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WHO WE ARE?

The International Strategy for Disaster Reduction (ISDR) is a
strategic framework adopted by United Nations Members in
2000.The United Nations International Strategy for Disaster
Reduction (UNISDR) is the secretariat of the ISDR system.The
ISDR guides and coordinates the efforts of a wide range of
partners to achieve a substantive reduction in disaster
losses. It aims to build resilient nations and communities as
an essential condition for sustainable development.

The ISDR system comprises numerous organizations, States,
intergovernmental and non-governmental organizations,
financial institutions, technical bodies and civil society,
which work together and share information to reduce
disaster risk.

UNISDR serves as the focal point for the implementation of
the Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) - a ten year plan of
action adopted in 2005 by 168 governments to protect lives
and livelihoods against disasters.




WHAT WE DO

UNISDR Regional Office for Arab States (ROAS)
was established in 2007 to support Arab States
and communities build their resilience to disasters
and to implement Hyogo Framework for Action
2005-2015 (HFA).

ROAS focuses on fostering partnerships for
disaster risk reduction (DRR) with key regional
intergovernmental organizations including the
League of Arab States and its technical regional
organizations.

In addition, ROAS promotes linkages and
coordination at regional level with civil society
networks, expert technical groups, the media and
UN and international organizations operational in
the region.

UNISDR regional efforts focus on raising the
profile of DRR in the region and promoting the
integration of risk reduction in regional and
national policies and plans such as on climate
change adaptation, sustainable development,
urban development and city planning.

UNISDR advocates for the inclusion of the risk
reduction agenda at the highest policy and
decision-making level. It facilitates an informed,
systematic and coherent approach by ISDR system
partners to support countries in mainstreaming
risk reduction.

UNISDR also stimulates and supports knowledge
sharing aiming at bridging the knowledge and
information gap in the region.

HOW WE DO IT

By working and coordinating closely with:

- League of Arab States (LAS) and its technical
organizations like Arab Academy for Science, Technology
and Maritime Transport (AASTMT), Arab Center for the
Studies of Arid Zones and Dry Lands (ACSAD), Arab Towns
Organizations (ATO) and others

- Regional Centers for Disaster Risk Reduction
- UN Agencies engaged in risk reduction

- World Bank Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and
Recovery

- International organizations like the International
Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC)
and the International Organization for Migration (IOM)

- Civil society organizations, academic institutes and
professional experts

- Hyogo Framework for Action (HFA) Focal points at
national level

- Donors particularly the Swiss Agency for Development
and Cooperation (SDC)

Cooperation and engagement of HFA focal points identified at the
national level is pivotal to ensuring country engagement and
increased understanding and application of risk reduction at
national and local levels.

ROAS led and coordinated a series of regional consultations, a
regional assessment exercise on HFA implementation and progress
in DRR, pilot application of rapid risk assessment tool, and bilateral
dialogues with regional organizations and HFA focal points in
countries in the region.

The consultations and assessments
led to the identificatiofsof regional
gaps and prii
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CONNECT and CONVINCE
To save lives and reduce disaster impacts

=» We coordinate

International efforts in disaster risk reduction
and provide guidance for the implementation of
Hyogo Framework for Action.We also monitor its
implementation and report regularly on

progress.

=» We campaign
To build global awareness of disaster risk

reduction benefits and to empower people to
reduce community vulnerabilities to hazard
impacts. Our current campaigns focus on safer
schools and hospitals and more resilient cities.

=p Ve advocate
For greater investment in disaster risk reduction
actions to protect people’s lives and assets.

=» We inform

And connect people by providing services and
practical tools - such as the disaster risk
reduction community website Prevention Web
(www.preventionweb.net),

publications on good practices,

country profiles and policy advice.
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