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Course Announcement
Climate and Disaster Risk Management

  March 12 – April 1, 2012
The course is a joint offering of the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport, (AASTMT) Cairo and Alexandria, Egypt, Regional Centre for Disaster Risk Reduction (RCDRR) Cairo, Egypt and the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), World Bank, Washington D.C.USA
Background 

Weather-related disasters put a high toll on national economies and local livelihood. Climate change is exacerbating the impacts associated with droughts, floods and other extreme weather events. According to the Stern Report “climate change will affect the basic elements of life for people around the world – access to water, food production, health, and the environment”. It advocates for immediate actions otherwise by the end of this century 5-20% of global GDP could be lost annually. While global action is required to avoid these long-term consequences, climate change is already affecting the risk of disasters today, and needs to be factored into economic development, poverty reduction and disaster management strategies.

Description
AASTMT, RCDRR and GFDRR are offering Climate and Disaster Risk Management on-line course, which is a specialized course within the comprehensive Natural Disaster Risk Management Program, targeting development practitioners, central, state and local government officials, NGO representatives, community leaders and others interested in challenges and issues related to disaster risk reduction and management. 
This online course aims at supporting the global agenda of managing the risks associated to climate change through increased knowledge and awareness of development practitioners and policy makers at national and local level. The course gives a brief introduction to the science of climate change, reviews the climate change impacts on natural hazards, the trends in magnitude and frequency of climatic extremes and changes in average climatic conditions. It explores the inter-linkages between disaster risk management and climate change adaptation and outlines strategies, methods and tools for integrated climate risk management.

The main objective of the course is to provide a better understanding of the implications of climate change for disaster risk management. It reviews the causes, trends and impacts and introduces options – methods, tools - to consider for integrating climate change in disaster management. This course aims at improving the understanding of the changes in the global climate and their impact on weather-related hazards, such as floods, heat waves, droughts and storms, the consequences of changes in weather-related hazards on disaster risk with implications on economic development and vulnerability of people; the resulting additional challenges for disaster risk management; and issues to be considered in disaster risk management in light of the changing climate.

Language
The language of the course is English.

 

Course Format
The course consists of self-paced module, discussion forums, exercises, readings, case studies, tests and learning via interaction with program faculty and peers. The course module includes 3 audio sessions of expert lectures, 30–40 minutes each. The course materials while available on-line will be also provided on a CD to each participant. Participants need internet connectivity to participate in the on-line discussions during the course.
 

Course Expectations
Participants are expected to commit 8–10 hours per week in order to gain the most out of this course. In addition participants need to:

· Complete the required reading assignments

· Participate in all online activities. Participation involves posting a minimum of two messages  per week that are substantive in nature. The message can be either a new topic or a reply to someone else's message. Participants are encouraged to post more often than twice a week in order to be involved more deeply into topics.

· Participate in videoconferencing and asynchronous chat sessions (if applicable)

· Complete assignments and the end of course project

· Pass the final exam

· Complete course evaluation at the end of the course 

Certificate
Joint certificate from AASTMT and GFDRR will be issued to all successful participants of the course. Successful participants will also be eligible for specialized courses. Tentative schedule of other courses is attached in Annex 3. 
 

System Requirements 
Participants must have access to computers with the following specifications:

     Hardware: Pentium 166 or faster, 64Mb Memory, CD-ROM, Sound Card

     Software: Windows 95,98,ME,NT 4,2000 or XP Internet Explorer 4 or higher, Netscape 4 or higher Microsoft Office 2000 (Word, Powerpoint) Acrobat Reader 5

Presenters
the course content was developed through collaboration of the WB and IFRC Climate Center, Netherlands.

Instructors
During the course certified instructors and facilitators from AASTMT , RCDRR and the World Bank will guide the participants and evaluate the project work.
Fees:
The course fee is 120US$. This includes the cost of the CD-Rom with the training materials, facilitation during the course and certificates to participants who successfully completed the course. 
Accepted applicants will receive a letter of acceptance and should transfer the above amount to:

Commercial International Bank (CIB), Smouha Branch, Alexandria, Egypt
Arab Academy for science, Technology & Maritime Transportation
A/C 34-6030003-5Swift Code: CIBEEGCX034
Please State the full name and the purpose of the transfer in the swift 

Application
Interested development professionals should submit their application form by February 25, 2012 to the following email: education@rcdrr.org  .. Application form is attached as Annex 2
Accepted candidates will be informed by February 26, 2012 for proceeding the payment at the aforementioned bank
Contact
For further information please contact:

Mr. Tamer M. Abou Gharara, MSc
Course Manager,

Telefax : +2 02 22675006 

Cell : +2 0122 3786798
E-Mail : t.abougharara@rcdrr.org, tam3210@hotmail.com 

The Arab Academy for Science, Technology & Maritime Transport, 

Postgraduate Studies Complex,
Block 1167, off El-Moshir Ahmed Ismail St., 

Masaken Sheraton, Cairo, Egypt, P.O. Box 2033 – El-Horria

Annex 1

Course Syllabus
The course is delivered through one module, which consists of three main presentations. 
Science and impacts 

The first presentation introduces the basic processes that lead to climate change and the impact of changing climate to disaster risk. It will demonstrate that climate change is already happening and seemingly small changes in average global temperatures can have large effects on the risk of weather-related disasters. The presentation argues that while there is a rapid rise in number of natural disasters, in economic damages and in people affected due to the increase in weather-related disasters, the main reason of this trend is high concentration of people and assets in dangerous areas that result in increased vulnerability. One example is the large-scale rural-to-urban migration in many developing countries, often concentrating poor people in unsuitable urban slums in river deltas. Another is the ongoing coastal development in hurricane-prone areas, putting more and more assets at risk. Examples will show that trends in vulnerability to natural hazards are at least as important as the trends in the hazards themselves. The difference is that vulnerability is something we can try to reduce, whereas the increase in hazards brought on by climate change is given, and can only be influenced over the span of several decades by reducing greenhouse gas concentrations. 
Implications for policy and practice

The second presentation looks at the impacts of increasing hazards. Who are most vulnerable, and how should this vulnerability be addressed? It shows that that rising risks have severe implications for economic development and poverty reduction, and need to be factored into development planning and practice. One of the key messages of this presentation is that climate risks, like disaster risks, are note isolated issues to be dealt with by a ministry of environment or a national disaster management office. Hence, the session takes a special look at the implications of the rising climate risks for development planning, and how these trends should be integrated through a climate risk management approach, addressing not just the incremental changes, but the whole spectrum of climate risks, including current climate variability and weather extremes.

Information, methods and tools 

The third presentation discusses some of the information, methods and tools that are available for climate risk management. The methods and tools discussed in this presentation will focus primarily on finding out how a changing climate affects a particular activity, plan or policy. However, it is important to stress that in many cases better addressing the climate-related risks that we face today goes along managing the risks in a future climate. In that sense, a lot of methods and tools from “regular” disaster risk reduction can also be applied to help reduce vulnerability to climate change. The session also emphasizes that with respect to methods and tools there is no one-size-fits-all that can be applied to all countries, all sectors and all types of stakeholders. While the presentation cannot cover all the specific circumstances and discuss in detail particular climate risk management methods and tools, it gives an overview of sources of information, and presents examples for various types of situations.

End of Course Project 

To meet the course completion requirement the participants are required to submit an end-of course case study/project. The objective of the course project is to enable the participants to apply the newly acquired knowledge to specific conditions in their towns, districts, villages or work situations. In the course project the participants should provide a critical assessment of the disaster risk management system in a specific situation. The evaluation should be presented in the context of a recent natural disaster event. The case study should draw upon information from the course materials, data specific to the case study and the selected disaster event. 

.
Annex 2
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Climate and Disaster Risk Management

  March 12 – April 1, 2012
Application Form


	Personal Information

	First Name
	........................................................................................................................

	Family Name
	........................................................................................................................

	Title
	Prof.  [....]
	Dr.  [....]
	Mr. [....]
	Mrs. [....]
	Ms. [....]

	Organization
	........................................................................................................................

	Position
	........................................................................................................................

	Contacts

	Office Tel
	.............................................
	Fax
	........................................................

	Cell Tel
	.....................................................................................................................

	E-Mail Address
	.....................................................................................................................

	Address
	.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

	Application Information

	How did you hear about the Course?
	Internet   [....]                        friend [....]                Other [....] 

Please Specify ...........................................................................

	Education Background?, Please specify year
	....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

	How the course reflects your interests, background and career objectives?
	....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

	Why have you chosen this course?
	....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Annex 3

Tentative Schedule of Upcoming Courses

AASTMT, RCDRR and GFDRR are offering the following web-based courses:
	Community Based Disaster Risk Management 

A course for community leaders and NGOs focusing on prevention, mitigation, and the need for the participation of local actors in designing, developing, implementing, and monitoring activities related to disaster risk reduction. 
	16 April – 6 May 2012

	Damage and Reconstruction Needs Assessment

Enhancing the participants’ understanding of social, economic, and environmental effects of natural disasters the course introduces instruments for quantifying direct damages, indirect losses, and the overall macroeconomic effects of catastrophic events to accurately estimate the resources needed for recovery and reconstruction. 
	21 May – 10 June 2012

	Gender Aspects of Disaster Risk Reduction
Illustrated in this course, how the inclusion of women in disaster management results in more equitable and efficient outcomes during disaster recovery and reconstruction. It reviews those aspects of disaster management in which gender concerns arise, and introduces policies and tools for gender mainstreaming. 
	18 June – 8 July 2012

	Safe Cities

A course for urban managers and planners reviews the processes, regulations, enforcement issues, and methods of reducing exposure to hazards and limiting the physical vulnerability of high-density settlements.
	10 – 31 SEP –2012

	Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management 

An introductory course for development practitioners, gives an overview of the major disaster risk management issues. It raises awareness of the growing risk of natural disasters and promotes a culture of prevention.
	5 November – 9 December 2012 


Please submit the completed application form by February 25, 2012, by e-mail to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:education@rcdrr.org" \t "_blank" �education@rcdrr.org� 
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