Meeting in Strasbourg on the 07th may 2007

Result of working group 3 on 

“Results of the initiative to strengthen existing and support the development of National platforms in Europe”

Participating : Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Slovenia, Council of Europe, Germany

Rapporteur: Gerd Tetzlaff, Karl-Otto Zentel

It was felt the prerequisites are cross border is the general cooperation on disaster reduction matters and furthermore the collection and exchange of information on the regional level. The regionally acquired information may instrumental to foster internal efforts and coordination processes, i.e. between different ministries.

There were four fields of action identified, which would gain from a regional network.

--Education, in particular on the tertiary (university) level, making use of the currently restructured study programmes introducing area covering BSc/MSc-programmes. 

--Warning systems : the regional network is necessary to support the ongoing scientific, technological and operational developments in the field of warnings (meteoalarm as a European severe weather warning systems needs further improvements).

--Risk analysis : in the past it often proved that political boundaries also signified risk boundaries. A regional network could address such problems. 

--Climate change issues : the changes in disaster relevant parameters need a regional evaluation. This needs a regional cooperation. 

2. What could be the role of such a system?

--the role cloud be to coordinate disaster reduction issues in the political field

--there would be the possibility to identify, create and use regional funding

--the knowledge data base can be broadened and made available in order to produce synergy effects

--the regional networks could play an important role in supporting the formulation and implementation of national and regional workplans in the field of disaster reduction (see above items 1-4) the basis of which is an national and regional information system (reports)

--the regional networks should develop a generic work plan for their own sake

3. What would be the role of a regional network with regard to national platforms, focal points, global platforms?

--be a pivoting organisation for disaster reduction information for the region comprehending all single members

--support national platform development

--address regional aspects of climate change effects on disaster reduction

--support the global platform with regionally developed methods and ideas

--help to develop workplans which capitalise national workplans and regional opportunities.

Reporting system :

1. reports yield the basic information for all work

2. it is difficult to name in concrete any contributions, because of the complexity of the disaster reduction field (cross cutting)

“The implementation of the HFA/Role of National Platforms and HFA Focal points achievements in implementing the HFA”

Participating : Croatia, Czech Republic, Hungary, Romania, Slovenia, Council of Europe, Germany

1. How have you been instrumental in moving forward the implementation of the HFA nationally, regionally, international ?

The discussion of the members of the working group gave the conclusion that the answer was not precise enough to come to a short answer. Each and every activity mentioned in the national report on the implementation could be considered. Thus the working group made a reference to the reporting system of the HFA.

2. What possible next steps could be taken to enhance the role of NP and FP in the implementation of the HFA ?

Some points were collected on this question from the issue of information sharing among countries, control of the reporting system to an enhancement of the webpages by including instruments for DRR on the webpages.

3. How does the reporting on progress improve your work ?

Strong components were seen by a number of members of the working group in the added value of the additional information collected on national level from a wide range of organisations, institutions and governmental structures. The role as collector of the information for an international reporting raised in many ways the visibility of the National Platform or HFA Focal Point in the country. They became realized as part of an international system and strategy and the contact point for issues related to DRR. 

4. How is he reporting on progress to UNISDR organized in your country ?

A number of members of the Working Group namely from Czech republic, Germany, Hungary and Romania reported that the process of reporting is organized via the respective National Platform/HFA Focal point. However, comments were made also that due to this reporting exercise a strengthening of the existing structures would be needed.

