European Network of National Platforms and Focal Points

for Disaster Reduction

On April 23, 2007 heads of the French, German and Swiss National Platforms met in Basel and signed an agreement for the establishment of a European Network of National Platforms and Focal Points for Disaster Reduction. The meeting in Basel built on the negotiations and the outcome of the Paris meeting in December 2006, organised by the French National Platform. Based on the discussions in Paris, common goals, specific objectives, a first work plan and a structure for the network were identified and form the agreement.

The agreement is seen as a consequent next step forward to establish a network of National Platforms and Focal Points on the regional level in Europe. First concrete working steps for the network were identified as:

· preparation of a coherent presentation of European National Platforms and Focal Points as an input to the Global Platform meeting in June 2007 in Geneva.

· start a programme of seminars to be hosted by one or several of the network member, the first one to be a thematic workshop on relationships between disaster reduction and disaster relief, to be organised in November 2007 by the French platform in cooperation with the other network members.

The participants agreed that for the first period of two years DKKV will be the chair of the network. 

The network is understood as an open evolving process where every National Platform and Focal point in Europe is most welcome. You are all invited to join. For your information please find attached the signed agreement as of April 23.

