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Terms of Reference

Individual Contractor

Title: 
Develop an-online Arabic language version of the online reporting tool on the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) known as the “National HFA Monitor”.
Duration and Timeframe:
Total of 100 days February to June 2012
Deadline for application: 
6 February 2012 
United Nations Core Values:

Integrity ● Professionalism ● Respect for diversity

1. 
Background

In January 2005, 168 Governments adopted the Hyogo Framework for Action: Building resilience of nations and communities to disasters. This 10-year plan to make the world safer from natural hazards was developed and adopted at the World Conference on Disaster Reduction, held in Kobe, Hyogo, Japan and subsequently endorsed by the UN General Assembly in 2005. 
The Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) is a global blueprint for disaster risk reduction efforts with a goal set to substantially reduce disaster losses by 2015 - in lives, and in the social, economic, and environmental assets of communities and countries. The Hyogo Framework offers guiding principles, priorities for action, and practical means for achieving disaster resilience for vulnerable communities. More information on HFA at: http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/framework/?pid:73&pil:1 
Governments are requested to monitor national progress on the implementation of HFA and report it every 2 years to UNISDR and the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction. To facilitate the monitoring and reporting of progress on HFA, an online self-assessment monitoring and reporting tool was developed and launched by UNISDR for countries to report on HFA national progress. 

The reporting tool named ‘National HFA Monitor’ is an online tool to capture the information on progress in HFA, generated through the multi stakeholder review process. The primary purpose of the tool is to assist the countries to monitor and review their progress and challenges in the implementation of disaster risk reduction and recovery actions undertaken at the national level, in accordance with the Hyogo Framework's priorities. 
The tool has been designed and coordinated by the UNISDR Secretariat and is hosted on PreventionWeb. In the 1st reporting cycle on HFA for 2007-2009 more than 75 countries submitted national reports and in the 2nd reporting cycle more than 110 countries submitted their national reports. Inputs to the online tool lead to the generation of comprehensive National Progress Reviews and give countries easy access to its disaster risk information and monitoring trends in progress over the years. More Information on: http://www.preventionweb.net/english/hyogo/hfa-monitoring/national/?pid:73&pil:1 
2. 
Purpose

This consultancy is designed to support UNISDR’s Regional Office for Arab States in launching an Arabic online version of the e-reporting tool on the Hyogo Framework for Action, the “National HFA Monitor”. The individual contractor will provide substantial support to develop an accessible and usable “National HFA Monitor” in Arabic as an online monitoring and reporting tool for reporting by Arab countries on national progress against HFA priorities of actions and indicators. 
The individual contractor will be responsible for developing the online tool in Arabic based on the already established and available English version of the HFA Monitor. The contractor will be managed by UNISDR Regional Office for Arab States and guided technically by UNISDR Information Management Unit (IMU) in Geneva. Technical information pertinent to the work of the consultant will be made available by UNISDR. 
3. 
Tasks and related indicative time-allotment/deadlines
	Tasks
	Deadline

	a) Developing the Arabic language version of the “HFA Monitor” including:

· Migration of National HFA reporting framework to the Kohana 3.2 PHP framework

· Integration of the 99translations.com is a Web 2.0 tool to the national HFA reporting framework

· Development of Arabic HTML templates and CSS for all national HFA reporting framework views and forms according to UNISDR standards
	By 15 March 2012

	b) Integration of the Arabic support documentation, help text and error text for all national HFA reporting framework views and forms according to UNISDR standards
	By 20 March 2012

	c) Development of a formatted and automated PDF report in Arabic for the HFA monitor output 
	By 25 March 2012

	d) Development of administration and user management views in Arabic
	By 31 March 2012

	e) Provide on-going bug fixing and support as required for at least 3 months after the launch of the online tool. 
	On-going and up to 30 June 2012

	f) Hold consultations either via communication means or in person with UNISDR in Cairo and in Geneva throughout the project and in close coordination with UNISDR Information Management Unit in Geneva. 
	On-going and up to 30 June 2012


4. Expected deliverables

a) The HFA reporting tool “National HFA Monitor” is available and accessible online in Arabic.
b) Accessibility, viewership and usability for “National HFA Monitor” in Arabic tested and approved by UNISDR.  

c) Support provided to UNISDR in maintaining the tool during initial phase following its roll-out. 
Above mentioned deliverables will be provided in a timely manner following a schedule to be discussed between the consultant and UNISDR at the beginning of the consultancy. 
5. Qualifications

The following qualifications and experiences are required for the completion of the assignment:

· Degree in computer sciences, engineering, Information Technology. 
· Advanced PHP 5 programming, advanced Kohana 3.2 framework experience, CSS and HTML
· Experience in Arabic layout and typography
· Excellent communication skills.
· Fluency in English and Arabic required.
6. Remuneration

· Interested consultants are requested to provide a detailed financial offer to carry out above mentioned tasks for a period of 100 working days mentioning their daily rate. 
· UNISDR will cover any cost for travel and per diems, which may arise to participate in related meetings if/when requested by UNISDR. These will be covered separately according to UN standard rules and regulations.

7. How to apply

Please email the following documents to the ISDR secretariat at: isdr-arabstates@un.org  (Please state your full name and “HFA Monitor in Arabic” as the subject in your e-mail of application): 


1. Cover letter, explaining why you consider yourself qualified for this particular assignment submitting a proposal for the fees requested for the assignment


2. Completed personal history profile form (The P11 form can be downloaded from http://www.unisdr.org/who-we-are/vacancies).


Please note that applications received after the deadline will not be accepted. Applicants will be contacted only if they are under serious consideration.

Please note that if you are selected for this consultancy you will be asked to provide a medical certificate. If travel is planned then a security certificate will also be required prior to travelling on consultancy related mission. The security certificate will be obtained after completing the UN on-line course “Advanced Security Training in the field”, which is obligatory before undertaking UN assignments abroad and is valid for several years (duration to obtain the certificate is approximately 3 hours).
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