Bureau for Crisis Prevention and Recovery

Disaster Risk Reduction,
Governance & Mainstreaming
“

“There is now international acknowledgement that efforts to reduce disaster risks must be systematically integrated
into policies, plans and programmes for sustainable development and poverty reduction... Sustainable development,
poverty reduction, good governance and disaster risk reduction are mutually supportive objectives and in order to
meet the challenges ahead, accelerated efforts must be made.”
- Hyogo Framework for Action 2005-2015.
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What is Governance?
Governance, as defined by UNDP, is the exercise of political, economic and administrative
authority in the management of a country's affairs at all levels. It comprises mechanisms,
processes and institutions through which citizens and groups articulate their interests, exercise
their legal rights, meet their obligations and mediate their differences. Governance
encompasses, but also transcends, government. It encompasses all relevant groups, including
the private sector and civil society organizations.
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DRR advocacy, awareness and education
Public awareness and advocacy activities are central to
UNDP’s DRR work. With its national and local partners,
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Through teachings at school children can learn to take an active role
in disaster risk reduction (! UN Photo/Eskinder Debebe).

be devolved to the local level. Participation, monitoring

Establishing DRR partnerships and networks

and mediation are best undertaken at the local level

DRR is a complex cross-cutting issue that requires an

and in this way decentralization can – depending on the

interdisciplinary and multi-level approach, bringing

context – effectively support DRR objectives. UNDP

together knowledge, skills and resources of different

provides technical support for the integration of DRR

stakeholders.

into the national decentralization framework; public

establishing national and local platforms for disaster

awareness campaigns that are specific to local needs

risk

and are locally owned or managed; and the preparation

knowledge-sharing networks for DRR in development;

of detailed and costed proposals to extend the mandate

and

and coverage of local disaster information centres.

strategies, such as public-private partnerships.

UNDP

management;
developing

provides

establishing

innovative

assistance
partnership

resource

to
and

mobilization

UNDP IN ACTION
Indonesia
Indonesia broke new ground on DRR in 2007 with the passing of Disaster Management Law 24/2007,
affording Indonesian citizens individual rights to protection from and during disasters. This law
represents an achievement for the Indonesian Society for Disaster Management (MPBI), a national
organization supported by UNDP Indonesia. MPBI played a critical role in ensuring that the provisions of
the Disaster Management Law were concrete enough to make DRR a reality.
Most importantly, this law has ‘teeth’. It lists penalties in the form of substantial fines and jail sentences
applicable to individuals and organizations, including those of the government and private sector, for
failing to abide by the law. The law includes specific language on direct disaster protection and response
services in disasters, and outlines the rights of individuals to information, education and training on DRR.
The law also called for the establishment of a new national disaster management agency and for the
creation of provincial disaster management agencies, allowing for the active participation of communitybased organizations, non-governmental organizations and indigenous groups.
With the passing of this law, the government made DRR one of its nine national development priorities
and substantially increased funding for this issue. In 2008, USD 150 million was allocated for pre-disaster
mitigation, a significant increase from the USD 16 million approved the year before. UNDP continues to
support the Government of Indonesia through various programmes at national and provincial levels to
integrate the Disaster Management Law principles into community development activities and to address
the structural causes of disasters.

India
The process of integrating DRR considerations into Indian school curriculae began in 2003. The central
Board for Secondary Education was first to introduce DRR into the schools’ syllabi, in social sciences for
grades 8, 9 and 10. A committee of teachers, UNDP personnel and academics designed and developed the
contents of textbooks, which include chapters on hazards, the development of preparedness and
response plans, search and rescue, first-aid and mock drills in schools. This was accompanied by
training sessions for teachers to enhance their knowledge of disaster management and provide them with
skills to carry out the drills. Care was taken to ensure that the DRR information added to the syllabus was
gender-sensitive. The teacher training also included information on gender issues in DRR. As a next step,
DRR was incorporated into the secondary school curriculum.
At the local level, in the Tiruvallur district of Tamil Nadu, UNDP India has supported puppet shows as a
way of raising schoolchildren’s awareness. Gender-sensitive scripts carefully avoid reinforcement of
stereotypes, and teach audiences that both men and women can play important roles in DRR.
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