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PREFACE

T
he devastating Haiti Earthquake of January 2010 created major challenges on a variety of 

fronts.  To support the Government of Haiti’s decision-making on the recovery and recon-

struction operations, the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR) de-

cided to make available expert advice and global best practices to the Government by mobilizing 

the World Bank Global Expert Team (GET) (and also procuring external expertise where in-house 

expertise was not available) to prepare Knowledge/Good Practice Notes on ten identified, ‘burn-

ing’ post-disaster recovery and reconstruction issues in a time-bound manner.  These knowledge 

notes covered a number of key sectors including: Building Seismic Safety Assessment; Debris 

Management; Environmental and Social Assessment; Experience with Post Disaster Income Sup-

port Programs; Land Tenure; Management of Recovery Managing Post-Disaster Aid; Rebuild or 

Relocate; Transitional Shelter, and; Helping Women and Children to Recover and Build Resilient 

Communities.

The notes provided just-in-time advice and options for Haiti’s disaster recovery, availing the state-

of-the-art expertise available through the GET-DRM. The French and English versions of the Notes 

were made available to the Government of Haiti to assist in developing its viewpoint for the de-

liberations at the Technical Workshop (held at Santo Domingo on March 18, 2010) to endorse the 

PDNA outcomes and lay the outlines of the recovery and reconstruction strategy.

These knowledge notes endorse the commitment of GFDRR and the Bank to provide the Govern-

ment of Haiti with all the possible ways and means for meeting the massive recovery challenges 

that it continues to face. The fact that the Government of Haiti endorsed the Notes with deep 

appreciation and full ownership stands testimony to the fact that the good practices disseminated 

through the knowledge notes are informing key policy and strategic decisions and providing prac-

tical implementation advice to the Government of Haiti. 

The real efficacy of the GET Notes would be gauged in the medium to long term in the extent to 

which the Government-led recovery and reconstruction process in Haiti mainstreams disaster risk 

reduction as a key element of its sustainable development agenda.  This will be possible only by 

fully availing the opportunities opened up by the disaster for building back infrastructure better 

and building disaster resilient communities – an enterprise for which the GET guidance notes will 

continue to be a useful source of knowledge and guidance.
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Most impressive, though, was how this unfortunate calamity has opened doors for collaboration 

amongst DRM partners. With a severe dearth of valuable data which disaster managers needed in 

order to provide life-saving assistance, the information technology community banded together 

and started organizing crisis camps – gatherings where tech savvy people came together and 

found solutions to crises that emerged from the earthquake. A similar, though less tech-savvy 

collaboration, also helped produce these knowledge notes in the aftermath of a disaster that has 

no comparison in recent history, and which required the assistance of scores of individuals to pro-

duce. I express my gratitude to the Knowledge Strategy Group and Global Expert Team for provid-

ing the sort of financial support, just-in-time advice and technical know-how that has helped the 

Bank become the “Knowledge Bank”.

The World Bank stands by the Haitian people as they embark on this arduous journey to rebuild 

their country – and their lives. For all the many lives lost, there are many more to be saved. GFDRR, 

along with many other partners, is committed to assisting those in need and ensuring Haiti recov-

ers and exhibits the same resilience we have seen so many times in the past. 

Sincerely,

 

Saroj K. Jha

Head of Secretariat,

Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery

Washington, D.C.
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1 See “How to Rebuild: Environmental and Social Safe-
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