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Course Announcement
Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Framework On-line Course

 January 16 –February 19, 2012
The course is a joint offering of the Arab Academy for Science, Technology and Maritime Transport, (AASTMT) Cairo and Alexandria, Egypt and the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR), World Bank, Washington D.C.
Description
AASTMT and GFDRR are offering the Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Framework (CDRMF) on-line course for development practitioners, central, state and local government officials, NGO representatives, community leaders and others interested in challenges and issues related to disaster risk reduction and management. The course is offered to participants from the Arab Region.
CDRMF, an introductory course for development practitioners, gives an overview of the major disaster risk management issues. It raises awareness of the growing risk of natural disasters and promotes the culture of prevention. It addresses basic questions such as “why are disasters a development issue?” and “what are the components of a comprehensive disaster risk management?” It reviews the institutional arrangements and financing mechanisms of disaster management systems, and identifies the role of national and local actors in the processes related to risk assessment, mitigation and financing. The course consists of three modules and an End of Course Project.  The detailed course outline is attached in Annex 1
Language
The language of the course is English.

 

Course Format
The course consists of self-paced modules, discussion forums, exercises, readings, case studies, tests and learning via interaction with program faculty and peers. Each module includes 2 to 3 audio sessions of expert lectures, 30–40 minutes each. The course materials while available on-line will be also provided on a CD to each participant. Participants need internet connectivity to participate in the on-line discussions during the course.
 

Course Expectations
Participants are expected to commit 8–10 hours per week in order to gain the most out of this course. In addition participants need to:

· Complete the required reading assignments

· Participate in all online activities. Participation involves posting a minimum of two messages  per week that are substantive in nature. The message can be either a new topic or a reply to someone else's message. Participants are encouraged to post more often than twice a week in order to be involved more deeply into topics.

· Participate in videoconferencing and asynchronous chat sessions (if applicable)

· Complete assignments and the end of course project

· Pass the final exam

· Complete course evaluation at the end of the course 

Certificate
Joint certificate from AASTMT and GFDRR will be issued to all successful participants of the course. Successful participants will also be eligible for specialized courses. Tentative schedule of the specialized courses is attached in Annex 3. 
 

System Requirements 
Participants must have access to computers with the following specifications:

Hardware: Pentium 166 or faster, 64Mb Memory, CD-ROM, Sound Card

Software: Windows 95,98,ME,NT 4,2000 or XP Internet Explorer 4 or higher, Netscape 4 or higher Microsoft Office 2000 (Word, Powerpoint) Acrobat Reader 5

Presenters
The course materials have been prepared by a resource team involved in various facets of disaster risk management from different parts of the globe: Margaret Arnold, Joanne Bayer, Reinhard Mechler, Fouad Bendimerad, Ricardo Zapata, Krishna Vatsa, Katalin Demeter, Katherine Kelman and others. 

Instructors
During the course certified instructors and facilitators from AASTMT and the World Bank will guide the participants and evaluate the project work.
Fees:
The course fee is 120 US$. This includes the cost of the CD-Rom with the training materials, facilitation during the course and certificates to participants who successfully completed the course. 
Accepted applicants will receive a letter of acceptance and should transfer the above amount to:

Commercial International Bank (CIB), Smouha Branch, Alexandria, Egypt
Arab Academy for science, Technology & Maritime Transportation
A/C 34-6030003-5
Swift Code: CIBEEGCX034
Please State the full name and the purpose of the transfer in the swift 

Application
Interested development professionals should submit their application form by December 31, 2011, to the following email: education@rcdrr.org. Application form is attached as Annex 2
Accepted candidates will be informed by January 1, 2012 for proceeding the payment at the aforementioned bank by Friday 6 January.2012  
Contact
For further information please contact:

Mr. Tamer M. Abou Gharara, MSc
Course Manager,

Telefax : +2 02 22675006 

Cell : +2 012 3786798
E-Mail : t.abougharara@rcdrr.org, tam3210@hotmail.com 

The Arab Academy for Science, Technology & Maritime Transport, 

Postgraduate Studies Complex,
Block 1167, off El-Moshir Ahmed Ismail St., 

Masaken Sheraton, Cairo, Egypt, P.O. Box 2033 – El-Horria

Annex 1

Course outline

.Module 1: Introduction to Natural Disaster Risk Management 

It is increasingly recognized worldwide that the devastating effects of natural disasters can be linked to shortcomings of development policies. First, because certain natural phenomena tend to have greater effects in developing countries than in developed ones. Second, because several structural factors associated with a low level of development exacerbate disasters’ effects. Third, because the negative impact of natural phenomena on the prospects for long-term development is considerably greater in less developed countries. Thus, confronting disaster issues in a systematic and coherent fashion must be an explicit objective of development strategies. This introductory module reviews worldwide trends in disaster occurrence, regional distribution, and links to global trends such as persistent poverty, environmental degradation and growing urban density.

Module 2: National Disaster Risk Management Systems 

Poorly planned development turns recurring natural phenomena into human and economic disaster. Allowing dense population on a floodplain or permitting poor or non-enforced building codes in earthquake zones increases not only the vulnerability of the exposed population, but also makes increased losses due to natural hazards more likely. In recent years, the traditional approach to disaster management – which focused almost exclusively on actions taken immediately before, during and shortly after a disaster in order to avoid loss of life and reduce economic damage – has evolved toward a broader concept of disaster risk management. Instead of diverting financing through budget reallocation from ongoing projects in order to finance recovery and reconstruction efforts, pro-active mechanisms are sought to reduce the economic costs and impacts of disasters, improve countries’ response capacity, decrease vulnerability and improve communities’ resilience to disasters. This module reviews different approaches countries take to creating national disaster management systems; diverse methods of transferring disaster risks; options available to governments in financing disaster recovery through risk-sharing tools; costs and benefits of policy options; methods of determining the financing needs for recovery, using damage and reconstruction needs assessment etc.

Module 3: The Role of Local Actors 

Democratization and decentralization are global trends that are causing policymakers to rethink the institutional setup of governments, and the roles and responsibilities of different levels of government in achieving developmental objectives. Disaster risk management is not exempt from these global trends, and actors such as local governments, municipal authorities and local communities play an increasingly important role in emerging national disaster risk management systems. This role deserves not only recognition, but it should be viewed as an integral part of the national systems. This means that the central government must provide appropriate resources to localities, coordinate national efforts and create an enabling environment for local initiatives. This module examines the evolving role of local actors in the context of city management and community-based disaster mitigation.

End of Course Project 

To meet the course completion requirement the participants are required to submit an end-of course case study/project. The objective of the course project is to enable the participants to apply the newly acquired knowledge to specific conditions in their towns, districts, villages or work situations. In the course project the participants should provide a critical assessment of the disaster risk management system in a specific situation. The evaluation should be presented in the context of a recent natural disaster event. The case study should draw upon information from the course materials, data specific to the case study and the selected disaster event. 

.
Annex 2
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Comprehensive Disaster Risk Management Framework Course 

January 16 –February 19, 2012
Application Form


	Personal Information

	Firs Name
	........................................................................................................................

	Family Name
	........................................................................................................................

	Title
	Prof.  [....]
	Dr.  [....]
	Mr. [....]
	Mrs. [....]
	Ms. [....]

	Organization
	........................................................................................................................

	Position
	........................................................................................................................

	Contacts

	Office Tel
	.............................................
	Fax
	........................................................

	Cell Tel
	.....................................................................................................................

	E-Mail Address
	.....................................................................................................................

	Address
	.....................................................................................................................

.....................................................................................................................

	Application Information

	How did you hear about the Course?
	Internet   [....]                        friend [....]                Other [....] 

Please Specify ...........................................................................

	Education Background?, Please specify year
	....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

	How the course reflects your interests, background and career objectives?
	....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................

	Why have you chosen this course?
	....................................................................................................

....................................................................................................
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Annex 3

Tentative Schedule of Upcoming Courses
AASTMT and GFDRR are offering the following nine specialized web-based courses

	A. Climate and Disaster Risk Management 

An introduction to the science of climate change, including its effect on natural hazards this course reviews the trends in magnitude and frequency of climatic extremes, and the changes in average climatic conditions. This course explores the linkage between disaster risk management and climate change adaptation, and outlines strategies, methods, and tools for integrated climate risk management.


	B. Community Based Disaster Risk Management 

A course for community leaders and NGOs focusing on prevention, mitigation, and the need for the participation of local actors in designing, developing, implementing, and monitoring activities related to disaster risk reduction. 


	C. Damage and Reconstruction Needs Assessment

Enhancing the participants’ understanding of social, economic, and environmental effects of natural disasters the course introduces instruments for quantifying direct damages, indirect losses, and the overall macroeconomic effects of catastrophic events to accurately estimate the resources needed for recovery and reconstruction. 


	D. Earthquake Risk Reduction 

Linking the science and engineering of earthquakes to structural and non-structural risk reduction practices, this course introduces the basic approaches to earthquake risk reduction by discussing their effectiveness in various regions. 


	E. Gender Aspects of Disaster Risk Reduction

Illustrated in this course, how the inclusion of women in disaster management results in more equitable and efficient outcomes during disaster recovery and reconstruction. It reviews those aspects of disaster management in which gender concerns arise, and introduces policies and tools for gender mainstreaming. 


	F. Risk Sensitive Land Use Planning 

Demonstrating the benefits of incorporating disaster risk reduction objectives in land use planning, the course describes the process of integrating disaster mitigation into local land use management, and gives examples of implementation. 


	G. Risk Analysis

An analytical process is presented in this course for identifying disaster risk, and for generating the information and data required to design risk reduction measures. It provides a step-by-step review of the qualitative and quantitative techniques for risk identification and assessment. Using examples of earthquakes and floods, it illustrates the different risk analysis approaches, such as risk checklist, risk matrix, scenario analysis, and time-based probabilistic assessment. 


	H. Safe Cities

A course for urban managers and planners reviews the processes, regulations, enforcement issues, and methods of reducing exposure to hazards and limiting the physical vulnerability of high-density settlements.


	I. Financial Strategies for Managing the Economic Impacts of Natural Disasters 

A course for policy makers addressing the financial, economic, and development impact of disasters, and the trade-offs involved in disaster risk financing. It provides tools for planning, budgeting, and improving national macroeconomic projections. 


Please submit the completed application form December 31, 2011, by e-mail to: � HYPERLINK "mailto:education@rcdrr.org" \t "_blank" �education@rcdrr.org�   
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