11th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Conference

June 2-5, 2008

Workshops: June 2, 2008 
Choose the workshops you wish to attend and email your choices to the Higher Education Program Assistant at Barbara.L.Johnson@dhs.gov.  Please keep in mind some of the workshops will have all day sessions while others are half day.  A few of the workshops have limited seating capacity so reserve early. 

Morning Sessions: 8:30am – 12:00pm (noon) 

Afternoon Sessions: 1pm – 5pm

Full Day: 8:30am – 12:00pm – lunch break – 1pm – 5pm 
1 - GIS in Emergency Management Workshop – Morning and Afternoon Sessions 
Description: Many practicing emergency managers have recognized the potential of spatial technologies as tools that can support hazard mitigation, response, and recovery activities, and they have begun to integrate these technologies into their workflow.  Higher education institutions are well positioned to respond to this need thru the integration of spatial technology education into programs that provide instruction in the principles and tools associated with emergency management as well as in their research and community outreach activities.  This workshop will explore a variety of desktop and web-based spatial data exploration tools as well as data sources.  Examples will range from simple viewing tools thru sophisticated applications such as 3-D modeling, temporal analysis, and others.  No previous experience with GIS or other spatial technologies is required in order to attend this workshop.
Workshop Leaders:  Jamie Mitchem, Assistant Professor

                                    
Department of Earth Sciences

                                    
California University of Pennsylvania

                                    
California, PA

   
                        
Thomas Mueller, Associate Professor

                                    
Department of Earth Sciences

                                    
California University of Pennsylvania

                                    
California, PA

2 - Homeland Security Planning for Campus Executives– Morning and Afternoon Sessions
Description: The workshop provides a basic overview for those institutions attempting to develop an approach to solving homeland security planning, and it provides useful resources and tools.  This course will help campuses strengthen preparedness planning; raise awareness of potential threats; and provide useful resources and planning tools.   

Workshop Leader: 
Jodi L. Van Horne, MPA, MEP

Emergency Response Specialist

VMC/Homeland Security Programs

West Virginia University

3 - Fundamentals of ArcGIS for Emergency Management – Morning and Afternoon Sessions
Description: This hands-on workshop is designed to offer higher education faculty and staff an introduction to the powerful tools that ArcGIS provides for addressing issues associated with disaster mitigation, response, recovery and risk management.  It will be particularly useful for individuals who plan on using this type of technology in either a classroom or research setting. The workshop will begin with an explanation of what GIS is and how it can benefit the emergency management community.  It will then introduce tools and techniques that can be used to create maps that effectively communicate information.  The final part of the workshop will focus on the tools that ArcGIS provides for asking questions such as 'how many residential structures are located in a floodplain' or 'what is the number of students that attend schools expected to be impacted by an approaching hurricane.'   The workshop focuses on tools that can be used to display and ask questions about existing spatial data.  However, time permitting; it will also introduce a few of the many tools that are available for creating new data and editing existing data.  The workshop will be taught using a combination of instruction and hand-on exercises.     It should be noted that the workshop will only explore a fraction of the many tools that ArcGIS provides for analysis and visualization of data related to emergency management issues.  ArcGIS tools that support animation, 3-D visualization, complex modeling, and more can provide a powerful range of options for the knowledgeable GIS user. While this course will not explore these types of tools, it will provide participants with a foundation that will position them to pursue additional training from which they can develop those skills in the future.

Recommended Participants: Persons with no GIS experience, persons that have GIS experience in non-ESRI GIS tools, and persons that have GIS experience in ESRI GIS tools other than ArcGIS. 

Workshop Leader: 
Kevin J Mickey, GISP

Director, Professional Education and Outreach 
The Polis Center 
Indiana University Purdue University Indianapolis
4 - How to Teach Emergency Management: Thoughts for Those New to the Disaster Field. 
Description: Are you new to the disaster, emergency management and homeland security fields?  Do you desire additional knowledge about the fundamental concepts, issues and literature for your courses in emergency management?  If so, this workshop is for you!  "How to Teach Emergency Management" will trace the evolution of emergency management research and discuss important disaster case studies.  The workshop will also identify significant debates in emergency management, novel teaching techniques, and future projections in this growing profession.        
Workshop Leader: 
David A. McEntire, Ph.D., Coordinator

Ph.D. Program in Public Administration and Management

Department of Public Administration

University of North Texas

5 - Exercising Emergency Plans: It could have been your campus
Description: Full Description Coming Soon.  


Workshop Leader: 
Richard Sexton

Training and Exercise Specialist 
Integrated Emergency Management Section

Emergency Management Institute 

6 – NIMS 

Description: Full Description Coming Soon

Workshop Leader:   Kevin J Molloy, MEP

Senior Project Officer

National Integration Center

Incident Management Systems Integration Division

7 – Writers Workshop 

Description: Full Description Coming Soon 

Workshop Leader: 
Robert Jaffin
American Public University System
Courtney Rankin
American Public University System 

