlos Villagran de Leon, United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs, UN-SPIDER Bonn Office.
Juan Carlos Villagran de Leon
Programme Officer, Head of UN-SPIDER Bonn Office
UN-SPIDER Bonn Office
Hermann-Ehlers-Str. 10
53113 Bonn
Germany
Phone: +49 228 815 0682
Fax.:    +49 (0)228 - 815 0399
e-mail: juan-carlos.villagran@unoosa.org
For further information please also check the following website: 

http://www.un-spider.org/workshop-bonn-2012 
Thank you and looking forward to welcoming you in Bonn!
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